· The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the English Valleys Board of Directors on September 12th, 2012.

English Valleys members present:  Terri Riegel, Andrew Axmear,  Duane Allen, Angela George, Steve Axmear, Wendy Ayers

Members absent:  

Others present:  Alan Jensen, Marty Van Roekel, Amy  Andreassen, Angie Nolte,  Jeff Blosser, Susan Schaefer

A motion was made by George, seconded by A. Axmear to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Allen, seconded by S. Axmear to approve the minutes of the meetings held August 15th, 2012.  Motion carried.

There were no communications.

The board welcomed the visitors to the meeting. 

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by George to approve the September  Activity bills.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear to approve the September General bills.  Motion carried.

The board received the Secretary’s Financial Reports for the month ending August 31st, 2012.

The board discussed the board policy #506.1, Student Records Access.  A motion was made by George, seconded by  Allen to approve board policy #506.1, Student Records Access.  Motion carried. 

The board discussed the board policy #506.2, Student Directory Information.  A motion was made by    Allen, seconded by A. Axmear to approve board policy #506.2, Student Directory Information.  Motion carried.  

Administration discussed with the board that Federal rules mandate that schools charge at least $3.00 for adult hot lunches.  A motion was made by George, seconded by A. Axmear to approve to charge $3.00 for adult lunches, starting October 1st.  Motion carried. 

The board discussed renewing the  28E agreement for nursing services with the Iowa County Health Department for the 2012-2013 school year.   Mrs. Andreassen discussed the duties for the Public Health Department in the school.  A motion was made by Allen, seconded by A. Axmear to approve renewing the 28E agreement for nursing services with the Iowa County Health Department for the 2012-2013 school year.  Motion carried. 

Administration presented the 2012-2013 School Improvement Advisory committee list to the board.   Board members could be appointed at this time.  Mrs. Andreassen discussed that all of our vocational teachers serve on the committee because the School Improvement Advisory committee serves as our District Vocational Committee.   A motion was made by George , seconded by Allen to approve the 2012-2013 School Improvement Committee list, with the appointment of Terri Riegel and Steve Axmear as the board committee representatives. Motion carried. 

Administration presented the 2012-2013 Technology Committee.  A board member could be appointed at this time.  Mrs. Andreassen informed the board that the committee discussed technology needs for the district.  A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by George, to approve the 2012-2013 Technology Committee, with the appointment of Terri Riegel as board representative.  Motion carried.

Administration presented the 2012-2013 Wellness committee.  Mrs. Andreassen requested the board also place Nancy Achenbach, Iowa County Public Health,  on the committee.   A motion was made by Allen, seconded by A. Axmear to approve the Wellness committee and to add Nancy Achenbach to the list.   Motion carried. 

The board discussed the IASB Delegate Assembly on Wednesday, November 14th, 2012.  A motion was made by A. Axmear, seconded by Steve to appoint Angie George as the delegate.  Motion carried.  

The board heard the first reading of the out of state FFA trip to Indianapolis, October 23rd – 26th.  The board agreed by consensus to continue the contribution of $1,000 towards the trip.  The second reading will be held during the October meeting.   

Administration informed the board that open enrollment requests were received from the  Bright family from the Williamsburg District.  Mr. Jensen informed the board that the applications were not received by the deadline.  Administration informed the board that the Williamsburg District did approve the open enrollments.  A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by George to approve the Bright family’s application for open enrollment to English Valleys Schools.  Motion carried. 

Administration discussed that  Misty Shaw has requested that she would like to open enroll her four girls to Sigourney Schools.  Administration informed the board that the students were enrolled here through Monday.  The catalyst of the issue is playing time on the Volleyball team.  Mrs. Shaw has stated harassment as a reason to open enroll and has voiced that she wants a fresh start for her girls and is upset with the coaching. Administration informed the board that the harassment has been unfounded.    Administration stated there was an incident that happened two years ago with harassment, the incident was addressed.  Administration also stated that consequences and punishments for students are not shared with anyone other than that child’s parent.  The board and administration discussed that there are many false rumors circulating about the issue in the community.  The board discussed and questioned if this is something that we can think on for a month and then make a decision, but didn’t want to hold back a family and say no to the open enrollment if they really do not want to be at English Valleys.  

   

 A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear to approve the open enrollment request from the Shaw family to go to Sigourney schools.  George nay, A. Axmear aye, Allen aye, S. Axmear aye,  Riegel aye. 4 - 1 Motion carried.

The board discussed the  new gymnasium.  Angie George informed the board that she received a request from a patron that we should look into getting a handicap accessible section in the bleacher area.  

Jeff Blosser discussed with the board that he started  putting all together the suggestions received for the new gymnasium and figuring out what that does for the budget.  Jeff presented his work up to this point.  He presented preliminary drawings that included 22,000 square feet of additional new/remodeled space.   Jeff informed the board that the drawing includes every want  that the groups voiced.   Jeff also informed the board that a parking study is being done.  

The board discussed remodeling the current lockerrooms.  The board also  discussed maybe there isn’t a need for a second floor area.  Discussed having a walking track/ floor on gym level when bleachers are in, track is an athletic flooring.  Elevated is too much money.   $140/square foot.  Most expensive area is remodeling the locker rooms. Bang for the buck -  discussed making the new fitness area community accessible and whatever is decided with that are - making it clear to the public the intention for that area.  Think about how long we’re obligating the district in paying for this project. Just need to know numbers

Steve Axmear left at 8:17 pm. 

A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen to approve the architect’s contract with RDG.  Motion carried.

The board discussed holding special meetings to meet with Jeff.  Administration informed Jeff to let us know when he is ready to meet again.  

The board discussed the Special Education Allowable request.  A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear to approve the request, if needed.  Motion carried. 

Information and Discussion Items:  

B. Band/Chorus Trip – Administration informed the board that the trip is tentatively scheduled for April 19th – 21st.  The music department is looking at going to either Kansas City or Memphis.  Kansas City, costs approximately $400/student and the Memphis/Nashville trip costs approximately $560/student.  This will be on the October/ November agenda.

C. IASB District Meeting – October 4th at Benton Community.  If anyone would like to attend, let the office know.  

D.  Proceeds from Disposal of Goods – Kettle brought $425 less commission, file cabinets $27.50, less commission.  

E. Title I allocation for 2012-2013 is $68,545

F.  iPads – Mrs. Andreassen informed the board that the staff have them now and are starting to use the apps with students.  Grant Wood is coming to our district during a professional development day to talk with staff about apps.  We will report back with progress with the training.  Discussed that the middle grade levels will probably be the ones that receive the roll out this year.  The board discussed calculators for the math classes and future technology.  

Mr. Van Roekel- Homecoming is next week.  Football game this week is at Southeast Warren.  

Some seniors approached the administration requesting to decorate/teepee the high school building.  The answer was no.  The revised request is now blue and gold streamers on the trees in front of the high school and they would then clean it up on Saturday morning – all supervised by EV staff.  What is the board’s thoughts on this?  The board agreed that there was no opposition if done properly.  

Next regular meeting on October 10th, 2012 in the Conference room.

A motion was made by George, seconded by A. Axmear to adjourn at 8:46 pm.  Motion carried. 

Wendy Ayers

Board Secretary

The Minutes of the Special Meeting of the English Valleys Board of Directors on August 29th, 2012.

English Valleys members present:  Terri Riegel, Andrew Axmear,  Duane Allen, Angela George, Wendy Ayers

Members absent:  Steve Axmear

Others present:  Alan Jensen, Angie Nolte, Brian Rathje, Jeff Blosser, Ronald Grimm, Shelly Blaylock, Elaine Sorden, Joe George, Jon Kolosik, Vicki Pope, Jason Westhoff, Joani Westhoff, Jane Sanders, Jake Sanders, Tim Mohror, Lauren Miller, Abby Westhoff, Bonnie Romine, Scott Romine, Rylee Voss, Nancy Voss, Tom Voss, Sydney Stephenson.

A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

Mr. Jensen addressed the group and discussed that the board is currently exploring the possibility of constructing a new competition gym.  Mr. Jensen informed the patrons  that the only stipulation that has been decided is that it would be connected to the high school.   Mr. Jensen discussed that the funding source that the board would use is borrowing against the District’s local option sales tax monies.  The district would borrow against future revenues of local option money which is statewide now and is scheduled to sunset in 2030.  Mr. Jensen informed the patrons that the district currently has in excess of $1 million dollars to put toward the project.  

Mr. Jensen discussed current English Valleys debt, which will be done in May of 2016.  Mr. Jensen also discussed current income and property tax rates for both the current and historical EV and DR-M districts.  Mr. Jensen also discussed the instructional support levy and the property tax relief given to district property tax payers.  

Architect Jeff Blosser, RDG Planning and Design, Des Moines, introduced himself to the patrons.  Jeff is an English Valleys 1985 graduate and is very excited to work on a project for his  own high school. 

Jeff discussed with the  patrons that the project is just in the very early stages and the board and himself are collecting information from all avenues.  Jeff informed the patrons that he proposed a 98’ X 104’ structure – the current gym is 80’ X 90’.  

Jeff offered five different scenarios to place the gym – on the west of the high school and east of the high school.   Pros and cons were discussed on all the options.  Jeff also showed several recent gyms that RDG had constructed.  

Discussions were started on adding a stage to the north side of the existing gym, parking issues, walking track, a fitness room, lockerrooms.

Mr. Jensen discussed that the District would not be purchasing any more land – the current property will be where the gym would be constructed. 

Jeff discussed timelines and ideally, the project could be done for the 2013-2014 basketball season. 

New acoustics were discussed.  Mr. Jensen discussed with the board that there wouldn’t have to be a vote of the people – this isn’t a bond issue and there would be no chance for the board to go back to the patrons to ask for more money for the project.  

The patrons discussed uses for the old gymnasium.  

Mr. Jensen again discussed funding and said that the board would not utilize it’s total borrowing capacity – money would be untouched for other projects that the district would need, including continuing the 1:1 initiative.  Patrons discussed making sure the public is informed. 

Discussions were about building pride for our children and keeping students in our school.  

A motion was made by A. Axmear, seconded by Allen to adjourn at 8:22 pm.  Motion carried. 

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the English Valleys Board of Directors on August 15th, 2012.

English Valleys members present:  Terri Riegel, Andrew Axmear,  Duane Allen, Angela George, Wendy Ayers

Members absent:  Steve Axmear

Others present:  Alan Jensen, Marty Van Roekel, Amy  Andreassen, Angie Nolte, Susan Schaefer, Andrea Furlong, Alan Ling, Pat Barney, Jeff Blosser

A motion was made by George, seconded by A. Axmear to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Allen, seconded by George to approve the minutes of the meetings held July 10th and July 30th, 2012.  Motion carried.

There were no communications.

The board welcomed the visitors to the meeting. 

A motion was made by George, seconded by A. Axmear to approve the August Activity bills.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen to approve the August General bills.  Motion carried.

The board received the Secretary’s Financial Reports for the month ending July 31st, 2012.

The board received the resignation from Susan Folkmann as 2nd Grade Teacher.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen  to approve Susan Folkmann’s resignation as 2nd Grade Teacher.  Motion carried.

The board received the resignation of Alisca deRegnier as Cheerleading sponsor.  A motion was made by  A. Axmear, seconded by Allen to approved Alisca deRegnier’s resignation as Cheerleading sponsor.  Motion carried. 

The board received the resignation from Cody Perry as Assistant Wrestling coach.  A motion was made by George, seconded by A. Axmear to approve Cody Perry’s resignation as Assistant Wrestling coach.  Motion carried.

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board approve the contract of 2nd Grade Teacher and Cheerleading Sponsor to Jessica Walker, Sigourney.  A motion was made by A. Axmear, seconded by Allen to approve the contract of 2nd Grade Teacher and  cheerleading sponsor for Jessica Walker for the 2012-2013 school year, at the salary of $32,926.32.  Roll call vote.  A. Axmear aye, Allen aye, Riegel aye,  George aye.  Motion carried. 

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board approve the contract of JH Volleyball coach to Meredith Holm.  A motion as made by George, seconded by A. Axmear to approve Meredith Holm’s contract as JH Volleyball coach for the 2012-2013 school year, at the salary of $1,472.62.   Roll Call vote.  A. Axmear aye, Allen aye, Riegel aye, George aye.  Motion carried. 

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board approve the contract of Assistant Volleyball  to Rebecca Becker.  A motion was made by George, seconded by A. Axmear  to approve Rebecca Becker’s contract as Assistant Volleyball coach for the 2012-2013 school year, at a salary of $1,767.15.  Roll Call vote. A. Axmear aye, Allen aye, Riegel aye, George aye.  Motion carried. 

Administration discussed with the board that the 2012-2013 Title I allocation has not been released.  Administration informed the board that Title I is a federal program that the District uses  for elementary students who need boost in reading.  Administration informed the board that the funds are used for salaries and benefits.  A motion was made by Allen,  seconded by George to approve participation in the Title I reading program during the 2012-2013 school year.  Motion carried.

The board received the Shared Science  teacher agreement from Williamsburg for the 2012-2013 school year.  Max Turner will be teaching 7th grade Science classes at English Valleys.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen to approve the Shared Science Teacher agreement with Williamsburg Schools for the 2012-2013 school year, for  $14,909.13.  Motion carried.

The board received the Shared Art teacher agreement with Tri-County for the services of Jody Cowman.  A motion was made by George, seconded by A. Axmear to approve the Shared Art Teacher agreement with Tri-County for the 2012-2013 school year, for $20,654.38 for 7/16’s time.  Motion carried.

Head cook Pat Barney was present to discuss the Hot lunch program and  major changes for this school year.  Pat informed the board that children are now required to have five components on their plate.  Every student, every day is required to take a fruit or vegetable.    Also, dark green and orange vegetables and legumes are offered every day.  The push is to cut calories and fat.  Pat informed the  board that we no longer will we be able to offer unlimited bread- there is now a maximum amount of servings per week.   We will not be able to serve bread every day and the bread will have to  be SERVED.  Pat informed the board that fresh fruit will be served everyday – apples oranges,  and maybe bananas.  The student will have to take at least one selection of fruit and vegetables every day.  Condiments will no longer be put out- ketchup and ranch dressing will now be  portioned in cups and handed out to them. Pat informed the board that the cooks will be talking to the kids a lot this year – making sure we’re trying to get things that they like, but this will be a learning process for all of us.   

Pat discussed that the recommendation is that dessert will be offered less.  

Administration informed the board that Mrs. Andreassen will be talking to the kids the first week of school to talk about the changes. There will be handouts, possibly a newsletter article to discuss the changes.  

A motion was made by Allen, seconded by George to approve the Federal Hot Lunch Program, with Offer vs. Serve program.  Motion carried.  

Administration informed the board that the District is interested in participation in an Administrative mentoring program through SAI. The cost is $500 per year.  A motion was made by George, seconded by A. Axmear to approve to participate  in the Administrative mentoring program through SAI.  Motion carried.

The board held the first reading of the Board policy #506.1 – Student Records Access and #506.2 – Student Directory Information.  Administration informed the board that the changes are due to new federal regulations regarding the FERPA law.  The second reading and possible approval of these policies will be during the September meeting.

Administration discussed the facilities upgrades.  Mr. Jensen informed the board that the new  Playground lawn seeding is going well.   The vestibule is almost done – wiring still needs completed.  Kitchen is a work in progress – the stoves were put in today.  The water was also hooked up today.  

The air conditioning is being installed in the cafeteria. 

Architect Jeff Blosser was present to discuss the Competition Gym.  Mr. Jensen discussed with the board that the contract between RDG and English Valleys is currently being reviewed by Ahlers Law Firm.  

Jeff discussed with the board that several different phases are needed to work through the whole process of development.   Jeff discussed doing some studies of what will be most constructable and most affordable for the district.  Jeff talked about the bidding process.  Jeff also discussed the construction phase of the project and that he would be visiting the site twice a month. 

Jeff discussed gathering input from interested parties.  Mr. Jensen informed the board the Jeff has the next two Wednesday evenings set aside to discuss the project and gather ideas from the staff and coaches at one meeting, and the patrons of the district at another meeting.  

Jeff informed the board that much information still needs to be gathered – will the current mechanical systems work – can we tie in the existing system.  What does the community want – Jeff explained that getting the public’s input and involvement.  The board discussed with Jeff possibilities for the project:  a wellness center, more parking, better stage, storage, sound system, walking track, lockerrooms. 

The board agreed to have the staff and coaches meet with Jeff the following Wednesday, August 22nd and then with the public on August 29th in the cafeteria.  The board discussed publicizing the meeting to reach all interested patrons.  

Administration discussed with the board consigning two of our older buses at Duwa’s this fall - the results we saw last year were good.  Administration also discussed consigning the steam kettle at Yoder’s.  A motion was made by by George, seconded by  A. Axmear to consign the buses at Duwa’s  and the steam kettle at Yoder’s.  Motion carried. 

Information and Discussion Items:  

The board discussed the waste oil from the bus barn and that  Charlie Trier would still like to take it. The board agreed that would be fine. 

Administration informed the board of recent Open Enrollment applications.  Dakota Poe, Keswick, has filed open enrollment papers to attend English Valleys from the Tri-County District.  Administration informed the board that Dakota has been homeschooled for a couple years – he will be a Junior.   Administration informed the board that we anticipate that he will earn credit for his work here but we can’t grant credits for his home schooling years.  We  don’t anticipate him to earn enough credits and graduate.  Hopefully Dakota will be able to take the ACT and hopefully go to college, which is his plan. 

Dakota is not eligible for 90 school days for band, chorus, and varsity athletic contests, but he is  eligible to play JV ball.   

The board received an open enrollment application from Maelyn Parsons – to the  Williamsburg District.  

Administration informed the board that we were notified today of a potential  family wanting to enroll to the English Valleys.

Mrs. Andreassen discussed the recent SAI conference, the Inservice Agenda and the iPad roll out - staff gets their iPads this week.  

SINA- Mrs. Andreassen informed the board that the English Valleys Jr./Sr. High school was recently placed on the SINA list – a School in need of assistance.  Mrs. Andreassen informed the board that the reason is Jr. High students that aren’t making enough progress on the ITBS tests.  Administration informed the board that the district will notify parents of affected students in writing and will work with Grant Wood to focus on students that are affected and move forward to get them the help they need.

Mr. Van Roekel thanked the  board for the improvements at the high school – new windows and new floor.  All is very much appreciated, he stated. 

The next meeting is scheduled for September 12th, 2012.  

A motion was made by A. Axmear, seconded by George to adjourn at 8:55 pm.  Motion carried. 

The Minutes of the Special Meeting of the English Valleys Board of Directors on July 30, 2012.

English Valleys members present:  Terri Riegel, Andrew Axmear, Steve Axmear,  Duane Allen, Angie George, Board Secretary Wendy Ayers

Others present:  Alan Jensen, Marty Van Roekel, Amy Andreassen, Alan Ling. 

A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear to approve the agenda. Motion carried.

Superintendent Jensen recommended  the board offer the Business Teacher, Publications, and Newsletter contracts to Dan Mursewick, Illinois, at a salary of $35,282.52.  A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear to approve Dan Mursewick’s contract.  Roll call vote.  S. Axmear, A. Allen, Riegel, George,  all ayes.  Motion carried.

Administration informed the board that Susan Folkmann will be resigning her 2nd grade teaching position.  Her family is moving to Texas.  

Administration presented and discussed enrollment history. Administration discussed the architect interview process.

The board entered in to Architect interview schedule with OPN Architects and 6:15 pm.  FEH Associates interview began at 7pm.  RDG planning and Design’s interview was at 7:45 pm.  Struxture Architects’ interview was last at 8:30 pm.

All the firms discussed their recent projects.  The firms discussed the design teams and who would lead the project.  The firms discussed our gymnasium project and three of the four had designs and preliminary ideas for placement of the building.  

All four firms discussed their fees and timelines to complete the project.  

The board concluded the interviews and entered in to discussion on highlights of the four firms.  The board discussed fee structures for the four firms.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen, to hire RDG Design, Des Moines, for the fee of 5.5% of the total project (which was lower than their quoted fee).  If RDG declines that offer, the motion included then offering the contract to Struxture Architects, for 5.5% of the total project.  Roll Call vote.  A. Axmear aye, S. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Allen aye.  Motion carried.   

A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear  to adjourn  at 9:45 pm.  Motion carried. 

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the English Valleys Board of Directors on July 10, 2012.

English Valleys members present:  Terri Riegel, Andrew Axmear, Steve Axmear,  Duane Allen, Board Secretary Wendy Ayers

Members absent:  Angie George

Others present:  Alan Jensen, Marty Van Roekel, Amy Andreassen, Brian Rathje, Angie Nolte, Susan Schaefer, Pam Nachtman.

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear to approve the agenda. Motion carried.

A motion was made by  Allen seconded by S. Axmear to approve the minutes of the meeting held June 13th, 2012.  Motion carried.

There were no communications. 

There were no visitors. 

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by Allen to approve the July Activity Bills.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear to approve the General bills.  Motion carried.

The board received the Secretary’s Financial Reports for month ending 06/30/12. 

The board discussed the student built house project. Duane and Susan Schaefer has expressed interest in the Construction class building a home for them in North English.  Administration informed the board that Mr. Fritz has drawn up what they want for a floor plan.  A motion was made by  S. Axmear, seconded by Allen to approve the Construction class build a home for Duane and Susan Schaefer during the 2012-2013 school year for $10,000. Motion carried.

The board discussed purchase of 64 iPads for staff to start the training with the staff.  Teachers will each have one and can now explore how better to utilize technology in their classrooms.  Mrs. Andreassen discussed that all other districts they visited, staff first gets them to see what apps they would like to start with.  Administration informed the board that hopefully by the 2nd quarter, we can make a recommendation for  ordering iPads for kids. 

Administration informed the board that the funding source would be the  Losst fund.  The board discussed what’s out there that teachers could use in your classroom that benefit their instruction.  Administration discussed that the majority of teacher’s already know  what apps they would  like to pass on the kids and how they want to use them academically. Administration discussed that the goal is to  get the teachers to use it as a teaching tool.  A motion was made by Allen seconded by S. Axmear to approve the purchase of 64 iPads for staff in the amount of $38,736.  Motion carried.

The board received the  resignation from Alex Ganske as Business Teacher and Assistant Boys’ Basketball coach.  A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear to approve Mr. Ganske’s resignation as Business Teacher and Assistant Boys’ Basketball coach. Motion carried.

The board received the resignation from Mindy Davis as Softball coach.  A motion was made by  S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear to approve Mindy Davis’ resignation as Softball coach.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by Allen to approve the advancement in the form on one extra step on the salary schedule for Amy O’Neil and Chris Hester for prior teaching experience.  A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by Allen to approve advancement on the salary schedule for the Amy O’Neil and Chris Hester.  Roll call vote.  

S. Axmear, Allen, Riegel, A. Axmear all ayes.  Motion carried. 

Superintendent Jensen recommended  the board offer the Assistant Football contract to Pat O’Brien at a salary of $1,767.20.  A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear to approve Pat O’Brien’s Assistant Football contract.  Roll call vote.  S. Axmear, A. Allen, Riegel, A. Axmear all ayes.  Motion carried.

Administration informed the board that we are currently looking for a Jr. High football coach now.  

Administration discussed with the board changes in the  Coaches’ Handbook.   A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear  to approve said changes to the Coaches’handbook.   Motion carried.

The board discussed appointing a Board Secretary/Treasurer and School Business Official for the 2012-2013 school year.  A motion was made by  Allen, seconded by A. Axmear  to appoint Wendy Ayers as Board Secretary/Treasurer and School Business Official for the 2012-2013 school year.  Motion carried.

The Board discussed the bank depository limits  for the 2012-2013 school year.  A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by Allen,  to approve bank depository limits as follows:

White State Bank, South English  $8,000,000

MidWest One Bank, North English  $2,000,000

Wells Fargo, Des Moines  $8,000,000

Motion carried.

The Board discussed the Legal counsel  for the 2012-2013 school year.  A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by George to appoint the firms of Ahlers & Cooney, P.C. of Des Moines,  Elwood, Elwood and Leinen, North English,  Rick Engel of Des Moines and Orville Bloethe, Elwood and Buchanan of Victor as legal counsel for the 2012-2013 school year.  Motion carried.

The Board discussed appointing the Truant officers for the 2012-2013 school year.  A motion was made by George, seconded by A. Axmear, to approve Keokuk, Iowa, and Poweshiek County Sheriff’s Departments  as truant officers for the 2012-2013 school year.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the  FFA officer out of state trip to Mt. Caroll, Illinois, July 25th through July 27th.  A motion was made by Allen, seconded by A. Axmear to approve the FFA officer’s trip to Illinois.  Motion carried.  

The board discussed student fees for 2012 – 2013 school year.  The board discussed  the breakfast, lunch, registration and Driver’s Education fees.  A motion was made by S. Ackerman, seconded by A. Axmear to increase the breakfast fees, PK-12 lunch fees by $.10 for the 2012-2013 school year.  The board agreed to leave the registration fees the same as the 2011-2012 school year.  The adult breakfast will increase to $1.55, the adult lunch will increase to $2.75, and Driver’s Education fees will remain at $245 for the 2012-2013 school year.    Motion carried.

The board discussed the substitute teacher pay for the 2012-2013 school year.   A motion was made by A. Axmear, seconded by S. Axmear to leave substitute teaching pay for the 2012-2013 year at $110/day, plus lunch.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the Elementary handbook.  A motion was made by Allen, seconded by A. Axmear, to approve the Elementary handbook for the 2012-2013 school year.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the Teacher handbook for the 2012-2013 school year.  A motion was made by A. Axmear, seconded by S. Axmear, to approve the 2012-2013 Teacher handbook.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the Competition gym plans.  Administration informed the board that we will set July 30th as the night to interview candidates.  

The board discussed with administration the recent facilities upgrades.  The playground has started.  The kitchen floor has had drains replaced and concrete poured, ceiling lights are down and Mr. Fritz will begin work on the walls next week.  

Vestibule – Electrical work needs done. 

Terrazo in cafeteria – is starting the following day.  The windows are being framed in in cafeteria.

The board discussed certification and compensation for associates.  Mrs. Andreassen briefly outlined the levels of  Paraeducator certification and what is  mandatory. Mrs. Andreassen discussed the CDA certificate, which requires additional training.   Mrs. Andreassen also discussed the Teach scholarship for  CDA certification.  Mrs. Andreassen discussed that you won’t apply for CDA classes without  the teach scholarship grant. 

Mrs. Andreassen also stated that Empowerment also offers money for all of the training.  The Paraeducator Generalist is all on their own.  The teacher associate pays for that certificate.  Administration informed the board that the District has traditionally offered a

3 % additional compensation if the teacher associate received their paraeducator  certificate.  Administration also mentioned that the District has hired paraeducators with experience and have granted that experience in the form of a higher starting wage. 

Mrs. Andreassen informed the board that the additional training for the CDA – the district has given release time.  We’ve had two that have worked on their CDA, during work hours and we have allowed them to go without penalty.  We have not deducted any personal days  and hired a substitute.  

Administration informed the board that CDA is relatively new to Iowa.  Only CDA is reimbursed – Stacy Axmear has gotten some but not all of her tuition reimbursed.  

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear, to allow permission for several groups to use the baseball field for celebration activities.  Motion carried. 

IASB  2012 legislative priorities.  Administration discussed with the board to think about any legislative actions they would like to see addressed.  

Information and Discussion Items: 

The board discussed possibly selling a school bus, by auction or advertisement.   

First football game is before school starts on August 17th.  The athletic directors from EV and Iowa Valley decided to play the extra game.   

The board discussed start times for softball and baseball.  

Open enrollments – Maeve Diller and Kyle Neuschwander, both kindergartners to the Mid-Prairie Home Assistance Program.  

Administration informed the board that the shared art teacher agreement from  Tri-County is yet to come. 

Administration informed the board that the District will enter in to a Shared science teacher agreement with  Williamsburg.  Max Turner will teach 7th grade Science. 

The board discussed past enrollment figures. 

The board discussed moving the regular meeting in August to the 15th. 

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear to approve moving the August 15th, 2012.  Motion carried.  

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear  to adjourn  at 8: 00 pm.  Motion carried. 

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the English Valleys Board of Directors held June 13th, 2012.

English Valleys members present:  Terri Riegel,  Duane Allen,  Steve Axmear, Andrew Axmear, Angie George, Wendy Ayers

Others present:  Superintendent Alan Jensen, Susan Schaefer, Mr. Rathje, MPC Representative

The Board entered Exempt Session at 6:00 pm under Chapter 21.9 of the Iowa Code for the Purpose of Conducting a Strategy Session for those Employees not covered by Chapter 20. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:33pm

A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear to approve the agenda, with the deletion of Item #28.  Motion carried.  

A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear to enter closed session Under 21.9(1)(i) of the Code of Iowa for the Purpose of Evaluating an Individual Whose Performance is Being Considered at 6:34 pm.   Roll call vote.  A. Axmear aye, S. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Allen aye.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear to return to Open Session.  Roll call vote. A. Axmear aye, S. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Allen aye.  Motion carried. 

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear to approve the minutes of the meeting held May 9th, 2012.  Motion carried. 

There were no Communications. 

There were no Visitors.

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by George  to approve the June 2012 Activity bills.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by  Allen, seconded by George to approve the June 2012 General bills.  Motion carried.

The board received the Secretary/Treasurer’s Financial Report for the Month ending 05/31/12.

The board discussed and held the second reading of Board policy #605.6, Internet – Appropriate Use.   A motion was made by Allen, seconded by S. Axmear, to approve Board policy #605.6 – Internet, Appropriate use.  Roll call vote. S. Axmear aye, A. Axmear aye, Allen aye, Riegel aye, George aye.  Motion carried. 

The board received a resignation from Scott Romine as Newsletter Advisor and Web Master.  A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by George to accept Mr. Romine’s resignation as Newsletter Advisor and Webmaster.  Motion carried. 

The board received a resignation from Al Mews as Jr. High Boys’ Basketball coach.  A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear, contingent upon finding a suitable replacement.  Motion carried. 

The board received a resignation from Jeff Kingland as Jr. High Volleyball coach.  A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by Allen to approve Jeff Kingland’s resignation as Jr. High Volleyball coach.  Motion carried. 

The board received a resignation from Justin Pitts as Part time Secondary Science teacher.  A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear to accept Justin Pitts resignation as Part time Secondary Science teacher.  Motion carried. 

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board offer the Preschool Teacher contract to Hattie Miller, Beaman, for the 2012-2013 school year at a salary of $32,180, and the Jr. High Volleyball coaching contract for the 2012-2013 school year at a salary of $1,472.   A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen, to approve Hattie Miller’s contracts for the 2012-2013 school year with a salary of $32,180 for the Preschool teaching position, and $1,472 for the Junior High Volleyball coaching position.  Roll call vote.  Allen aye, George aye, Riegel aye, S. Axmear aye, A. Axmear aye.  Motion carried.   

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board offer the 3rd Grade Teacher contract to Meredith Holm, Sigourney, for the 2012-2013 school year at a salary of $32,180.  A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear, to approve Meredith Holm’s 3rd Grade teaching contract for the 2012-2013 at a salary of $32,180.  Roll call vote.  Allen aye, George aye, Riegel aye, S. Axmear aye, A. Axmear aye.  Motion carried.

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board offer the Cross Country Coaching contract to Jeff Gordon for the 2012-2013 school year at a salary of $2,061.68.  A motion was made by A. Axmear, seconded by S. Axmear, to approve Jeff Gordon’s Cross Country Coaching contract for the 2012-2013 at a salary of $2,061.68.  Roll call vote.  Allen aye, George aye, Riegel aye, S. Axmear aye, A. Axmear aye.  Motion carried.

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board approve Brant Andreassen as volunteer assistant coach for Junior High Softball.  A motion was made by A. Axmear, seconded by George, to approve Brant Andreassen as volunteer assistant coach for Junior High Softball.  Motion carried.

The board entered into a joint meeting of the Iowa Valley and English Valleys School Boards. 

Iowa Valley members present: Frank Davis, Mark Swift, Brad Patterson, Jane Fry, Janet Graft

English Valleys members present:  :  Terri Riegel,  Duane Allen,  Steve Axmear, Andrew Axmear, Angie George, Wendy Ayers

Others present:  Superintendent Alan Jensen, Susan Schaefer, Mr. Rathje, MPC Representative

The board discussed the Sharing Agreement.  English Valleys is the fiscal agent and  sells 50% to Iowa Valley Schools.  The board discussed the length of the agreement, the committee formed for the agreement, and the early retirement clauses and costs attached to the agreement.  

The two board discussed increasing Mr. Jensen’s salary by $2,000.

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by George, to approve the Alan Jensen’s Superintendent Contract through June 30th, 2014, with a $2,000 raise.  Roll call vote.  Allen aye, George aye, Riegel aye, S. Axmear aye, A. Axmear aye.  Motion carried. 

A motion was made by  George, seconded by S. Axmear, to approve the Shared Superintendent’s agreement with Iowa Valley Schools through June 30th, 2014.   .  Roll call vote.  Allen aye, George aye, Riegel aye, S. Axmear aye, A. Axmear aye.  Motion carried.  

The board recessed at 7:35 pm

The board reconvened at 7:40 pm   

The board discussed the Milk and Orange Juice bids.  A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by George, to approve Anderson Erickson’s bid for milk and orange juice for the 2012-2013 school year.  Motion carried. 

The Board discussed the bread bids.  A motion was made by  George, seconded by Allen to approve Sara Lee’s bid for bread for the 2012-2013 school year.  Motion carried.

Administration discussed with the board technology purchases for the 2012-2013 school year.  The proposal was for several units for the high school building, security cameras, and graphic calculators for a total of $16,901.  A motion was made by A. Axmear to approve the technology purchases as presented, seconded by S. Axmear .  Motion carried.

The board discussed Superintendent Jensen’s recommendation for Contract  Non-Renewal for Doug deRegnier’s bus driving and mechanic contracts.  Mr. Jensen’s  recommendation proposed that Mr. deRegnier’s bus mechanic duties and bus route position be eliminated due to decreased numbers on the bus routes and budgetary constraints.  A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by Allen to accept the Superintendent’s  recommendation for non-renewal of Doug deRegnier’s contracts.  Roll Call vote.  Allen aye, A. Axmear aye, S. Axmear aye, George aye, Riegel aye.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the  Non-Certified and Administrative contracts for the 2012-2013 school year.  A motion was made by Allen, seconded by George, to approve the 2012-2013 non-certified and administrative contracts with a  2.2% increase for those who have the insurance benefit and a 3.70% for those who do not receive the insurance benefit.  Roll call vote.  Allen aye, A. Axmear aye, S. Axmear aye, George aye, Riegel aye.  Motion carried.

The board discussed plans for the 2012-2013 Student built house.  Administration informed the board that Mr. Fritz feels that the numbers are there for next year to once again build a home in the North English area.  Mr. Jensen informed the board that an interested private party is in discussions with Mr. Fritz for the construction of a home.  

The board held the first discussed of an out of state trip by the FFA Officers to Illinois In July.  More discussion and possibly action will be during the July meeting.   

The board discussed the Competition Gym.  Mr. Jensen informed the board that he had discussed with an architect a timeline and if the district would like to proceed for a possibly construction in 2013, the board would need to start very soon. The board discussed moving forward and public input – Mr. Allen informed the board that he had been approached by a patron to look in to possibly upgrading the science labs.  The board continued discussions on possible locations, moving forward and staring the interview process with interested architects.  A motion was made by George to move forward to begin the process of  interviewing  architects for a competition gym construction.  Seconded by  Allen.  Motion carried.

The board discussed moving the July board meeting date to July 10th.  The board agreed by consensus to move the meeting to July 10th, at 6:30 pm.   

The board discussed the recent facility upgrades - Playground – The  Elementary playground equipment has been cleared out – cement around poles cleaned off.  Week of the 18th – the cement will be  installed and the week of the 25th – the equipment will be installed.

Mr. Jensen informed the board that the asbestos tile has been  removed already.  The kitchen drains are currently being replaced.  The week of June 18th – tile floor is being installed except for the kitchen which will be a later date.  Plumbing, electrical, and the  cover on the walls will be installed.  Vestibule – the  steel/frame is up but the doors are not on yet.

The board discussed if the high school playground structure will all come down.  The board discussed putting up the other playground equipment after ball season is over.  

The board received open enrollment papers for Gage Bender and Hope deRegnier to open enroll to the Mid-Prairie School District to be a part of the Home Schooling Assistance program.   

The board discussed a possible future Ipad purchase for our students.  Administration informed the board that the District is conducting more research on it.  

Administration/board communications – Administration informed the board that Coaches’ handbook changes will be coming in July. 

Next Regular Meeting - July 10th at 6:30 pm

A motion was made by A. Axmear to adjourn, seconded by George to adjourn at 8:35 pm.  Motion carried.

Wendy L. Ayers

Board Secretary

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the English Valleys Board of Directors held May 9th, 2012.

English Valleys members present:  Terri Riegel,  Duane Allen, Angie (electronic), Wendy Ayers

Members absent:  Steven Axmear,   Andrew Axmear

Others present:  Superintendent Alan Jensen, Amy Andreassen,  Marty Van Roekel, Angie Nolte

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 pm

A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.       

A motion was made by Allen, seconded by George to approve the minutes of the meetings held April 5th, April 11th, April 17th, and April 25th, 2012.  Motion carried. 

There were no Communications. 

There were no Visitors.

 A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen to approve the May 2012 Activity bills.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Allen, seconded by George to approve the May 2012 General bills.  Motion carried.

The board received the Secretary/Treasurer’s Financial Report for the Month ending 04/30/12.

The board held the second reading of Board policy #104, Anti-Bullying/Harassment.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen to approve Board policy #104.  Roll call vote.  Riegel aye, Allen aye, George aye.  Motion carried.  

The board held the second reading of Board policy #102, #102.E1, #102.R1, #302.1, #303.2, #401.1, #405.2, #411.2 and #500.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen to approve said policies.  Roll Call vote.  Allen aye, George aye, Riegel aye.  Motion carried. 

The board discussed the High School kitchen and Classroom floor bids.  Administration informed the board that the District received two bids. 

Garcia  $4,940.74 

Witte’s $4,000  

 A motion was made by Allen, seconded by George, to accept  Witte’s proposal for tile  for  $4,000.  Roll call vote. Riegel aye, Allen aye, George aye.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Allen, seconded by George, to approve the list of 2012 Graduates, contingent upon successful completion of classes. Motion carried.

The board received a resignation from Jeff Gordon as Assistant Football Coach.  A motion was made by Allen, seconded by George to accept Mr. Gordon’s resignation as Assistant Football Coach, contingent upon finding a suitable replacement.  Motion carried.

The board received a resignation from Amy Davis as Valley Rush Advisor.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen to accept  Amy Davis’ resignation as Valley Rush Advisor.  Motion carried.

Administration recommended offering a contract to Pat O’Brien the Junior High Baseball coaching contract.  Administration informed the board that Vince Roth was offered the contract in April but Mr. Roth has accepted a teaching position in Cedar Rapids and with mandated training scheduled for June, Mr. Roth could not accept the coaching position. A motion was made by Allen, seconded by George to offer the JH Baseball coaching contract to Pat O’Brien at a salary of $1,468.50.  Roll Call vote.  Riegel aye, George aye, Allen aye.  Motion carried.

The Board discussed the SIAC recommendations.  Administration informed the board that the committee is recommending a language change in the  program of studies – just updating the description of High School courses.  The committee also approved a change to have the student handbook be entitled “Student and Parent handbook.”  A motion was made by Allen, seconded by George to approve the handbook changes.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the Elementary Art Sharing agreement between Tri-County and English Valleys. The agreement outlines English Valleys selling art teaching services provided by Audrey Eastin to Tri-County for the 2012-2012 school year.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen, to approve the 28E agreement with Tri-County Schools, selling the art teaching services of Audrey Eastin for the 2012-2013 school year.  Roll call vote.  Riegel aye, Allen aye, George aye.  Motion carried.  

Administration discussed with the board  purchasing a Football Blocking sled – Mr. Ling has recommended a 5 man $3,080.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen, to approve the purchase of a 5 man blocking sled for $3,080.   Motion carried.

Administration discussed with the board the Baseball field lights. One pole fell over in a recent wind storm.  Soon after, Alliant inspected the other poles and advised that the next pole in the west outfield side of baseball field is in such poor condition that it needs replaced. Dave Smith was present and addressed the board.  He investigated replacement options for the two poles.  Dave informed the board that to replace two wooden 80 ft poles, the cost would be around $12,000.  The problem is that Alliant/REC will not set the poles – they are too big.  Dave informed the board that we maybe could get the help from Townsend Crane and ITC to set the poles.  Another proposal was a bid from Musco for two metal poles – they would come and set them at a cost of $26,750.  Dave informed the board that these would be better longevity – if the District ever wanted to build another baseball field in another location, these poles could be moved to go with the field.     

Another option Dave discussed with the board is putting temporary lights on the existing poles to light the outfield to get through the season and then make a decision on the poles.  

Another proposal from Musco was for complete replacement of all lights for a cost of $70,000.

The board discussed going with the Musco proposal of $26,750 for two metal poles.  Insurance will cover the cost of one downed pole for approximately $5,000.  

Wooden poles – down there would need the lighting so we wouldn’t move them.  

 Administration and the board discussed with Dave putting in a new 400 amp service,  Administration also discussed that one tree may have to be taken down.    

A motion was made by Allen, seconded by George, to approve the proposal from Musco for replacement of the poles with two metal poles at a cost of  $26,750.   Dave Smith will do the wiring and installation as needed.  Roll call vote.  Riegel aye, Allen aye, George aye.  Motion carried.   

The board discussed resurfacing the walking track at the high school.  The board discussed a proposal from L.L. Pelling for $4,487.50.   The cost of the project would be split between the city and the school.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen.  Motion carried.

The board continued discussed on the Competition gym.   Administration discussed that the EV Star is going to publish an article in an upcoming issue – using some of the same information sent out in the newsletter.    The board discussed interviewing architects and reviewing their work.  The board directed administration to talk to an architect and create the timeline backwards –  see what needs to be done through the next year to possibly start construction this time next year.   

Administration discussed proposals for heating and cooling units for the high school.  The board received a bid from $18,133 total for new units at the high school, with the units in the cafeteria with air conditioning from EV Plumbing.   A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen to accept EV Plumbing’s proposal for new heating and cooling units at the high school for $18,133.  Roll Call vote.  Riegel aye, Allen aye, George aye.  Motion carried.

The board held the first reading of board policy -  #605.6  - Internet – Appropriate Use.  This will again appear on the next meeting’s agenda for consideration.  

Information and Discussion Items:

The board discussed revisiting the policies regarding the recent expulsions.  

The board acknowledged open enrollments – one from Stacia Linder, Montezuma  to EV and  Elijah Wedgewood;  Montezuma to EV for the 2012-2013 school year.  

The board discussed holding a joint meeting with Iowa Valley.  The board discussed tentatively setting the joint meeting during the Board’s regular meeting on June 13th.   

Superintendent’s evaluation – the board received those and will do that also the evening of June 13th.  President Riegel announced she would need the evaluations back the week of June 6th .

Technology Update -  The administration discussed the 1:1 iniative  and their recent Waverly Shell Rock visit.  Students in the  5th- 8th grades at Waverly Shell Rock have iPads.  Administration discussed their findings during the visit.  

Mr. Van Roekel discussed the upcoming Graduation activities.  

The next regular meeting is scheduled for June 13th, 2012 at 6:30 pm.

A motion was made by Allen seconded by George to adjourn  at 8:20 pm.  Motion carried.

The board entered exempt session at 8:21 pm. Under Chapter 20.17 (3) of the Iowa Code for the Purpose of Conducting a Collective Bargaining Strategy Session and Chapter 21.9 of the Iowa Code for the Purpose of Conducting a Strategy Session for those Employees not covered by Chapter 20.   

The Minutes of the Special Meeting of the English Valleys Board of Directors held April 25th, 2012.

English Valleys members present:  Terri Riegel, Steven Axmear, Angela George, Duane Allen,  Wendy Ayers

Members absent:  Andrew Axmear

Others present:  Alan Jensen, Marty Van Roekel, Susan Burneau, Amy Stephenson

The meeting was called to order at 6 pm. 

A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear, to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

 A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear to enter closed session Under Chapter 21.5(1)(i) of the Code of at 6:02 pm.  Roll call vote.  S. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Allen aye.  Motion carried.

The board held a hearing concerning the recommended discipline of a student (Closed Session – Iowa Code Section 21.5(1)(e) and Iowa code Section 21.5(1)(a).

A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear, to return to open session at 6:30 pm.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen, to accept the Superintendent’s recommendation that the student who was the subject of the disciplinary hearing be expelled from attendance in the English Valleys Community School District and any school activities for the remainder of the current semester;  That upon completion of the expulsion period, an application for re-admission must be submitted and approved by the administration prior to re-admission for the first semester of the next school year;  During the period of expulsion, the family is required to follow any and all recommendations of the juvenile court system, and make a report to the school administration when applying for re-admission to school; that written findings and conclusions consistent with the Board’s deliberations will be prepared and the President is authorized and directed execute the Findings of Fact and Conclusion. Roll call vote.  Allen aye, George abstained, S. Axmear aye, Riegel aye.  Motion carried.

The board entered Exempt Session Under Chapter 20.17 (3) of the Iowa Code for the Purpose of Conducting a Collective Bargaining Strategy Session and Chapter 21.9 of the Iowa Code for the Purpose of Conducting a Strategy Session for those Employees not covered by Chapter 20 at 6:32 pm. 

The board returned to open session at 6:39 pm.  

A motion was made by Allen, seconded by S. Axmear to ratify the 2012-2013 Master Contract.  Roll Call vote. Allen, S. Axmear, George aye, Riegel Aye.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen, to issue the teacher contracts for 2012-2013 school year.  Roll call vote.  Allen aye, S. Axmear aye, George aye, Riegel aye.  Motion carried.

The board discussed staffing for the 2012-2013 school year.  A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear to hire an additional elementary classroom teacher beginning with the 2012-2013 school year to eliminate the current single section class.  Roll call vote.  S. Axmear aye, George aye, Allen aye, Riegel aye.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the possibility of  the reduction of one bus route.  Administration informed the board that they are compiling information to study the students numbers on our bus routes.  The board also discussed studying the need for a on – staff bus mechanic vs. out sourcing the work.  

The board discussed the replacement of window and heater replacement in the high school cafeteria.  Administration informed the board that the district received a proposal to add air conditioning to the units at an approximate cost of $25,000.  After discussion, the board directed administration to obtain bids for a possible addition of air conditioning to the units.  

The board president declared a recess at 7:15 pm

The board reconvened at 7:30 pm.

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by  George to enter closed session Under Chapter 21.5(1)(i) of the Code of at 7:30 pm.  Roll call vote.  S. Axmear aye, Allen aye, George aye, Riegel aye.  Motion carried.

The board held a hearing concerning the recommended discipline of a student (Closed Session – Iowa Code Section 21.5(1)(e) and Iowa code Section 21.5(1)(a).

A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear, to return to open session at 8:11 pm.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Allen, seconded by S. Axmear, to accept the Superintendent’s recommendation that the student who was the subject of the disciplinary hearing be expelled from attendance in the English Valleys Community School District and any school activities for the remainder of the current semester;  That upon completion of the expulsion period, an application for re-admission must be submitted and approved by the administration prior to re-admission for the first semester of the next school year;  During the period of expulsion, the family is required to comply with any court orders and pay any fines associated with criminal charges.  The family and student are encouraged to obtain substance abuse counseling or treatment for the student, and make a report to the school administration when applying for re-admission to school; that written findings and conclusions consistent with the Board’s deliberations will be prepared and the President is authorized and directed execute the Findings of Fact and Conclusion. Roll call vote.  Riegel aye, George abstain, S. Axmear aye, Allen aye.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear, to adjourn at 8:14 pm.  Motion carried.

Wendy L. Ayers

Board Secretary

The Minutes of the Special Meeting of the English Valleys Board of Directors held April 17, 2012.

English Valleys members present:  Terri Riegel, Andrew Axmear, Angela George, Duane Allen,  Wendy Ayers

Members absent:  Steven Axmear

Others present:  Alan Jensen, Marty Van Roekel, Susan Burneau

The meeting was called to order at 9:03 am. 

A motion was made by George, seconded by A. Axmear, to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

 A motion was made by Allen, seconded by George to enter closed session Under Chapter 21.5(1)(i) of the Code of at 9:03 am.  Roll call vote.  A. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Allen aye.  Motion carried.

The board held a hearing concerning the recommended discipline of a student (Closed Session – Iowa Code Section 21.5(1)(e) and Iowa code Section 21.5(1)(a).

A motion was made by George, seconded by A. Axmear, to return to open session at 9:40 am.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by George, seconded by A. Axmear, to accept the Superintendent’s recommendation that the student who was the subject of the disciplinary hearing be expelled from attendance in the English Valleys Community School District and any school activities for the remainder of the current semester;  That upon completion of the expulsion period, an application for re-admission must be submitted and approved by the administration prior to re-admission for the first semester of the next school year;  During the period of expulsion, the family is encouraged to obtain substance abuse counseling or treatment.  The family is also encouraged to work with and follow the IEP team’s recommendations and to make the progress reports available to the school administration when applying for re-admission to school; that written findings and conclusions consistent with the Board’s deliberations will be prepared and the President is authorized and directed execute the Findings of Fact and Conclusion. Roll call vote.  Allen aye, George aye, A. Axmear aye, Riegel aye.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by George, seconded by A. Axmear, to adjourn at 9:45 am.  Motion carried.

Wendy L. Ayers

Board Secretary

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the English Valleys Board of Directors held April 12th, 2012.

English Valleys members present:  Terri Riegel,  Duane Allen,  Angela George, Steve Axmear, Andrew Axmear, Wendy Ayers

Members absent:  

Others present:  Superintendent Alan Jensen, Amy Andreassen,  Angie Nolte, Syd George, Alisca deRegnier, Brad Barnes, Mitch Witte

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm

A motion was made by George, seconded S. Axmear, to approve the agenda with the changes to #5 (Discuss and Take action to receive the 2010-2011 School Audit).  Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING – 2012-2013  BUDGET  Administration discussed the levies in comparison to last year’s rates.    Board Secretary Ayers informed the board that there were no verbal and written comments received. 

The hearing was declared closed.  

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear to approve March 14th, 2012  minutes.  Motion carried.  

The board received Funeral flower thank yous. 

Visitors – Board President Riegel welcomed our visitors.

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by George, to approve the payment of the Activity Bills.  Motion carried.

The board discussed a large Cummins bill for Doug’s 2007 bus.

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear to approve the April 2012 General bills.  Motion carried. 

The board received the financial Reports for the Month Ending 3/31/12.   

Brad Barnes, the district’s auditor, presented the 2011FY audit report.  Mr. Barnes discussed the  MD & A reports.  

A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear to receive the FY11 audit.  Motion carried.

 A motion was made by George, seconded S. Axmear, to approve the 2012-2013 school budget.  Roll call vote.  Riegel aye, S. Axmear aye, A. Axmear aye, Allen aye, George aye.  Motion carried. 

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by Duane Allen to approve the Budget Guarantee Resolution for the 2012-2013 School Budget.  Roll call vote.  .  Riegel aye, S. Axmear aye, A. Axmear aye, Allen aye, George aye. Motion carried.

The board held the first reading of  Board policy #104 Anti-Bullying/Harrassment – outlining recent mandated changes to the policy.  This policy will appear on the May 2012 agenda for possible action.

The board held the first readings of Board policies #102, #302.1, #303.1, #401.1, #405.2, #411.2, #500.  These policies will appear on the May 2012 agenda for possible action.

Administration presented and discussed High school cafeteria floor bids.  The District received a bid for $27,925 from  EJ Terrazo & Tile.  The board discussed the pros and cons of terrazzo vs. tile.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen to accept the bid for terrazzo from EJ Terrazo & Tile.  Riegel aye, George aye, Allen aye, S. Axmear nay, A. Axmear nay.  3-2 vote. Motion carried.

The following are Contract recommendations from the Superintendent– 

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by George to approve to issue the Jr. High Softball contract to Mike Gerard at a salary of  $1,468.50 for the summer of 2012. Roll call vote.   S. Axmear aye, Allen aye, George aye, A. Axmear aye, Riegel aye.  Motion carried.  

A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear to approve to issue the Assistant Softball contract to Stephanie Rank at a salary of  $1,762.50 for the summer of 2012. Roll call vote.   Allen aye, George aye, A. Axmear aye, S. Axmear, Riegel aye.  Motion carried.  

A motion was made by A. Axmear, seconded by S. Axmear to approve to issue Summer Baseball concessions contract to Angela George at a salary of  $375 for the summer of 2012. Roll call vote.   A. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, S. Axmear aye, Allen aye, George abstain.  Motion carried.  

A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear to approve to issue the Jr. High Baseball contract to Vincent Roth at a salary of  $1,468.50 for the summer of 2012, contingent upon fielding enough players . Roll call vote.   A. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, S. Axmear aye, Allen aye, George aye.  Motion carried.  

Administration discussed with the board entering into a 28E Agreement with several schools in the area for a Food procurement coop agreement.  The Iowa City School District is the compiling the bid proposal.  A motion was made by Allen, seconded by George, to approve the Food Procurement 28E Agreement.  Motion carried.

Administration informed the board that they received a request for the PTO to use the Baseball out field for the North English Celebration by PTO.  A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by George,  to approve the request. Motion carried.

Syd George presented his Eagle Scout project to the board.  He is wanting to make improvements to the baseball field seating.   The project is to put concrete slabs behind the home plate fence for seating for spectators.  Syd informed the board that his total materials budget is $1,800, with the city donating $500 towards the project.  The board discussed if any other donations would be coming in.  A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear to approve the project with the school’s donation no more than  $1,300.  Motion carried.   

The board discussed the Competition Gym information to send out to patrons.  Administration discussed the financial information about tax relief.  Administration informed the board that they will make additions to the flyer and send it out before submitting it the newsletter to print.  

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear to approve Melissa Kingland’s resignation as Junior High Volleyball coach. Motion carried. 

Information and Discussion Items:

The board discussed setting a date on the playground equipment moving project. 

The board discussed the board book study: “Schools Cannot Do It Alone”

Next regular meeting is scheduled for May 9th, 2012 @ 6:30 pm

A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear to adjourn at 8:25 pm.  Motion carried.

Enter Exempt Session under Chapter 20.17(3) of the Iowa Code for the purpose of Conducting a collective Bargaining Strategy Session and Chapter 21.9 of the Iowa Code for the Purpose of Conducting a Strategy Session for those Employees not covered by Chapter 20 at 8:26pm.  

The Minutes of the Special Meeting of the English Valleys Board of Directors held April 5th, 2012.

English Valleys members present:  Terri Riegel, Andrew Axmear, Angela George, Duane Allen, Steven Axmear, Wendy Ayers

Others present:  Alan Jensen, Marty Van Roekel, Drew Bracken

The meeting was called to order at 8:02 pm. 

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear, to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

 A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear to enter closed session Under Chapter 21.5(1)(i) of the Code of at 8:04 pm.  Roll call vote.  A. Axmear aye, S. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Allen aye.  Motion carried.

The board held a hearing concerning the recommended discipline of a student (Closed Session – Iowa Code Section 21.5(1)(e) and Iowa code Section 21.5(1)(a).

A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear, to return to open session at 8:56 pm.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen, to accept the Superintendent’s recommendation that the student who was the subject of the disciplinary hearing be expelled from attendance in the English Valleys Community School District and any school activities for the remainder of the current semester;  That upon completion of the expulsion period, an application for re-admission must be submitted and approved by the administration prior to re-admission for the first semester of the next school year; When applying for re-admission the student’s family should advise the administration of the student’s involvement in any substance abuse counseling or programs; that written findings and conclusions consistent with the Board’s deliberations will be prepared and the President is authorized and directed execute the Findings of Fact and Conclusion; and the said student is welcome to attend this year’s graduation ceremonies.  Roll call vote.  S. Axmear aye, Allen aye, George aye, A. Axmear aye, Riegel aye.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by A. Axmear, seconded by S. Axmear, to adjourn at 8:59 pm.  Motion carried.

Wendy L. Ayers

Board Secretary

Minutes of the English Valleys School Board of Directors Regular meeting,  March 14, 2012.

Members present:  Board President Terri Riegel,  Andrew Axmear, Steven Axmear, Duane Allen, Angela George, Board Secretary Wendy Ayers

Others present:  Superintendent Alan Jensen,   Marty Van Roekel, Amy Andreassen, Angie Nolte, Mitch Witte, Valerie Lee, Alisca deRegnier, Dana Jensen, Lisa Zimmerman, Nathan Zimmerman, Alan Ling, Pam Nachtman.

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm.

A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

The board held a Public Hearing on the High School Remodeling Projects.  Mr. Jensen informed the board and visitors that the renovations would include floor tile removal, floor tile installation, new kitchen equipment, heater replacements, window replacements all estimated at $134,888.  There were no written or verbal comments received.  Administration also discussed during the hearing, the different types of tiles being considered for installation: terrazzo flooring, rubber tiles and vinyl tiles.  The board discussed the pros and cons of the rubber tile flooring.  

The public hearing was declared closed.

The board held a Public Hearing on the 2012-2013 School Calendar.  Administration discussed the early start date of  August 21st, 2012.  There were no written or verbal comments received.  The board discussed the football schedule.  

The public hearing was declared closed.

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear to approve the minutes of the meeting held February 8th, 2012.  Motion carried.

Visitors – the board welcomed the visitors to the meeting.  Valerie Lee, PACE, addressed the board and informed them that Planet X had notified her they will be closed during the month of April.  Mrs. Lee discussed that she did find another venue, TOKENS, in Des Moines that they could use for the same cost.  They would still take the buses and would leave at 12:30 am and return by 8am.  The board agreed to the change.

A motion was made by George,  seconded by Allen to approve the March Activity bills.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the General Bills.  Administration informed the board that Robison Construction is requiring 50% money down so they can order the materials for the vestibule project.  The board discussed if there was any paperwork that Robison Construction would need to sign to not hold the school responsible for Robison Construction’s debts due to the project.  Administration informed the board that they would get an answer to that.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen, to approve the March General bills.  Motion carried.

The board received the Financial Reports for month ending February 29th, 2012.  

The board discussed the 2012-2013 school calendar.  A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear, to approve the 2012-2013 school calendar.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the High School floor bids.  Administration discussed that estimates were submitted for the floor tile installation.  Terrazo flooring for the cafeteria would cost approximately $27,000; Rubber tile for the cafeteria would be approximately $21,700; and vinyl tile for the cafeteria and kitchen would be $11,652.  Administration informed the board that a firm proposal for the terrazzo was not received, however.  The board discussed the advantages of terrazzo in the cafeteria.  The board discussed possibly going to another school and looking at the rubber tile.  After much discussion, the board agreed to try and obtain a bid for a terrazzo floor installation in the cafeteria.  

The board discussed the purchase of new kitchen equipment.  The board received bids for new kitchen equipment.  Rapids was the low bid at $27,509.68.  Administration informed the board that other costs to upgrade the kitchen will be: new lights, $1,683; drain work, $2,350; glass board on walls, $2,800.  Vinyl flooring is recommended in the kitchen and that cost is approximately $2,352.  The board discussed possibly replacing all the floor drains, not just the ones in need of repair, as the time would be right to do it before a new floor was put down.  

A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear, to approve Rapids’ bid of $27,509.68 for new kitchen equipment, with approval to pay 50% down to Rapids.  Roll Call vote.  A. Axmear aye, S. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Allen Aye.  Motion carried.

The board discussed building a Competition Gym.  The board discussed stressing to the patrons of English Valleys that there would be no new tax imposed – the money to construct a new gym would come from the already existing Local Option sales fund.  Administration discussed with the board that if the District did go forth with construction, we would have $1 million in cash to put towards the project.  The board discussed that whether or not a competition gym is constructed, we will still have sales tax revenues being received.  The board discussed composing a letter to place in the school newsletter, discussing exactly what the facts are and what funds would be used to building a gym.  Included in the letter would be a statement to contact a board member if a patron would like additional questions answered.  The board also discussed holding a town meeting to get the facts out and discuss with patrons.  Administration informed the board that the District now has the smallest gym in the SICL.  The board discussed that to keep our school strong, we must continue to grow and improve our facilities.  The board discussed talking with the patrons of the district and getting their input. Administration discussed sharing the information with the board before it was released to the public.  

Steve Axmear left the meeting at 7:50 pm.  

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board offer a contract to Deana Colbert as Jr. High Girls’ Track coach.  A motion was made by Allen, seconded by George, to approve the Jr. High Girls’ Track coaching contract to Deana Colbert, at a salary of $1,602.  Roll Call vote.  A. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Allen aye.  Motion carried.

The board received an open enrollment request from Tina Ewalt on behalf of her daughter, Lacey Martinson.  Mrs. Ewalt is requesting her daughter to be granted an immediate transfer to attend Mid-Prairie School District.  A motion was made A. Axmear, seconded by George, to approve the open enrollment request and immediate transfer for Lacy Martinson to attend Mid-Prairie Schools, due to the unique circumstances.  Roll call vote.  A. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Allen aye.  Motion carried.

Administration discussed with the board the proposed 2012-2013 School  Budget.  

Administration informed the board that the proposed budget was calculated on a 2% allowable growth rate.  Administration discussed with the board the Aid & Levy worksheet and the different tax rates and funds.   

A motion was made by George, seconded by A. Axmear to set the  public hearing for the 2012-2013 school budget for April 11th, 2012 at 6:30 pm.  Motion carried.

Information & Discussion items:

The board discussed the book “Schools Cannot Do It Along” 

The board received open enrollments as follows: 

Cody Baughman to the Williamsburg District for the 2012-2013 school year.

Cody Adams to the Clayton Ridge School District for the 2012-2013 school year.  

Adrienna, Sheldon, and Blake Ealy from the Tri-County  District

Administration board communications:

Mr. Van Roekel informed the board that Andrew deRegnier received 4th place in his class at the State Wrestling Meet.  Lincoln Parmenter was named to the Academic All State Team and Brittany Kinzler recently received straight ones at the State Speech Contest.  

Mr. Van Roekel informed the board that there are 20+ girls and 20+ boys out for track this spring.

Mrs. Andreassen informed the board that we are finishing up the quarter and ITBS tests will be taken soon.

The board entered Exempt session under Chapter 20.17(3) of the Iowa Code at 8:55 pm for  the purpose of Conducting a Collective Bargaining Strategy Session. 

The board returned to open session at 9:14 pm. 

The board held the first Collective Bargaining Session – the Association’s Initial Proposal.  The proposal included 20 extended days added to the Athletic Director’s contract, Family sick leave days would include employee’s mother and father-in law (up to two days), and $300 on the base for a 4.55% total package increase.

The Board held the Second Collective Bargaining Session – the Board’s Initial Proposal. 

The Board’s initial proposal included language that if an employee would like to receive their July and August paychecks, instead of receiving them June 30th, they could receive them June 22nd, with the proper notification, and the proposal included a 1.91% total package increase for 2012-2013 school year. 

The next regular board meeting is scheduled for April 11th, 2012 at 6:30 pm.  

A motion was made by A. Axmear, seconded by George to adjourn at 9:20 pm.  Motion carried.

Wendy L. Ayers

Board Secretary/Treasurer

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the English Valleys Board of Directors held February 8th, 2012.

English Valleys members present Terri Riegel,  Duane Allen,  Angela George, Steve Axmear, Andrew Axmear, Wendy Ayers

Others present:  Alan, Jensen  Marty Van Roekel, Amy Andreassen,  Angie Nolte, Linda Jensen, Dana Jensen, Alisca deRegnier, Adam deRegnier, Roman Priscepov, Amy Armstrong, MPC representatives.

The meeting was called to order at 6:32 pm

A motion was made by George, seconded S. Axmear, to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

Roman Priscepov addressed the board and introduced himself as the foreign exchange student from Moldova.  Amy Armstrong discussed the program that Roman is here on, World Link.  Roman talked about Moldova – it is comparable to Maryland, borders Romania and Ukraine and the official language is Romanian but it used to be Russian.  Moldova is an agricultural country.  It is close to the Black Sea which makes for good conditions for farming.   Sunflowers, corn, and sugar beets are grow in Moldova.  Roman informed the board that holidays in Moldova are New Years, Christmas, and Easter.  Education in Moldova consists of elementary schools - 1st to 4th grade.  Then students go to 4th to 9th  buildings.  

After 9th grade, all students get their final exam.  Students can go to High School or vocational school.  Students who choose vocational schools normally get jobs immediately.  Students who choose to go and complete High school usually go to universities/colleges then  they get jobs.  Roman is a High School student.  Roman said he is interested in going to the University for international relations studies. Roman said he has one younger brother in 8th grade.  His father works for a sugar production company and his mother is a bank employee.  Roman is scheduled to go back in June.   The board thanked Roman for attending their meeting to discuss Moldova.   

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear to approve the minutes of the regular board meeting, January 11, 2012.   Motion carried.

Communications – the board received a thank you for funeral flowers from the Fritz family.

Board President Riegel welcomed the meetings’ visitors.

A motion was made by George, seconded by A. Axmear to approve the Activity Bills for February 2012.  Motion carried.

Administration informed the board that  the Montezuma and Tri-County settlements  did get paid out in January.  Administration also informed the board that Avery Montz is wanting to ease out of tech service for the District and we have Tami Marsh, North English coming in and resolving problems for the District. A motion was made by Allen, seconded by S. Axmear to approve payment of the bills.  Motion carried.  

Received the Secretary/Treasurer’s Financial Report for the month ending 01/31/12.

The board discussed the purchase of Elementary Playground Equipment and Surface.  Administration informed the board that three vendors submitted bids for Equipment and the surface only.  The cement will be in addition to the equipment.  The board discussed dimensions for the cement and came up with a rough estimate of $15,000.  Administration informed the board that the total cost of the project will be approximately $103,000.

National Playground Compliance Group submitted the low bid of $88,175. 

The board discussed reasons for installing a new playground.  Administration informed the board that one of the issues is the pea gravel has not provided the best falling surface and the custodial staff has a  hard time keeping the pea gravel on the playground – gravity takes it east.  The board discussed that the current equipment is not bad.  Administration discussed that the updates would make it safer and would be  accessible to all students. Equipment will have more stations to play on, including handicap accessible play equipment. Administration continued to discuss with the board that the current equipment was originally installed in 1990.  The same equipment was installed in the new location  after the building project in 1997. The board discussed their worry and concern for spending that much money for a project.  

Administration and the board discussed that the old equipment will not be just discarded – it is being moved to the High School Recreation Park and will get used quite a bit in the summertime.  The PTO is going to donate $20,000 and that will come off of this amount.  

A motion was made by S. Axmear to approve National Playground Compliance Group’s bid of $88,175 for new playground equipment and surface.  Seconded by George.  Roll Call vote.  S. Axmear, aye A. Axmear nay, George aye, Riegel aye, Allen aye.  Motion carried. 4-1.

The board discussed the resolutions to refinance the General Obligation School Bonds.  A motion was made by George, to approve the resolution appointing Bankers Trust Company of Des Moines, Iowa to serve as paying agent, bond registrar, and transfer agent, approving the paying agent, bond registrar and transfer agent agreement and authorizing the execution of same.  Seconded by Allen.  Roll call vote.  A. Axmear aye, S. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Allen aye.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by George, to approve the form of Tax Exemption Certificate.  Seconded by A. Axmear.  Roll call vote.  A. Axmear aye, S. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Allen aye.  Motion carried.A motion was made by S. Axmear, to approve the resolution authorizing the issuance of general obligation school refunding bonds, series 2012, in the amount of $940,000 and levying a tax for the payment  thereof.  Seconded by A. Axmear.  Roll call vote.  A. Axmear aye, S. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Allen aye.  Motion carried.

 A motion was made by Allen, seconded by A. Axmear to approve to direct Bankers Trust to call the prior 2003 general obligation school refunding bonds on May 1st, 2012.  Roll call vote.  A. Axmear aye, S. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Allen aye.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the floor tile removal Bids Ames Enviromental prepared and sent out to 7 different companies on English Valleys’ behalf.  REW Services came in with the low bid of $8,388.  Administration discussed that the Cafeteria, Kitchen, Teacher’s Lounge, Bathrooms by office, and a High School math classrooms will all be included in the replacement project.  The board discussed protecting the stage curtains from dust.  A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by Allen, to approve REW Services bid of $8,338.Roll call vote.  A. Axmear aye, S. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Allen aye.  Motion carried. The board discussed the Wrestling Room vestibule. The District received two bids from Garling Construction and Robison Construction. 

Administration informed the board that Smith Electric will install lights and emergency equipment.  A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear to approve Robison Construction’s bid of $14,253 for the vestibule construction project.  Roll call vote.  A. Axmear aye, S. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Allen aye.  Motion carried.

The board discussed with Administration the capital improvements.  Administration informedthe board that the bids for new heating units are being gathered.  The board discussed replacing the cafeteria windows, including the heating units around them.  

In the kitchen the walls need resurfaced all the walls with the same covering as the concessions stand, a non porous surface.  The wood cabintry needs taken out and replaced with stainless steel shelving/counters.  

Administration discussed not changing the physical structure of the kitchen – additional drains could be the only change.  Administration informed the board that the next board meeting we could start the process to bid and replace.  

The board discussed the possibly of constructing a new gymnasium.  The board discussed talking about in the next few months.  The board discussed that an addition of a new gym would  enhance the community.  The board discussed seeing where we end up after the current capital improvements are under way. Administration discussed that we probably will have around $1M to put towards a new gym.  The board discussed getting numbers together and start talking to the public – not bonding and not raising  taxes to do it.  We can still buy computers, buses.   The board and administration discussed that EV has the smallest playing surface in the conference and the only one with a restraining line.

The board discussed that a new gym would help with scheduling practices with more availability of the use of all the gyms after school.  

The board received Arial Davis’ resignation as Assistant Softball Coach.   A motion was made by  George, seconded by S. Axmear to approve Ms. Davis’ resignation.  Roll call vote.  S. Axmear aye, A. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Allen aye.  Motion carried.

The board received Emma Conrad’s resignation as Teacher Associate.   A motion was made by  George, seconded by A. Axmear to approve Ms. Conrad’s resignation.  Roll call vote.  S. Axmear aye, A. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Allen aye.  Motion carried.

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board offer a full time teacher associate contract to Morgan Glaspie.  A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear to approve Morgan Glaspie’s contract as Elementary Teacher Associate for 7.5 hours per day at a wage of  $8.77/hour.  Roll call vote.  S. Axmear aye, A. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Allen aye.  Motion carried.

The board held the second reading of board policy #702.4 - Sale of bonds.  A motion was made by George to approve, seconded by S. Axmear.  Roll call vote.  A. Axmear aye, S. Axmear aye, George aye, Allen aye, Riegel aye.  Motion carried.

Information & Discussion:

Angie George discussed that the  home basketball games are over.   Girls play tomorrow night at Monte at 7Pm  and the boys play at Highland of Riverside – Monday at 7PM.  Angie also informed the board that the Jr. High/Elementary Basketball tourney is February 24th/25th and this weekend Andrew deRegnier and Sheldon Ealy are competing at District wrestling.  

Duane Allen discussed that he attended the  Carnforth inservice and there was some interesting discussion.  

Andrew Axmear discussed that he attended an Iowa County Conference meeting.  The Assessor’s office was hoping to put in  a new program  to do fly over pictography of county properties.  It would cost the county $174,000 but it was voted down.   

Terri Riegel discussed the  Grant Wood AEA meeting she recently attending featuring  Kevin Honeycutt.  Terri discussed that Mr. Honeycutt is a very dynamic speaker and talks about tools to use  in the classrooms -  i.e.,  ideas to use google, other free ware how to use them for kids.  Some of the apps to get kids to do something different.  

Board book study – “Schools Cannot Do It Alone”.  The board discussed the introduction to the book.    

Looking at Data -  Administration informed that board that they had nothing new this evening.  Administration briefly discussed the new waiver system and alternatives to the No Child Left Behind legislation.  

The board acknowledged three open enrollments submitted to the board timely for the 2012-2012 school year.  Adam deRegnier and Hope deRegnier to Sigourney and Cody O’Leery to Williamsburg.   

Administration/board communications:

The board discussed the 2012-2012 school calendar.  The board discussed holding a public hearing on the calendar because of the early start date.  The board talked about the football schedule for this fall.  Practice will start on August 6th  

Administration also discussed holding a Public hearing on the construction/improvements/ flooring.  Administration discussed that we’re piecing this together but we’re going to have a hearing on the cost of all these presented to the public. 

Next regular meeting - March 14th, 2012 at 6:30 pm.

A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear to adjourn at 8:41 pm.  Motion carried. 

Enter Exempt Session Under Chapter 20.17(3) of the Iowa Code for the Purpose of Conducting a Collective Bargaining Strategy Session and chapter 21.9 of the Iowa Code for the Purpose of Conducting a Strategy Session for those Employees not covered by Chapter 20 at 8:43 pm. 

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the English Valleys Board of Directors held January 11, 2012.

English Valleys members present Terri Riegel,  Duane Allen,  Andrew Axmear, Wendy Ayers

Members absent:  Angela George, Steve Axmear

Others present:  Alan, Jensen, Marty Van Roekel , Amy Andreassen,  Angie Nolte, Andrea Furlong, Susan Schaefer.

Called to order at 6:30 pm

A motion was made by Allen, seconded Andrew to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

 A motion was made by Allen, seconded by Andrew Axmear to approve the minutes of the December 14th, 2011 regular meeting.  Motion carried.

Communications – there was one thank you for funeral flowers presented to the board.

The visitors at the meeting were acknowledged.  

A motion was made by Andrew Axmear, seconded by Allen to approve the January Activity bills.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Allen, seconded by Andrew Axmear to approve the January bills.   Motion carried. 

The board discussed the Management Fund and appropriate expenses out of the Ppel and Losst funds.

The board received the Secretary/Treasurer’s Financial Report for the Month Ending 12/31/11.

The board held a  Public hearing on the Purchase of Elementary Playground Equipment and New Surfacing.   Administration discussed with the board that we anticipate spending $80,000 to $120,000 for the whole project.  Administration informed the board that bids are yet to be collected and we anticipate accepting bids during the February meeting.    The public hearing was closed.

The board continued discussion on refinancing the school bonds. The existing bonds are at 3% through May 2016.  

Administration informed the board that United Missouri Bank  came in with refinancing rates of .65 % to 1.5%.  Administration informed the board that the savings are anticipated to be around $34,841.11.

A motion was made by Allen, seconded by Andrew Axmear to approve the resolution to refinance the bonds with United Missouri Bank with refinancing rates of  .65% to 1.5%.  Roll Call vote. Riegel aye, Andrew Axmear aye, Allen aye. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Andrew Axmear, seconded by Allen to approve the Advisory Agreement with Piper Jaffrey.   Motion carried.

The board discussed Education Jobs stimulus money.  Administration informed the board that the essence of the federal stimulus money was to save jobs.  Administration informed the board that the District would like to use the monies in the Preschool program –in the amount of $63,772.80 and in the General Ed program in the amount of $48,416.20.  Total amount of stimulus money is $112,189.00.  A motion was made by Allen, seconded by Andrew Axmear to approve the uses of the Ed Jobs stimulus money as listed above.  Motion carried.  

The board discussed the wrestling room vestibule project.  The board discussed putting the project out for bid.  Administration informed the board that since the project is a small project, there would be no need for a  public hearing. Tying in to the metal building is the problem area.  Administration informed the board that Dave Smith will do the electrical portion of the project.  A motion was made by Andrew Axmear to approve the specifications and distribute them to prospective bidders.  Seconded by Allen.  Motion carried. 

The board discussed Capital Improvements.  Administration informed the board that  Ames Environmental will be visiting the high school on January 17th to develop and distribute  the specifications for the asbestos removal. Administration informed the board that the   kitchen cabinets will be replaced with stainless steel shelving, if possible.  Administration also discussed replacing the unit ventilators on the south walls of the cafeteria and installing more energy efficient windows.  The new unit ventilators would cost approximately $7,300 and would connect in to the main system.  Maintenance has become an issue with these units.  

Administration also discussed replacing unit ventilators in some High school classrooms that we have had maintenance issues with.  There are flooring problems in some of these classrooms so the flooring could be replaced as well with vinyl floor tile.  

The board received and early separation application and resignation from Susan Schaefer as Preschool teacher.  As part of the plan, Mrs. Schaefer’s bonus would be approximately  $23,600.  A motion was made by Allen, seconded by Andrew Axmear to approve Mrs. Schaefer’s early separation application and resignation.  Roll call vote.  A. Axmear aye, Allen aye, Riegel aye.  Motion carried.

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board offer the High school Girls’ Track Coaching contract to Luke Caster.  A motion was made by Allen, seconded by A. Axmear to approve the High School Girls’ Track Coaching  contract to Luke Caster in the amount of $2,055.90 for the 2011-2012 school year, and approving Mr. Caster’s resignation as Jr. High Girls’ Track Coach.  Roll call vote.  Allen aye, A. Axmear aye, Riegel aye.  Motion carried.  

The board discussed appointing the District’s official paper.  Administration informed the board that the District received letters from MPC, Marengo (Williamsburg Journal Tribune)  and The Sigourney News-Review.  Administration informed the board that the EV Star has not yet qualified as it has to be in existence for 3 years.  Sigourney does cover English Valleys  sports as does the Williamsburg Journal Tribune.  A motion was made by Allen, seconded by Andrew Axmear to approve naming the Williamsburg Journal Tribune as the District’s official newspaper for 2012.  Motion carried.

The board held the first reading of Board Policy #704.2, Sale of Bonds.  There is no actual change to our current policy, but there is the addition of a regulation to the policy.  The regulation includes information on the 8038G IRS form dealing with bonds and how they are sold.    The second reading will be held during the February 2012 board meeting.    

Board Discussion Items:  

Board member Allen informed the board that students have expressed good things about the meals in the last month.  

The administration introduced a Board Book Study – Schools Cannot Do It Alone.  Administration informed the board that they will be reading and discussing the book throughout the next few months.  

Looking at Data – Mrs. Andreassen addressed the board and discussed English Valleys’ student testing data. She discussed with the board Governor Branstad’s new education plan.  She discussed that  every school in Iowa is judged and either their students’ data is non-proficient or proficient.  The tests used in Iowa is the  ITBS and ITEDS.  Schools will need to start looking at student growth.  We are going to have to really research our growth model.  Administration discussed with the board that we will see how the Governor’s plan plays out.  

Open enrollment – Huebner children.  The board received open enrollment forms from Kyl and Amanda Huebner. Administration informed the board that the children have moved to English Valleys to live with an uncle and wish to continue their education at Clear Creek Amana.   

IASB – Safety Group Insurance Program Dividend.  English Valleys received a dividend of $7,349.26.    

Administration discussed the board inservice at Carnforth – February 2nd at 6pm.  

GWAEA Board Development Meeting – Administration discussed with the board a board inservice at GWAEA with Kevin Honeycutt as the speaker on  February 1st.  

Mr. Van Roekel reported that the high school is finishing a good semester and kids have done better this year with grades and attendance.  

Next regular meeting:  February 8th, 2012 at 6:30 pm.  

A motion was made by Allen, seconded by A. Axmear at 8:01 pm to adjourn.   Motion carried.

The board entered exempt session under Chapter 20.17 (3) of the Iowa Code for the Purpose of conducting a collective Bargaining Strategy Session and Chapter 21.9 of the Iowa Code for the Purpose of Conducting a Strategy session for those employees not covered by Chapter 20 at 8:02 pm.  

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the English Valleys Board of Directors held December 14th, 2011.

Board members present Terri Riegel,  Duane Allen, Steve Axmear, Angela George, Wendy Ayers

Members absent:  Andrew Axmear

Others present:  Alan  Jensen,  Marty Van Roekel, Susan Schaefer, Pam McKay, Valerie Lee, Angie Nolte, Mitch (MPC), Matt Gillaspie 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.

A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear, to approve the minutes of the November 9th, 2011 meeting with changes to include adding an approved action item recommending  the High school and Jr. High softball and baseball coaches coordinate and cooperate with each other when scheduling practice time and playing time.   Motion carried. 

Communications – There were none to share.

Visitors were welcomed to the meeting.

A motion was made by S. Axmear to approve the December 2011 Activity bills, seconded by Allen.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Allen, seconded by George to approve the December 2011 General bills.  Motion carried. 

The board received the Financial Reports for the month ending 11/30/11.  

PACE representatives Valerie Lee and Pam McKay were present to discuss taking the Junior and Seniors  to Planet X in Cedar Rapids for the After Prom Party.  The cost is $25/person, which PACE would pay for and the students would have 3 hours of unlimited time at Planet X with pizza and pop served.  PACE requested that the School District provide the bus and gas – they would need two buses, maybe three for  roughly 170  individuals.  A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by George, to approve PACE’s request for the use of buses for the After Prom Party at Planet X – Cedar Rapids.  Motion carried.

Matt Gillaspie from Piper Jaffrey, Des Moines, addressed the board and discussed    refinancing the current District bonds.  Matt informed the board that  $940,000 is the Principal of bonds left after FY12.   Mr. Gillaspie discussed that any transactions/potential bond refinancing with a principal balance below $1,000,000, the official document (POS Preliminary Official Statement) is not necessary to compile and distribute.

Matt informed the board that the District could negotiate the refinanced rate with a bank.  United Missouri Bank is a current bank that is very aggressive and doesn’t charge  the big fees as some banks would. Mr. Gillaspie estimated the total savings if the District refinanced their current bonds would be approximately $40,332.50.

Mr. Gillaspie stated that the bottom line is – this is savings,  not huge, but savings for the taxpayers of English Valleys.  The board directed Matt to proceed on our behalf to negotiate the refinancing fees.   

The board discussed borrowing against our SAVE and PPEL to fund projects.  Matt again was present to discuss with the board what the district has available to  borrow against including voted bonds, PPEL, and Sales Tax.  Mr. Gillaspie informed the board that he was invited to the meeting to just educate the board on their options.  

Administration and the board discussed projects the district is needing with the gym as the one project that we would need to borrow money to construct.  Mr. Gillaspie explained that there has not been a better time as these are close to if not the all time low interest rates he’s ever seen  and construction costs are very good right now.  

The board discussed looking at bonding against our SAVE and PPEL funds without using our full capacity.  

The board discussed  keeping our facilities up and getting students to stay in our area – and that balancing act. 

The board discussed as a district we need to figure out what direction we’re going with board goals.   The board discussed getting input from patrons in the community, possibly holding town meetings  to discuss with the patrons of the district facility needs.  

Administration also discussed with the board getting some more reliable numbers from the architect for cost projections -What is the scope of the project and estimating costs?  

The board discussed the Vestibule project.  Administration discussed the board receiving one additional quote from Robison Construction.   Mr. Jensen informed the board that he would recommend the district go to a full bid process and get the full picture of the project.  Mr. Jensen also recommended the district buy the door and so we don’t have the markup and also employ our own electrician for the project.   

A motion was made by George, to go through the full bid process for the Wrestling Room Vestibule project, with the District  buying the door, and getting our own electrician with Smith’s cooperation.  The motion was seconded by Allen.  Motion carried.

The board discussed capital improvements.   Mr. Jensen informed the board that for the flooring, we would need to contract with Ames Environmental to draw up specifications for removal of the asbestos.   The board discussed that the kitchen is going to be more extensive with resurfacing the walls,  new cupboards and new equipment.   A motion was made by George, to start making specifications and taking bids for the high school flowing projects and the high school kitchen. The motion was  seconded by S. Axmear.  Motion carried. 

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by George, to approve Dianna Stiller’s resignation as Head Girls’ Track Coach.  Motion carried. 

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board offer a contract to Rebecca Becker of Keota as JH Girls BB coach, at a salary of $3,524.40 for the 2011-2012 school year. Mrs. Becker would be paid both contracts. A motion was made by  George, seconded by Axmear to approve the contract to Rebecca Becker as JH Girls BB coach at a salary of $3,524.40.  Roll call vote.  Allen aye, S. Axmear aye, George aye, Riegel aye.  Motion carried.

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board offer a contract to Al Mews as JH Boys BB coach, at a salary of $3,524.40 for the 2011-2012 school year. Mr. Mews would be paid both contracts.   A motion was made by  George, seconded by Axmear to approve the contract to Al Mews  as JH Boys BB coach at a salary of $3,524.40.  Roll call vote.  Allen aye, S. Axmear aye, George aye, Riegel aye.  Motion carried.

The board received and discussed the 2012-2013 At Risk Application.  Administration informed the board that the application is similar as in the past – it’s for drop out prevention – allows us to budget for money to pay for salaries for certified and non certified positions  to service those students.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen to approve the 2012-2013 At Risk application with the modified allowable growth in the amount of $151,030.  Motion carried. 

The board received  an open enrollment application from Marissa Kolstee who wishes to start the beginning of the second semester at English Valleys.  Marissa is a Tri-County resident student.  A motion was made by Axmear, seconded by George, to approve Marissa Kolstee’s open enrollment application.  Motion carried. 

The board received the IASB District Director Ballot.  A motion was made by  George, seconded by Axmear, to cast English Valleys’ vote for Thomas Wieseler, Mt. Vernon  for IASB District Director.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the Elementary Playground equipment purchase.  The board discussed the competitive bid law and we will have to publish in December 28th paper so we can consider bids  for the project.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Axmear to approve to publish and hold a public hearing for the January board meeting on the playground project.  Motion carried.  

The board discussed the supervision of the newly constructed batting cage.   The board discussed the open gym procedures.  A motion was made by Allen, seconded by Axmear, to approve that district equipment be used only under the supervision of the district’s coaches or approved volunteer coaches, specifically the open gym for 7-12 graders when the batting cage is in use.     Motion carried. 

Information & Discussion Items:

The board discussed alerting parents through the High school daily bulletin and having  weekly events posted in the bulletin.

The board discussed parking at Elementary concerts.   Administration discussed that the issue is always a concern. 

Steve Axmear informed the board that he and Mr. Jensen attended the City Council about moving the playground equipment currently at the elementary to the high school rec area.   They were receptive to doing it the project with volunteer help.  The city has requested the school get estimates on concrete costs.

Terri Riegel and Angela George informed the board that they attended the IASB Convention.  Terri discussed with the board her desire to create District wide goals -where are we going as a school district - have things planned out.  The board also had a discussion on more technology in the classroom.  The board agreed to start talking about what are our goals with technology – are we moving to the 1:1 initiative in our classrooms some day?  The board discussed laying out goals and moving towards those goals and possibly incorporating the  SIAC  Committee to develop goals.

The board continued discussion on holding public meetings about possibly constructing a new competition gym.  Having discussions so everyone gets the information and it’s out in the open.  Administration discussed with the board that they have several opportunities for technology instruction at the elementary and the high school.  The board discussing purchasing and training teachers on Smart boards.  

Administration discussed with the board the new EV Debit Card at Mid West One Bank – students designed he debit card.  

Next Regular Meeting is January 11, 2012.  at 6:30 pm

A motion was made by Allen, seconded by Steve to adjourn at 9:18 pm.  

Minutes of the English Valleys Regular Board Meeting held November 9th, 2011.

Members present: Board President Terri Riegel, Angela George, Duane Allen, Steve Axmear, Andrew Axmear, Wendy Ayers

Others present: Alan Jensen, Amy Andreassen, Marty Van Roekel, Susan Schaefer,  Amy O’Neil, Brenda Moore, Deana Colbert, Tracy Warwick, Alan Ling, Angie Nolte, Mike Gerard.

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm. 

A motion was made by Steve Axmear, seconded by George, to approve the agenda.  Motion carried..

A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen to approve minutes of the 10/13/11 Organizational meeting.  Motion carried. 

-A motion was made by Steve Axmear, seconded by  Andrew Axmear to approve the list of Bills for November 2011.  Motion carried.

The board received the Secretary/Treasurer’s Financial report for Month ending 9/30/11.

The board discussed the possibility of creating Jr. High Softball and baseball teams.  Administration informed the board that only three schools in the conference currently do not have teams.  A motion was made by Steve Axmear, seconded by Andrew Axmear to create Jr. High Softball and Baseball teams for the 2012 summer. Roll call vote.  S. Axmear aye, A. Axmear aye, George aye, Riegel aye, Allen Aye.  Motion carried.   

A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen to recommend  the Varsity/Junior Varsity coaches  coordinate and cooperate with the Jr. High coaches to provide 8th grade athletes opportunities to play on both squads.  Roll call vote.  S. Axmear aye, A. Axmear aye, George aye, Riegel aye, Allen Aye.  Motion carried.   

The board discussed installing a batting cage in the Elementary Gym.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen to approve the installation of a batting cage in the Elementary gym.  Motion carried.

The board discussed a change to the Hot Lunch program.  Preschoolers are currently under our clause of “Offer vs. Serve” and should be full serve, they receive all components of a meal.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen to approve a change in the Hot Lunch program to include that Preschoolers are under the Full Serve clause.  Motion carried. 

The board discussed the Special Education Allowable Growth Request.  Administration discussed the program.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen to approve the Special Education Allowable Growth Request in the amount of  $8,919.92.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the SBRC application.  Administration discussed the program and the funds generated and budgeted.  A motion was made by Allen, seconded by Steve Axmear to approve the SBRC Application in the amount of $72,361.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Steve Axmear, seconded by Andrew Axmear, to approve Morgan Glaspie’s contract as Elementary Teacher Associate at a wage of $8.77/hour for the 2011-2012 school year, with a $100/month benefit package.  Roll call vote.  A. Axmear aye, S. Axmear aye, Allen aye, Riegel aye, George aye.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen, to approve Vickie Plank’s contract as Elementary Teacher Associate at a wage of $8.77/hour for the 2011-2012 school year, with a $100/month benefit package.  Roll call vote.  A. Axmear aye, S. Axmear aye, Allen aye, Riegel aye, George aye.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Allen, seconded by A. Axmear, to approve Emma Conrad’s contract as Elementary Teacher Associate at a wage of $10.00/hour for the 2011-2012 school year, with a $100/month benefit package.  Roll call vote.  A. Axmear aye, S. Axmear aye, Allen aye, Riegel aye, George aye.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by Allen to approve the 5th Grade Springbrook Trip, March 14th and 15th.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the 2011-2012 Voluntary Early Separation Plan.  A motion was made by George, seconded by A. Axmear to approve the 2011-2012 Voluntary Early Separation Plan, excluding the additional $15,000 bonus money.  .  Roll call vote.  A. Axmear aye, S. Axmear aye, Allen aye, Riegel aye, George aye.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the 28E Agreement with Knoll Ridge.  A motion was made by Allen, seconded by George to approve the 2011-2013 Knoll Ridge Country Club 28E Agreement, paying $5,000 each year to Knoll Ridge for the use of the facilities.  .  Roll call vote.  A. Axmear aye, S. Axmear aye, Allen aye, Riegel aye, George aye.  Motion carried.

The board discussed  enclosing the Wrestling room Entry Vestibule.  The board received a  bid from Garling Construction for the project for $21,912.  The discussed that they thought the proposal was high.  A motion was made by S. Axmear, seconded by A. Axmear to reject the proposal from Garling Construction for the construction of the Wrestling room vestibule.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the playground equipment purchase.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen to table the discussion on the new east playground updates.  Motion carried.

The board heard a presentation from teacher Deana Colbert, proposing Evap graduates the opportunity to attend Class Night and Graduation.  A motion was made by Allen, seconded by George, to approve the SIAC committee recommendation to allow EVAP students to attend Class night and graduate with their fellow classmates.  Motion carried.

Information & Discussion:

The board discussed the Hot Lunch menu changes.

Administration informed the board that the student count is down to 497.28 from 534.10.

The board viewed a video entitled “Iowa, Did you Know?”

The IASB Convention is November 17th.

Administration informed the board that they are in early discussions on refinancing  the General Obligation Schools.  More information will be discussed in the next three months.

The board continued discussion on the Capital Improvements for the District.

Mrs.Andreassen informed the board that there will be two Christmas programs this year – PK – 2 on December 12th and 3rd-6th graders on December 8th.  

The board heard a report on the success of the recent Book Fair at the elementary.

Mrs. Andreassen handed out and discussed the School Improvement Update.

Mr. Van Roekel informed the board on upcoming High School activities.

Next Regular meeting is December 14th, 2011 at 6:30 pm.

A motion was made by George, seconded by S. Axmear to adjourn at 9:44 pm.  Motion carried.

The Minutes of the Organizational Meeting of the English Valleys Board of Directors held October 13th, 2011.

Members present:  John Gent, Terri Riegel,  Alan Ackerman, Steve Axmear, Dick Morrison, Angela George, Amy Stephenson, Wendy Ayers

Members absent:  

Others present:  Alan Jensen, Amy Andreassen, Susan Schaefer, Andrew Axmear, Duane Allen, Andrea Furlong, Brock Moore, Cole Stephenson, Todd Grimm, Scott Romine,  Tracy Warwick, Matt Snakenburg, Alan Ling, Matt Gerard 

The meeting was called to order at 6:31 pm

A motion was made by George, seconded by Riegel to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Axmear to approve the minutes of the September 8th, 2011 Regular Board meeting.  Motion carried. 

Communications – Administration discussed and presented the book “Iowa County One Room School Houses”  by Owen Jones.

The board received a thank you for funeral flowers.

Visitors were acknowledged at the meeting. 

Unfinished Business:

The board discussed the cheerleading account.  A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Axmear to approve the activity bills for October 2011.  Motion carried. 

The board discussed bus/vehicle repair parts.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Morrison to approve the October 2011 General bills.  Motion carried.  

The board received the Secretary/Treasurer’s Reports for the month ending September 30th, 2011.

Administration discussed with the board that the District switched from Powerschool Lunch to School Dining System, which is a much better system.  The District also went back to family accounts.

The board held the second discussion on FFA trip to Indianapolis, Indiana for the National Convention on October 18th – 22nd.  The board discussed donating  

$1,000 for the trip.  A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Stephenson to approve the FFA trip with a $1,000 donation.  Motion carried.

Board Secretary Ayers reviewed the Board election results.  Totals votes cast were 401.  Duane Allen received 143 votes, Angela George received 125 votes, Andrew Axmear received 92 votes and Dana Jensen received 41 votes.   

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Stephenson to adjourn at 7:00 pm.  Motion carried.  

The retiring board members were honored for the service to the District.  

The board secretary, as President Pro Tem, presided over the meeting.

The Organizational meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm.  

Members present:  Terri Riegel,  Andrew Axmear, Steve Axmear, Angela George, Duane Allen, Wendy Ayers

Others present:  Alan Jensen, Amy Andreassen, Susan Schaefer, Andrea Furlong, Brock Moore, Todd Grimm, Scott Romine,  Tracy Warwick, Matt Snakenburg, Alan Ling, Matt Gerard 

Board Secretary Ayers administered the oath of office to Duane Allen, Angela George, and Andrew Axmear.

A motion was made by Steven Axmear, seconded by Andrew Axmear to nominate Terri Riegel as Board President.   Roll call vote.  Steven Axmear aye, George aye, Allen aye, Riegel aye, Andrew Axmear aye.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Andrew Axmear, seconded by George,  to nominate Steven Axmear as Board Vice President.  Roll Call vote.  Steven Axmear aye, George aye, Allen aye, Riegel aye, Andrew Axmear aye.Motion carried.

The board discussed setting the  meeting dates and time.  Administration informed the board that the second Thursday has been the monthly date for a number of years. The board discussed the location. A motion was made by George, seconded by Steve Axmear to approve the  2nd Wednesday of the month at 6:30pm as the date and time of meetings for the whole year.  The start time will be 6:30 pm.  Motion carried.  

The board discussed appointing a member to the Park Rec Commission for 2011-2012 school year.  Administration informed the board that when that park was created,  a commission of one member from the school and one member from the city council was appointed and then the two members would appoint one other member.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Allen to approve Steve Axmear as Park Rec Commission member.  Motion carried.

The board discussed appointing a board member to the Superintendent’s sharing committee.  A  motion was made by Steven Axmear, seconded by Andrew Axmear to appoint Duane Allen and Terri Riegel to the Superintendent’s sharing committee.  Motion carried. 

The board discussed appointing a board member to the Iowa County Conference Board. A motion was made by Steven Axmear,  seconded by George to appointing Andrew Axmear to the Iowa County Conference Board.  Motion carried. 

The board discussed appointing a board member to the Keokuk County Conference Board.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Andrew Axmear to appoint Duane Allen to the Keokuk County Conference Board.  Motion carried.

The board discussed allowing the athletic teams permission to attend their respective  state competitions.  Administration informed the board that the District has provided the driver and fuel in the past.   A motion was made by Allen seconded by Steve Axmear to approve allowing the athletic teams permission to attend their respective  state competitions.  Motion carried.

Superintendent Jensen discussed with the board offering the Assistant Girls Basketball coaching contract to Melissa Luers.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Andrew Axmear, to approve a contract to Melissa Luers at the  salary of $1,762.20 for the 2011-2012 school year.   Roll call vote.  Allen aye, Andrew Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Steven Axmear aye.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by George, seconded by Steve Axmear to approve Bronson McCulley and Pat O’Brien as volunteer assistant coaches for the wrestling program.   Roll call vote.  Allen aye, Andrew Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Steven Axmear aye.  Motion carried.


Creation of District Sponsored Jr. High Baseball and softball teams.  Administration informed the board that many teams in the conference have migrated to Jr. teams only - only three schools in the SICL do not sponsor Jr. High Softball or Baseball teams.  The District would hire the coaches and provide transportation to their games.  The board discussed other costs such as  equipment costs, official, and uniform costs. 

The board discussed whether the District would have issues finding certified coaches? 

The visitors at the meeting discussed with the board the advantages to all our high school teams – the next step to improving our teams.

Administration informed the board that this discussion was just the initial discussion – this item will again appear for consideration at the November board meeting.  

The board discussed naming the 2011-2012 SIAC Committee.  The board discussed appointing board representatives to the committee.  A motion was made by Andrew Axmear, seconded by Allen to appoint Terri Riegel and Steve Axmear to the 2011-2012 SIAC committee.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by George, seconded by Steve Axmear to approve the 2011-2012 SIAC committee list.  Motion carried.

Administration discussed with the board purchasing a new scoreboard for the  elementary  gym.  Administration informed the board that the controls are wireless so the teams could  move to the bleacher side to be seated. A motion was made by George, seconded by Steve Axmear to approve the purchase of a new scoreboard for the elementary gym from Nevco  for $2,628.00.  Motion carried.

The board discussed installing a Batting cage in the elementary gym. Visitors to the meeting discussed installing a batting cage and that a donation for the cage has come forth.  The board also discussed the baseball teams’ fundraising efforts for new baseball uniforms.  Tracy Warwick informed the board that the unit itself has Astro turf on the floor with the batter area on a rubber mat.  Carpet would be rolled up and stored when not in use and the cage would be suspended from the ceiling.  The existing pitching machines would be used.  The cage would be used with  a coach present.   Administration informed the board that this item will be put on the November’s agenda.  The board discussed  looking at the gym the next time.  

Administration discussed with the board Open enrollment applications received by the District.  Mr. Jensen informed the board that these applications missed the deadlines.  The Isbell family applications were received this fall – they had been a part of the Vinton-Shellsburg Home Schooling Program.  The family was erroneously told they were a part of the Williamsburg School District when they are English Valleys resident students.  The family would like to continue to be a part of the Home Schooling Program at Vinton-Shellsburg.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Steve Axmear to approve the open enrollment applications from the Isbell family to the Vinton-Shellsburg District.  Roll call vote.  Allen aye, George aye, Riegel aye, Steve Axmear aye, Andrew Axmear aye.  Motion carried.

The district received an open enrollment application from Andrew Schwartz to the Mid-Prairie Home School program.  A motion was made by Steve Axmear, seconded by Duane Allen to approve Andrew Schwartz’ open enrollment application to Mid-Prairie.  Roll call vote.  Allen aye, George aye, Riegel aye, Steve Axmear aye, Andrew Axmear aye.  Motion carried.

The board discussed a 28E Agreement with Iowa County Health Department.  Administration informed the board that the District is mandated to employ a nurse.  The District would like to enter a 28E Cooperative agreement for School Nursing services for 1 hour per day or 5 hours per week. The duration of agreement would be for the 2011-2012 school year at a cost to the district of $4,500.  A motion was made by Allen, seconded by Steve Axmear. Motion carried. 

Information & Discussion Items: 

Mr. Jensen informed the new board members that this is a  time to discuss any board issues.

Angie George discussed the concessions stands for the upcoming winter season. 

The board discussed the school lunch program.

The board discussed the 3rd and 6th grade classrooms sizes.  Administration informed the board that  right now we are at status quo and will stay that way for now. Administration informed the board that they are watching the numbers.

B. DR-M Settlement update:  Mr. Jensen did a recap of the settlement figures.  Tri-County will be going through the data and possibly approving the settlement at their October meeting.  We will pay once both schools have agreed.

C. The board tabled the  presentation of “Iowa, Did you know” 

D. IASB :  Iowa Association of School Boards convention is November 17th. 

E. Capital Improvements:  Administration informed the board that now that the settlement has concluded, the District can look into building/grounds improvements.  

The board discussed several improvements:  Entry/Vestibule to wrestling/weight room, replace HS Cafeteria tile floor, Replace HS Kitchen tile floor, Replace HS Kitchen cabinets, Replace HS Staff Lounge floor, Replace HS Classroom Floor and possibly building a new Competition gym.

F.  Mrs. Andreassen presented the  School improvement Update.  

Next Friday, October 21st, is Grandparent’s Day and the end of the quarter and the last home football game.  

A motion was made by George, seconded by Steve Axmear to adjourn at 9:22 pm.  Motion carried. 

Wendy L. Ayers

Board Secretary

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the English Valleys Board of Directors held September 8th, 2011.

English Valleys members present:  John Gent, Terri Riegel,  Amy Stephenson, Alan Ackerman, Steve Axmear, Dick Morrison, Angela George, Wendy Ayers

Members absent: 

Others present:  Superintendent Alan Jensen, Amy Andreassen, Susan Schaefer, Angie Nolte,  Tami Marsh, Eli Marsh,  Jayme Mews, Rick Sherman, Vicki Sherman 

The meeting was called to order at  6:30 pm 

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Ackerman, to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.  

A motion was made by Axmear, seconded by George to approve the minutes for the meeting held August 11th, 2011.  Motion carried.

There were no communications to share.

Visitors to the meeting were welcomed. 

A motion was made by George, seconded by Ackerman, to approve the Activity bills presented.  Motion carried.
A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Axmear, to approve the General bills presented.  Motion carried.

The board received the Financial Report for month ending 08/31/11.

The board heard a Parent concern on Single Section Third Grade –

Rick Sherman addressed the board and discussed that the current third grade class started with two sections in Kindergarten.  Last year they were combined in to one class.  The parents in attendance asked the board to consider the board to split the grade again. 

Tami Marsh discussed with the board whether the class is getting any associate help.  Mrs. Andreassen informed the group that two adults are in the classroom the majority of the day.  The board discussed with the parents the diverse needs of that.  The group questioned  why  the 6th grade class was not divided, which has lower grade numbers.  Mrs. Andreassen discussed combining this year’s 6th grade class – last year there were 26 5th graders and 23 2nd graders – the current sixth grade class number declined rapidly whereas the current 2nd grade numbers have stayed steadily lower.   

The board discussed studying the need to provide more associate help or possibly splitting the class and see how the quarter goes and then reassess.

Amy Stephenson arrive at 6:55 pm

The board discussed that the situation was discussed in length last year but when the numbers came in – at the time, it was justified to split the group.  

Mrs. Andreassen discussed the breakdown of the 3rd grade day – when an associate is present in the room.  

Rick Sherman expressed his appreciation to  the board  for considering creating more associate time in the classroom, which has been discussed.    

DR-M Assets.  Mr. Jensen discussed that Montezuma has accepted the settlement offer and we have now forward it to Tri-County for their consideration.  Mr. Jensen informed the board that he spoke with Tri-County and they are putting it on their September 19th board agenda to discuss.   If all goes well the money will be distributed late September.  

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Axmear,  to approve Brock Moore’s contract as School Bus Driver at a salary of $10,349, with a $382.24/month benefit package.  Roll call vote.  Axmear aye, Gent aye, Morrison aye, Ackerman aye, Stephenson aye, Riegel aye, George aye.  Motion carried.  

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Ackerman, to approve the Business Education contract to Alex Ganske, Des Moines, at a salary of  $29,370 (adjusted to reflect the start date) for the 2011-2012 school year.  Roll call vote.  Axmear aye, Gent aye, Morrison aye, Ackerman aye, Stephenson aye, Riegel aye, George aye.  Motion carried.    

Administration informed the board that Mr. Wagner is currently substituting in the Business Ed department now.  

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Morrison, to approve the Assistant boys basketball contract to Alex Ganske, Des Moines, at a salary of $1,762.20.  Roll call vote.  Axmear aye, Gent aye, Morrison aye, Ackerman aye, Stephenson aye, Riegel aye, George aye.  Motion carried.    

A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by George, to approve Mari Ackerman’s Teacher Associate contract, with a wage of $8.77/hour, with a benefit package of $100/month for the 2011-2012 school year.  Roll Call vote. Morrison abstain, Ackerman abstain, Axmear aye, Gent aye, Stephenson aye, Riegel aye, George aye.  Motion carried.  

The board discussed the Student Built house project for the school year.   Because of the low numbers,  we do not have a house going this year. Dan Strohman has approached the District to have the class do a building an addition on their home.   They would pay for supplies and materials.  Mr. Jensen informed the board that the District would charge an amount for the labor and would  pro rate a bill for the time and space based on a full house.  The Strohmans are interested in a  four seasons porch.  A motion was made by Axmear, seconded by George to approve the addition to the Strohman house.  Motion carried. 

Robert Schneider, Jr.  is our  current Grant Wood director.  Mr. Schneider is seeking reelection for the post.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Stephenson to appoint George as the casting voter from English Valleys to reelect Robert Schneider to the Grant Wood AEA Board of Directors.  Motion carried.   

A motion was made by George, seconded by Stephenson to appoint Terri Riegel as  EV’s Delegate at the IASB Delegate Assembly in November.  Motion carried.  

FFA trip.  The board held the first discussion on the annual FFA Convention trip.  Last year the board contributed $1,000 towards the trip.  The board discussed and agreed to allow the foreign exchange student to go and the District would pay for his fees.  This agenda item will appear on the October board agenda for consideration.  

Information & Discussion:  

The board discussed that the High School Rec Playground equipment needs maintenance. 

Angie George reported that the Concession stand has been going well. Midwest One Bank will be working the concession stand during the homecoming game.  The booster club opened the stand up to anyone who wanted to work – for a donation.  

September 13th is the EV Cross country invite.   

The board acknowledged two Open enrollments:  Tia Shaffer – to Montezuma and 

Isabella Maser – to Williamsburg. 

Mrs. Andreassen discussed the new program Powerschool  and the schools are still working out some gliches.

Mrs. Andreassen informed the board that Amy O’Neil is going to be out for a couple weeks with medical issues – Mr. Van Berkum will be filling in.  

Next Regular meeting is October 13th, 2011 

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Ackerman, to adjourn at 7:52 pm.   Motion carried.  

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the English Valleys Board of Directors held August 11, 2011.

English Valleys members present:  John Gent, Terri Riegel,  Alan Ackerman, Amy Stephenson, Dick Morrison, Steve Axmear, Angela George, Wendy Ayers

Others present:  Superintendent Alan Jensen, Susan Schaefer, Angie Nolte, Andrea Furlong 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm

A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by Riegel to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Morrison to approve the Minutes of July 21st, 2011 regular meeting.  Motion carried.

There were no communications.

The board acknowledged the visitors to the meeting. 

Steve Axmear arrived at 6:31 pm.  

A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Stephenson to approve 

the August 2011 Activity bills.  Motion carried.

Angie George arrived at 6:32 pm.  

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Riegel to approve the August 2011 General Fund bills.  Motion carried.

The board received the Secretary Treasurer’s Financial Report for month ending July 31st, 2011.  

The board held a  public hearing on the  continuation of instructional support levy.  There were no written or verbal comments  received.  Administration informed the board and visitors that the District has offered $1.5M of property tax relief through this levy for the past several years.  President Gent declared the public meeting closed.

The board discussed the continuation of the Instructional Support Levy.  Resolution – A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by George, to approve the resolution to continue with the Board appointed instructional support levy.  Roll call vote.  Axmear aye, Gent aye, Ackerman aye, Morrison aye, Stephenson aye, Riegel aye, George aye.  Motion carried. 

The board discussed the distribution of DR-M assets.  Administration discussed with the board that they contacted the DR-M auditor to get a better breakdown of the Capital Assets figure that is in the 2009 DR-M audit.  The auditor explained that the $188,347 value is composed of land in the amount of $19,481, buildings in the amount of $90,094, and equipment in the amount of $78,772.  The previous settlement negotiations already included the land and building revenues.   The board discussed counter-offering to the Montezuma School District a $22,844 settlement of capital assets – 29% previously agreed upon percentage times the $78,772 in equipment.  The board discussed that figure is more than fair. The board recommended to go forth with the counter-offer to Montezuma, contingent upon Tri-County looking over the proposal as well.   

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Stephenson, to approve the settlement proposal to Montezuma Schools and Tri-County Schools  of the old DR-M funds with dissemination of funds no earlier than September 30th, contingent upon  Tri-County  going  over the proposal.  Roll call vote.    Axmear nay, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, George aye, Morrison aye, Gent aye, Ackerman aye.  Motion carried.  6 - 1 

The board received Frank Whitten’s resignation as Business Education Teacher.  A motion was made by Axmear, seconded by Morrison to approve Frank Whitten’s resignation as Business Education Teacher.  Roll call vote.  Axmear aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, George aye, Morrison aye, Gent aye, Ackerman aye.  Motion carried.  

The board received Jeremy Thomas’ resignation as Jr. High Football and Jr. High Boys’ Basketball coach.    A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by George, to approve Jeremy Thomas’ resignation as Jr. High Football and Jr. High Boys’ Basketball coach.  Roll call vote.  Axmear aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, George aye, Morrison aye, Gent aye, Ackerman aye.  Motion carried.  

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board offer the Weightlifting contract to 

Steve Hester.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Stephenson, to approve the Weightlifting contract to Steve Hester in the amount of $1,802.25 for the 2011-2012 school year.  Roll call vote.  Axmear aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, George aye, Morrison aye, Gent aye, Ackerman aye.  Motion carried.  

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board offer the Jr. High Girls’ Volleyball contract to Jeff Kingland.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Axmear to approve the Jr. High Girls’ Volleyball contract to Jeff Kingland in the amount of $1,468.50 for the 2011-2012 school year.  Roll call vote.  Axmear aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, George aye, Morrison aye, Gent aye, Ackerman aye.  Motion carried.  

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board offer the Jr. High Football  Contract to 

Al Mews.  A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Riegel, to approve the Jr. High Football contract to Al Mews in the amount of $1,602 for the 2011-2012 school year.  Roll call vote.  Axmear aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, George aye, Morrison aye, Gent aye, Ackerman aye.  Motion carried.  

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board offer the Assistant Girls’ Volleyball contract to Jamie Cavey.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Morrison to approve the Assistant  Girls’ Volleyball contract to Jamie Cavey in the amount of $1,762.20 for the 2011-2012 school year.  Roll call vote.  Axmear aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, George aye, Morrison aye, Gent aye, Ackerman aye.  Motion carried.  

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board offer the Night Custodian contract to Matt Wesphal.  A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by Ackerman to approve the Night Custodian contract to Matt Westphal, with the wage of $15.00/hr with the benefit package for the 2011-2012 school year.  Roll call vote.  Axmear aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, George aye, Morrison aye, Gent aye, Ackerman aye.  Motion carried 

Administration informed the board that the District is in the process of interviewing for the nurse position.  Administration informed the board that the administration has also met with the Iowa County Health department to take over services for the district.  If the district proceeds with the Department of Health, we will have to approve a 28E agreement.  

The board discussed participation in the Federal Hot Lunch Program.  A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by  Riegel,  to approve participation in the Federal Hot Lunch Program, with the District providing the “Offer vs. Serve” program.  Motion carried. 

The board received and discussed the 2011-2012 Title I program application.  Administration informed the board that the amount of this year’s grant is $73,522, which is substantially less than last year.  A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by  George, to approve the 2011-2012 Title I program application.  Motion carried. 

Administration discussed with the board the Student built house for the 2011-2012 school year.  We did have one interested party come forth to build a home but the land is in Webster.  The board discussed the  distance would mean a 20 miles round trip for English Valleys students and Mr. Fritz  – even more for the students coming from Iowa Valley. Board member Steve Axmear informed the board that there may be another interested party and the house would be built in the North English area.  The board agreed to discuss options at the next board meeting.  

Administration informed the board that Mr. Fritz is done on the current school house. 

The board discussed and held the second reading of Board Policy #701.4 - GASB 54.   A motion was made by George, seconded by Riegel  to approve Board Policy #701.4 – GASB 54.  Motion carried.  

The board received an open enrollment application from Trent Ramsey to open enroll to the Williamsburg School District.  Administration informed the board that the application was received after the deadline of March 1.    A motion was made by Axmear, seconded by Ackerman, to approve the application, due to the circumstances.   Motion carried.  

Information & Discussion:  

The board discussed the progress of the PTO and fundraising for the playground updates.  The board discussed using District funds to proceed with the project to get it completed.  Administration informed the board that the project could be planned for next summer.  

Dick Morrison discussed a program he recently was given information on about a Recess coordinator for a school.

The board acknowledged the following Open Enrollments:   Emma Folkmann  to the English Valleys District  from the Williamsburg School District.

Upcoming events:  August 16th - Gatorade Volleyball matches 

August 19th - Football Gatorade game

August 23rd - First Volleyball matches 

August 25th – First Football game at Iowa Valley

Homecoming is scheduled for September 16th

Administration informed the board that the District is advertising for the Secondary Business position – Mr. Bill Wagner  will start year as sub.  

Next Regular meeting – September 8th, 2011 at 6:30 pm

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Ackerman to adjourn at 7:26 pm.  Motion carried.  

Wendy L. Ayers

Board Secretary/Treasurer

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the English Valleys Board of Directors held July 21st, 2011.

English Valleys members present:  John Gent, Terri Riegel,  Alan Ackerman, Angela George, Wendy Ayers

Members absent:  Steve Axmear, Amy Stephenson, Dick Morrison

Others present:  Superintendent Alan Jensen, Amy Andreassen, Marty Van Roekel, Andrea Furlong, Susan Schaefer, Pam Nachtman 

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm

A motion was made by George, seconded by Ackerman to approve agenda.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Riegel to approve the minutes of the June 9th and June 20th, 2011 board meetings.  Motion carried. 

There were no communications

Visitors to the meeting were recognized.  

A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by George to approve the Activity bills.  Motion carried.

A motion was made By George, seconded by Ackerman, to approve the General bills.  Motion carried.

The board received the Financial Reports for month ending 06/30/11.  

The board held a Public Hearing on the purchase of a new school bus.  There were no written or verbal communications heard during the hearing.  President Gent declared the public hearing closed. 

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Riegel  to approve the purchase of a 2012 school bus from School Bus Sales for $73,251.  Roll call vote.  George aye, Ackerman aye, Riegel aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried. 

Superintendent Jensen discussed with the board the distribution of DR-M Assets.  The board discussed a handout and email outlining information from the 2009 DRM Audit.  The question arose from Montezuma School about the distribution of the capital asset amount. The board discussed the issue.   A motion by Ackerman, seconded by George, to table this agenda item.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the technology purchase proposal presented to them.  Mr. Van Roekel discussed purchasing one more mobile lab and several iMacs.  Mrs. Andreassen also discussed purchasing one more mobile lab and several iMacs.  Administration also discussed purchasing TI calculators for secondary math courses.    

A motion was made by George, seconded by Riegel to approve the purchase of technology equipment and computers in the amount of  $79,867.00.  Roll Call vote.    George aye, Ackerman aye, Riegel aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried. 

Administration discussed with the board that the district was looking to fill the vacant assistant wrestling position.  Two candidates came in strong and ultimately agreed to share the one position.  Superintendent Jensen recommended Cody Perry and Steve Banes  be offered 1/2 each of the assistant wrestling contract for the 2011-2012 school year.  

A motion was made Ackerman, seconded by George to approve Cody Perry’s contract as assistant wrestling coach for the 2011-2012 school year in the amount of  $881.10.  Roll call vote.  George aye, Ackerman aye, Riegel aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried. 

 A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by George to approve Steve Banes’ contract as assistant wrestling coach for the 2011-2012 school year in the amount of $881.10.  Roll call vote.  George aye, Ackerman aye, Riegel aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried. 

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board approve issuance of a new teacher contract to Chris Hester for the 2011-2012 school year, due to Mrs. Hester acquiring additional graduate credits.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Ackerman to approve issuance of a new teacher contract to Chris Hester at a salary of $41,331.60 for the 2011-2012 school year.  Roll call vote.  George aye, Ackerman aye, Riegel aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried. 

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board approve issuance of a new teacher contract to Erin Koehn for the 2011-2012 school year, due to Mrs. Koehn acquiring additional graduate credits.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Riegel to approve issuance of a new teacher contract to Erin Koehn at a salary of $38,127.60 for the 2011-2012 school year.  Roll call vote.  George aye, Ackerman aye, Riegel aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried. 

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board approve issuance of a new teacher contract to Rebecca Leer for the 2011-2012 school year, due to Mrs. Leer acquiring additional graduate credits.  A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by George to approve issuance of a new teacher contract to Rebecca Leer at a salary of $42,987 for the 2011-2012 school year.  Roll call vote.  George aye, Ackerman aye, Riegel aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried. 

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board approve issuance of a new teacher contract to Al Mews for the 2011-2012 school year, due to Mr. Mews acquiring additional graduate credits.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Ackerman to approve issuance of a new teacher contract to Al Mews at a salary of $38,127.60 for the 2011-2012 school year.  Roll call vote.  George aye, Ackerman aye, Riegel aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried. 

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board approve issuance of a new teacher contract to Chris Montross for the 2011-2012 school year, due to Mr. Montross acquiring additional graduate credits.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Riegel to approve issuance of a new teacher contract to Chris Montross at a salary of $39,249 for the 2011-2012 school year.  Roll call vote.  George aye, Ackerman aye, Riegel aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried. 

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board approve issuance of a new teacher contract to Janelle Roberts for the 2011-2012 school year, due to Mrs. Roberts acquiring additional graduate credits.  A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by George to approve issuance of a new teacher contract to Janelle Roberts at a salary of $41,118 for the 2011-2012 school year.  Roll call vote.  George aye, Ackerman aye, Riegel aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried. 

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board approve issuance of a new teacher contract to Susan Weber for the 2011-2012 school year, due to Mrs. Weber acquiring additional graduate credits.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Ackerman to approve issuance of a new teacher contract to Susan Weber at a salary of $37,006.20 for the 2011-2012 school year.  Roll call vote.  George aye, Ackerman aye, Riegel aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried. 

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board approve issuance of a new teacher contract to Gwen Van Dee for the 2011-2012 school year, due to Mrs. Van Dee acquiring additional graduate credits.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Riegel to approve issuance of a new teacher contract to Mrs. Van Dee at a salary of $52,705.80 for the 2011-2012 school year.  Roll call vote.  George aye, Ackerman aye, Riegel aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried. 

Administration discussed with the board that the district has advertised as a potential opening for a full time custodian.  Mrs. Jensen informed the board that he would  recommend to establish a position of second shift custodian at the high school building with duties to clean and secure the building.  The board agreed to hire a full time custodian. 

The board received on bid for the 5 wheel rake from Kevin Blair for $100.   A motion was made by George, seconded by Ackerman, to approve the sale of the 5 wheel rake to Kevin Blair for $100.  Motion carried.

The board discussed appointing a Board Secretary/Treasurer for the 2011-2012 school year.  A motion was made by  George, seconded by Ackerman  to appoint Wendy Ayers as Board Secretary/Treasurer for the 2011-2012 school year.  Motion carried.

The Board discussed the bank depository limits  for the 2011-2012 school year.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Riegel,  to approve bank depository limits as follows:

White State Bank, South English  $2,500,000

MidWest One Bank, North English  $2,000,000

Wells Fargo, Des Moines  $3,000,000

Keokuk County State Bank $500,000

Motion carried.

The Board discussed the Legal counsel  for the 2011-2012 school year.  A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by George to appoint the firms of Ahlers & Cooney, P.C. of Des Moines,  Elwood, Elwood and Leinen, North English,  Rick Engel of Des Moines and Orville Bloethe, Elwood and Buchanan of Victor as legal counsel for the 2011-2012 school year.  Motion carried.

The Board discussed appointing the Truant officers for the 2011-2012 school year.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Ackerman, to approve Keokuk, Iowa, and Poweshiek County Sheriff’s Departments  as truant officers for the 2011-2012 school year.  Motion carried.

Administration informed the board that the FFA Officers out of state trip was canceled due to the English Valleys’ State Baseball first round game on Monday, July 25th, 2011.

The board discussed student fees for 2011 – 2012 school year.  The board discussed  the breakfast, lunch, registration and Driver’s Education fees.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by George to leave the breakfast fees, PK-6 lunch fees, and registration fees the same as the 2010-2011 school year.  The 7-12 lunches will increase to $1.95, the adult breakfast will increase to $1.45, the adult lunch will increase to $2.60, and Driver’s Education fees will increase to $245 for the 2011-2012 school year.    Motion carried.

The board discussed the substitute teaching pay for the 2011-2012 school year.   A motion was made by George, seconded by Riegel to leave substitute teaching pay for the 2011-2012 year at $110/day, plus lunch.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the Elementary handbook.  A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Ackerman, to approve the Elementary handbook for the 2011-2012 school year.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the Secondary Handbook.  Mr. Van Roekel informed the board that the changes to the handbook include the changes the SIAC committee recommended and the board approved.    A motion was made by George, seconded by Ackerman,  approved the 2011-2012 Secondary Student Handbook.   Motion carried.

The board discussed the Teacher handbook for the 2011-2012 school year.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by George, to approve the 2011-2012 Teacher handbook.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the Shared Art teacher agreement with Tri-County for the services of Jody Cowman.  A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by George, to approve the 2011-2012 Shared Art teacher agreement with Tri-County Schools.  Motion carried.

The board heard the first reading of Board Policy #701.4, GASB 54. 

Administration discussed with the board renewing the Instructional Support Levy.  The board was informed that the current levy will sunset at the end of FY12.  We have used this levy as property tax relief for the patrons for several years.  Administration discussed renewing the board imposed 5 year term.  The board would have to hold a public hearing on August 11th and to consider the resolution that evening.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Ackerman, to schedule a public hearing to discuss the board’s intent to renew the Instructional Support Levy for another 5 year period.  Roll Call vote.  George aye, Ackerman aye, Riegel aye. Gent aye.  Motion carried. 

Administration informed the board that the PTO, Boys Scouts, and the Knights of Columbus have requested the use of  the baseball field for activities during the North English celebration the last week in July.  A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Ackerman,  to approve the request from the PTO, Boys Scouts, and the Knights of Columbus to use the baseball outfield for activities during the North English celebration.  Motion carried.

The board discussed with administration IASB legislative priorities.   

The board received a resignation from Shawn Ingalls as custodian.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Ackerman, to approve Shawn Ingalls’ resignation as custodian.  Motion carried.

The board received a resignation from Greg Judy as Bus driver. A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Riegel.  Motion carried.

Administration discussed with the board Textbook purchases for the 2011-2012 school year. Mrs. Andreassen discussed with the board that the high school needs new Geography, World History, and  US History textbooks.  A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by George, to purchase the new textbooks from Holt in the amount of $18,974.63.  Motion carried.  

Information and Discussion Items:  

Angie George discussed the recent District and Sub-State  baseball games.  

Administation discussed with the board the Board Transition Plan which is the seven member board converting to a five member board.  Three seats are up for election this September. 

Administration informed the board that the deadline to file papers to run for the board is August 4th,  2011.  The Iowa County auditor has asked if the board would like to continue to open the polls at 7 am or noon.  The board agreed to open the polls at 7 am. 

Administration informed the board that the AEA board has five open positions.  English Valleys is in District #6 and  papers can be obtained at Grant Wood.  

The board discussed the 2011-2012 Student built house.  Administration informed the board that another house could be built  on Maple Lane.

The board discussed and agreed to advertise in the paper to see if any interested party would like for the construction class to build a home for them in the North English area.  

The board received an open enrollment from Rachel Miller to the Mid-Prairie school District.  Rachel’s family is moving here from out of state.  

Mrs. Andreassen provided the School improvement update for the month.  

Mr. Van Roekel discussed the recent baseball games and that the girls that attended the National FCCLA convention had gold ratings for their project, which are the highest ratings to receive.

Next meeting - August 11, 2011 

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by George to adjourn at 7:52 pm.  Motion carried. 

Wendy Ayers

Board Secretary

The Minutes of the Special Joint Meeting of the English Valleys Board of Directors and the Iowa Valley Board of Directors held June 20th, 2011.

English Valleys members present:  John Gent, Terri Riegel, Amy Stephenson,  Alan Ackerman, Dick Morrison, Wendy Ayers

Members absent:  Angela George and Steve Axmear

Iowa Valley members present: Jane Fry,  Dennis Roberts, Frank Davis, Mark Swift,  Lynda Johnson

Members absent: Dale Slaymaker

Others present: Superintendent Alan Jensen, Sean Kreman, Cindy Miller, Jane Bigbee

The meeting was called to order at 6:34 pm. 

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Riegel, to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

The board entered a joint board meeting with Iowa Valley Board of Directors.  

Superintendent Jensen discussed the Superintendent’s sharing agreement.  

 A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Stephenson to enter closed session Under Chapter 21.9(1)(i) of the Code of Iowa for the purpose of evaluating an individual whose performance is being considered at 6:44 pm.  Roll call vote.  Stephenson aye, Morrison aye, Ackerman aye, Riegel aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Morrison, to return to open session at 6:50 pm.  Motion carried.

The boards discussed the Alan Jensen’s superintendent’s contract for the 2011-2012 school year.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Riegel, to approve Alan Jensen’s contract for two years with the salary for the 2011-2012 school year,  with a $2,000 increase,  at $147,500 and the 2012-2013 contract yet to be determined.  Roll call vote. Stephenson aye, Morrison aye, Ackerman aye, Riegel aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried.

The boards discussed the shared Superintendent’s agreement.  A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Stephenson, to approve the shared Superintendent’s Agreement with Iowa Valley School District with a split in time of 50% English Valleys and 50% Iowa Valley.  The Duration of the agreement would extend to June 30th, 2013. Roll call vote.  Stephenson aye, Morrison aye, Ackerman aye, Riegel aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Ackerman, to adjourn at 6:51 pm.  Motion carried.

Wendy L. Ayers

Board Secretary

The Minutes of the English Valleys Regular Board Meeting held June 9th, 2011.

Members present:  John Gent, Steve Axmear, Terri Riegel, Amy Stephenson,  Alan Ackerman, Dick Morrison, Wendy Ayers

Members absent:  Angela George 

Others present: Superintendent Alan Jensen, Marty Van Roekel, Amy Andreassen, Angie Nolte,  Susan Schaefer, Pam Nachtman,  Andrea Furlong, Dwight Howsell

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm. 

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Axmear, to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Axmear, seconded by Riegel, to approve the minutes of the meeting held May 12th, 2011.  Motion carried.

Communications – The board received a thank you for funeral flowers.

A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Morrison to approve the activity bills for June.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Stephenson, to approve the General bills for June.  Motion carried.

The board received the financial reports for the month ending 05/31/11.

The board discussed the bus bids.  Administration informed the board that we are replacing Jan’s  transit type bus.  Dwight Howsell from School Bus Sales was present and  discussed problems with transit units in the State of Iowa.   A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by Ackerman to approve the purchase of a  bus from School Bus Sales for a 2012 Stock unit for $73,251.  Roll call vote.  Gent aye, Morrison aye, Axmear aye,  Stephenson aye, Ackerman aye,  Riegel aye.  Motion carried.

The board discussed that we didn’t trade in a bus this time around.  Administration discussed possibly sending down a couple buses to Duwa’s to auction.  

The board discussed the Deep  River Millersburg Asset Disbursement Proposal.  

Mr. Jensen discussed the outline for disbursement to the Tri-County and Montezuma School Districts.  The board discussed capital assets and the District’s attorney’s opinion that capital assets are not divided in a merger.   The board discussed  sending the proposal to the District’s attorney  for him to go over.  

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Axmear to forward the settlement to Rick for him to review and present to Montezuma.  Motion carried.

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board approve the Summer 2011 Weightlifting monitor contract to Bronson McCulley, Sigourney at a salary of $1,048.  A motion was made by Axmear, seconded by Riegel to approve issuance of the Summer 2011 Weightlifting contract to Bronson McCulley, at a salary of $1,048.  Roll call vote. Gent aye, Ackerman aye, Morrison aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, Axmear aye. Motion carried. 

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board approve the Summer 2011 Weightlifting monitor contract to Brock Moore, North English at a salary of $1,048.  A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Morrison, to approve issuance of the Summer 2011 Weightlifting contract to Brock Moore, at a salary of $1,048.  Roll call vote.  Gent aye, Ackerman aye, Morrison aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye,  Axmear aye.  Motion carried. 


Superintendent Jensen recommended the board approve the Junior High Football contract to Patrick O’Brien, Williamsburg  at a salary of $1,468.50.  A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Stephenson, to approve issuance of the Junior High Football contract to Patrick O’Brien, at a salary of $1,468.50.  Roll call vote.  Gent aye, Ackerman aye, Morrison aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye,  Axmear aye.  Motion carried. 

The board received the resignation from Brian O’Neil as 5th grade teacher, and morning weightlifting monitor.  A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by Ackerman to approve the resignation.  Motion carried.

The board held the first reading from the FFA Officers for out of state trip to Illinois July 23rd, 24th, 25th.  Administration informed the board that this is the officer’s traditional out of state retreat.  The request includes the use of a school van. This item will again appear on the July meeting agenda.

The board received the milk and juice bids for the 2011-2012 school year.   A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Axmear to approve Anderson Erickson as the Milk and juice provider for the 2011-2012 school year.  Motion carried.

The board received the bread bids for the 2011-2012 school year.  A motion was made by Axmear, seconded by Riegel to approve Sara Lee as the bread provider for the 2011-2012 school year.  Motion carried.

The board received open enrollments for students to attend the Mid-Prairie Home Schooling program.  The following students submitted their applications:  Kristen, Steven and Sarah Nus, Millersburg; Reese Bender, North English; and Lauren Pope, North English.  A motion made by Riegel, seconded by Morrison to approve the five presented open enrollment applications to the Mid-Prairie’s Home Schooling Program.  Motion carried.

The board received proposals to retile/remodel the Elementary Gym entryway and restrooms.  Administration informed the board that Garcia Carpet submitted four different quotes with 12X12 and 13X13 tiles.     

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Axmear to approve proposal for $11,532.56 from Garcia Carpet to tile the Elementary gym entryway and bathrooms.  Motion carried.

Information & Discussion:

The board discussed holding a joint meeting with the Iowa Valley board of directors on June 20th at 6:30 pm. 

The board discussed the IASB District Meeting being held June 28th at North Scott High School.

Administration/Board Communications:

Mrs. Andreassen informed the board of the School Improvement update and the Annual Progress Report data.  

Next Regular Meeting is scheduled for July 21st, 2011.

The board entered exempt Session Under Chapter 20.17(3) of the Iowa Code for the purpose of conducting a negotiating session and collective Bargaining strategy Session and also Chapter 21.9 of the Iowa Code for the purpose of conducting a strategy session for those Employees not covered by Chapter 20 at 7:45 pm.

The board returned to  open session at 8:00 pm 

The board discussed the following increases in salaries for the non-certified staff and administration for the 2011-2012 school year:

Classified staff who receive an insurance benefit package (Bus Drivers, Secretaries, Cooks, Custodians ) would  receive a 1.79% salary increase for the 2011-2012 school year.  

Classified staff who do not receive an insurance benefit package (Special route Drivers, hot lunch servers, part time custodians, hot lunch secretary, mechanic, teacher associates,  and interpreter)  would receive a 3.25 % salary increase for the 2011-2012 school year. 

Activity route drivers  would receive the following compensation for the 2011-2012 school year - one town trip - $15.00/trip; two town trip - $20.00/trip; and all three town trip - $25.00/trip

Administrative staff would receive the following salaries for the 2011-2012 school year:

Board Secretary  $46,500

Jr./Sr. High School Principal   - $76,000.00

Elementary Principal - $79,000

Superintendent – To be set at a joint board meeting with Iowa Valley

A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Morrison to approve the above mentioned salary increases for the 2011-2012 school year.  Roll call vote.  Gent aye, Ackerman aye, Morrison aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, Axmear aye.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Stephenson to enter closed session at 8:05 pm  under Chapter 21.9(1)(i) of the Code of Iowa for the purpose of evaluating an individual whose performance is being considered.  Roll call vote. Gent aye, Ackerman aye, Morrison aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, Axmear aye.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Axmear, seconded by Riegel, to return to open session at 8:55 pm. Gent aye, Ackerman aye, Morrison aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, Axmear aye.  Motion carried.

Administration recommended that the following  disciplinary action be taken against Matt Snakenberg, Head Baseball coach -  a 3 game suspension, no attendance at the game, and one weeks’ loss of pay for giving a school building key to individuals and not providing proper supervision.   A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Axmear to approve the disciplinary action against Matt Snakenberg.  Roll call vote. Gent aye, Ackerman aye, Morrison aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, Axmear aye. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Axmear to go into closed session at 9 pm  under Chapter 21.9(1)(i) of the Code of Iowa for the purpose of Evaluating an individual whose performance is being considered.   Roll call vote.  Gent aye, Ackerman aye, Morrison aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, Axmear aye. Motion carried. 

A motion by Axmear, seconded by Riegel to return to open session at 9:40 pm.  Motion carried.  

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Riegel to adjourn at 9:41 pm.   Motion carried.  

Wendy L. Ayers

Board Secretary

The Minutes of the English Valleys Regular Board Meeting held May 12th, 2011.

Members present:  John Gent, Angie George, Terri Riegel, Amy Stephenson,  Alan Ackerman.

Members absent:  Steve Axmear,  Dick Morrison

Others present: Susan Schaefer, Andrea Furlong, Frank Whitten, Linda Jensen

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm. 

A motion was made by George, seconded by Stephenson to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by George to approve the minutes of the meeting held April 8th, 2011.    Motion carried.

There were no communications.

A motion was made by George, seconded by Stephenson to approve payment of the May Activity bills.  Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Stephenson to approve payment of the May General bills.  Motion carried. 

The board received the Secretary/Treasurer’s Financial Report for the Month Ending 4/30/11.  Administration informed the board the Millersburg building will be officially sold by July 1st.  

A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by Riegel, to approve the list of 2011 Graduating Seniors, contingent upon successful completion of courses.  Motion carried. 

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board approve the 3/8’s time Secondary Science contract to Justin Pitts, North Liberty, at a salary of $13,867.   A motion was made by George, seconded by Stephenson to approve issuance of the 3/8’s Secondary Science contract to Justin Pitts at salary of $13,867.  Roll call vote.  Gent aye, George aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye.  Motion carried.

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board approve the Secondary Math, Head Football, and Head Boys’ Track contracts to Bronson McCulley  Sigourney at a salary of $52,238.30.  A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by Riegel to approve issuance of the Secondary Math, Head Football, and Head Boys’ Track contracts to Bronson McCulley, at a salary of $52,238.30.  Roll call vote. Gent aye, George aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, Motion carried. 

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board approve the Secondary Social Studies, Head Boys’ Basketball, Assistant Football, JH Boys’ Track, and Model UN contracts  to Jeff Gordon, North Liberty at a salary of $39,599.15.  A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Stephenson, to approve issuance of the Secondary Social Studies, Head Boys’ Basketball, Assistant football, JH Boys’ Track and Model UN contracts to  Jeff Gordon, at a salary of $39,599.15.  Roll call vote.  Gent aye, George aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye,   Motion carried. 

Al Ackerman arrived at 6:44 pm  

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board approve the Head Girls’ Track coaching contract to Dianna Stiller.   A motion was made by George, seconded by Stephenson to approve issuance of the Head Girls’ Track coaching contract to Dianna Stiller, at a salary of $2055.90.  Roll call vote.  Gent aye, George aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, Ackerman aye.  Motion carried.   

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board approve the Secondary English, Head Girls’ Basketball, and JH Girls’ Track contracts to Luke Caster. A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Stephenson to approve issuance of the Secondary English, Head Girls’ Basketball, and JH Girls’ Track contracts to Luke Caster at a salary of $40,143.20. Roll call vote. Gent aye, George aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, Ackerman aye.  Motion carried.

Administration discussed with the board having the EV Athletic Boosters  run the concessions stands throughout the year.  A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by Riegel to approve the EV Booster club as Concessions Director at a cost of $1,335.00 for the 2011-2012 school year.  Motion carried. 

Administration discussed with the board the positions yet to fill. 

The board discussed with administration several SIAC recommendations for the coming school year: 

Administration discussed with the board the addition to the EVAP program that EVAP kids can be a part of the class night activities and the graduation ceremony. Administration informed the board that the EVAP students are currently not allowed in those activities nor, are they allowed to go to prom or be a part of athletics. 

The board discussed the EVAP program and the concern that by making this change to the program, we’re making the EVAP program more attractive to some At risk students instead of appealing to them to get a standard education 5 days a week all day.   Administration discussed with the board that a student would have to be far enough behind and no other way of making up the credits to qualify for the program

A motion was made by to table this SIAC recommendation to the fall, by Ackerman, seconded by George.  Motion carried. 

The next recommendation was for the Second Chance Reading.  Any junior or senior who has been in the program for three years may choose to opt out of the program and qualifying sophomore, junior, or senior students who score at the 46th percentile or above in MAP testing may choose to opt out of the program.  

Other recommendations were to update the language on Equity compliance, clarify release time for seniors in the handbook, changes to the language in the handbook about suspension and expulsion, and the honesty clause -  dealing with violation of the good conduct clause and reporting a violation during the summer time.

A motion was made by Riegel to approve the Second Chance Reading and handbook changes for the 2011-2012 school year.  Seconded by George.    Motion carried.

The board again addressed the FY 10 Audit and there was no discussion or questions. 

Administration again discussed the Keokuk County Auditor’s Office error on property taxes.  The board discussed the problem of making up the money in the Debt Service Fund.  Administration informed the board that the school’s auditor did approve for the District to transfer the needed amount from General Fund to the Debt Service Fund. A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Stephenson, to approve transfer of $4,211 from the General fund to the Debt Service fund because of the Keokuk County Auditor’s office error.    Motion carried. 

The board held the second reading of the FCCLA trip to California.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Riegel to approve the FCCLA trip to California in July.  Motion carried.

The board discussed meeting dates and times for the months of June, July, August and September, 2011.  A motion was made by  George, seconded by Stephenson, to approve to set the following Board meeting dates and times:

June 9th at 6:30pm

July 21st at 6;30pm

August 11th  at 6:30 pm 

September 8th  at 6:30 pm   Motion  carried. 

Information & Discussion:  The board discussed that the Softball and Baseball  season ticket/passes will again be available this year.  

The board discussed Commencement, May 22nd at 1 pm.

The board  discussed holding a joint board meeting with Iowa Valley.

Administration/Board communications:  Mrs. Andreassen informed the board of the upcoming events at the elementary 

Mr. Van Roekel informed the board of the upcoming events at the high school.  

Mr. Van Roekel informed the board that the high school is running an alternate schedule on semester test week. 

Administration recognized board appreciation week.

Administration informed the board that Mrs. Robison’s retirement reception will be on May 25th after school at the elementary.

Next Regular meeting June 9th at 6:30 pm.  

The board entered exempt session under chapter 20.17(3) of the Iowa Code for the purpose of conducting a negotiating session and collective bargaining strategy session and also Chapter 21.9 of the Iowa code for the Purpose of conducting a strategy session for those employees not covered by Chapter 20 at 7:55 pm. 

Returned to open session at 8:45 pm 

The board discussed ratifying the master contract with the EVEA with a 3.25% total package increase.   The settlement also states new hires beginning 2011-2012, English Valleys teaching years only count on the seniority list.  Another  addition to the master contract is  activity workers will be paid $20, up from $15,  per event and each employee will work at least one event.  Teachers are frozen on their current step.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Riegel to ratify the EVEA master contract.  Roll call vote.  Ackerman aye, George aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried.

Administration discussed with the board the Art sharing agreement with Tri-county, selling the services of  Audrey Eastin  as elementary art teacher.  Administration informed the board that this is an  extension of the agreement that has been in place for many years.   The board discussed the high school art program and possibly increasing art time.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Stephenson to approve the sharing agreement.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Riegel to enter into closed session at 8:55 pm under Chapter 21.9(1)(i) of the Code of Iowa for the Purpose of evaluating an individual whose performance is being considered.  Roll call vote. Ackerman aye, George aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Riegel to come out of closed session at 9 pm.  Motion carried. 

A motion was made by George, seconded by Ackerman to adjourn at 9:05 pm.  Motion carried.

Minutes of the English Valleys Regular Board Meeting held April 14th, 2011.

Members present:  John Gent, Angie George, Steve Axmear, Terri Riegel, Dick Morrison.

Members absent:  Amy Stephenson, Alan Ackerman

Others present:  list – Susan Schaefer, Angie Nolte, Andrea Furlong, Roger Smith,  Marty Van Roekel, Amy Andreassen, Chris Hester, Keya Cox, Patty Kluge, Heidi Wiseman-Jordan, Mary Jo Schmitt, Ashley Wiseman, Kimberlee Garringer, Cody Casanova, Quinn Burck, Trenton Wiseman, Carsten Parmenter, Taylor Grimm, Ben Schauer, Breanna Von Leinen, April Harris, Paige Wilkerson, Ashley Gent, Rachel Steffen, Alisca deRegnier, Adam deRegnier, Sara Stanley, Kendall Gent, Jordan Higgins.

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm. 

A motion was made by George, seconded by Riegel, to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Riegel, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held March 10th, 2011.  Motion carried.

The board received a thank you for the flowers for a funeral.

Visitors – several in attendance for the meeting. 

A motion was made by George, seconded by Axmear to approve the payment of the Activity bills for April 2011.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by George, to approve payment of the General bills for April 2011.  Motion carried.

The board received the Secretary/Treasurer’s financial report for the month ending March 31st, 2011.

The board held the public hearing on 2011-2012 school budget.  Administration outlined the budget for the 2011-2012 school year.  No written or verbal comments received.  The public hearing on the budget hearing was closed. 

A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by George to approve the Budget Guarantee Resolution for the 2011-12 school year as presented in the school  budget.  By roll call vote:  Axmear-Aye,  Riegel – Aye, George – Aye, Morrison – Aye, and Gent – Aye.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Axmear to approve the 2011-2012 school budget. By roll call vote:  Axmear-Aye,  Riegel – Aye, George – Aye, Morrison – Aye, and Gent – Aye.  Motion carried.

The board held a public hearing for proposed 2011-2012 School Calendar.   There was no written comments or verbal comments on the proposed calendar.  The public hearing was closed.  

A motion was made by George, seconded by Riegel to approve the 2011-2012 calendar.  Motion carried. 

Mr. Jensen shared that a senior class representative, Kelli Schmitt called to be placed on the agenda about graduation issues.   Ben Schauer, class president addressed the board and informed them that the senior class had voted for Graduation speaker and had chosen Donita Parmenter.  Administration has said no to the choice and the senior class is appealing to the board that Mrs. Parmenter be the speaker.  

Several parents and students addressed the board to appeal to the board to allow Ms. Parmenter to speak.  The board discussed with the group that there are certain issues that cannot be discussed in open session, especially personnel issues.   

The board was questioned if the administration and board has a say who is picked as the speaker.  The administration informed the board and the group that,  yes, just as if a motto was deemed inappropriate, the administration would deny the motto.  The group discussed with the board the alternatives if Mrs. Parmenter was not approved to speak. Dick Morrison discussed that even though he may not have an issue with Mrs. Parmenter speaking at graduation, the board’s role is to set policy and support administration in their day to day operations of the district.    

Carsten Parmenter asked the board to please vote on the current speaker before worrying about what’s next.  

The board did not enter into a vote to overturn the administration’s decision.  Ben Shauer thanked the board  for listening.  Ben respectfully asked the board to allow the class to reconvene and make a decision on a speaker. 

The board received the resignation from Jamie Cavey as Secondary Math teacher, Girls Varsity Basketball Coach, Head Girls Track coach, and Assistant Volleyball coach.  A motion was made by  Axmear, seconded by Riegel, to approve Ms. Cavey’s resignations. Motion carried.  

The board received the resignation from Mike Degner as Head Boys’ Basketball coach.  A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by George, to approve Mr. Degner’s resignation.  Motion carried.  

The board received the resignation from Mark Howsare as Assistant Boys’ Basketball coach.  A motion was made by  Riegel, seconded by George to approve Mr. Howsare’s resignation.   Motion carried. 

The board discussed bids received to install air conditioning units in three Lutton classrooms.  The board received a bid from EV Plumbing for $8771.00 and a bid from Smith Electric for $5985.00.  The board asked administration to make certain that the labor was included in Mr. Smith’s bid.  A motion was made by  Morrison, seconded by George to approve Smith Electric’s bid of $5,985, contingent upon the bid including labor costs.  Motion carried. 

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board offer a contract to Emily Warwick as baseball concessions director, at the salary of $375.  A motion was made by Axmear, seconded by Morrison, to approve Emily Warwick’s contract as Baseball concessions director at a salary of $375.  Motion carried. 

Ashley Gent and Rachel Steffen, FCCLA students, addressed the board and discussed their recent win at the State FCCLA convention on a project about child development.  The girls informed the board that with the win, they qualify for the National FCCLA convention, held in California in July.  The girls also respectfully asked the board for a monetary donation for their trip.   The girls informed the board that they do have some fundraising projects planned.    

A motion made by Riegel seconded by Morrison to approve a donation not to exceed $3600 for their trip.  Roll call vote.  Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Morrison aye, Gent abstained.  Motion carried. 

Administration presented to the board a list of individuals who will serve on the District’s technology committee.  A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by George, to approve the District’s technology list as presented.  Motion carried.

The board discussed renovation of the FCS Classroom.  Administration presented a proposal from Chip Fritz for the materials and labor for installing new cabintry for $19,346.90.  Administration informed the board that Carl Perkins monies in the amount of $5,265 will be used towards the project.  A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Riegel, to approve the project.  Motion carried.  

Steve Axmear left at 7:50 pm.

Administration presented and discussed the 2009-2010 School Audit.   A motion was made by George, seconded by Morrison to approve the audit. Motion carried.

Information and Discussion Items:

No discussion

Open enrollments:   The board received the following open enrollments:

Ben &Alec Schiefer back to Williamsburg Schools

Jordan Ranfeld to the Montezuma Schools

Blake Peck to the Mid-Prairie Schools

Madysen Huber to the Williamsburg Schools

Commencement:  May 23rd – 1pm

Student built house – Administration informed the board that no one has approached the district to build them a house so the District is proceeding with plans to build on Maple Lane.  Administration informed the board that they have  talked to Alan Grimm about a lot.  

Administration/Board Communications: 

The board received a donation of $800 from the Stanley Warner family.  The money was specified to be used for archery equipment for the PE Department.  

Administration informed the board that the District will advertise to sell a 5 wheel rake.

Administration discussed with the board the bus accident.  The District is waiting on estimates.  

Next regular meeting is scheduled for May 12th, 2011

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Riegel to adjourn at 8:07 pm.

The board entered exempt session under Chapter 20.17(3) of the Iowa code for the Purpose of Conducting a Negotiating Session and collective Bargaining Strategy Session and also Chapter 21.9 of the Iowa Code for the Purpose of Conducting a Strategy Session for those Employees not covered by Chapter 20 at 8:15 pm. 

Minutes of the English Valleys School Board of Directors Regular meeting,  March 10, 2011.

Members present:  Dick Morrison, Alan Ackerman, Amy Stephenson, Terri Riegel,  John Gent, Angela George, Board Secretary Wendy Ayers

Members absent: Steve Axmear

Others present:  Superintendent Alan Jensen,   Marty Van Roekel, Amy Andreassen, Angie Nolte, Andrea Furlong,  Linda Jensen, Brian O’Neil, Pam Nachtman,  Valerie Lee, Alan Ling, Deana Colbert, Chuck Nachtman, Melissa Kingland.

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm.

A motion by George, seconded by Stephenson to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by Ackerman to approve the minutes of the meeting held February 10th, 2011.  Motion carried.

Administration informed the board that a donation was received recently from the Evettes – $500 to the softball account and to $2,000 to the Drama department.   The board thanked the Evettes for their generous donation.

The board received the a thank you for funeral flowers

Visitors – the board welcomed the visitors to the meeting.

A motion was made by Ackerman,  seconded by Stephenson to approve the March Activity bills.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by George, to approve the March General bills.  Motion carried.

The board received the Financial reports for month ending February 28th, 2011.  The board discussed the current status of the Millersburg building.

The board received a resignation from Ron Van Berkum as Junior High Girls Basketball coach and Junior High Football coach.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Riegel to accept the resignation from Ron Van Berkum as Junior High Girls Basketball coach and Junior High Football coach.  Roll Call vote. George aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, Ackerman aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried. 

The board received a resignation from Pat Barney as Concessions Director.  A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by Ackerman to accept the resignation from Pat Barney as Concessions Director.  Roll Call vote.  George aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, Ackerman aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried. 

The board received a resignation from Frank Whitten as Assistant Football coach and Assistant Wrestling coach.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Stephenson to accept the resignation from Frank Whitten as Assistant Football coach and Assistant Wrestling coach, contingent upon finding a suitable replacement.  Roll Call vote.  George aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, Ackerman aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried. 

The board received a resignation from Michael Lang as 7-12 Social Studies teacher,  Football coach, Assistant Girls’ Basketball coach, Boys’ Track coach, Model UN advisor, and 2011 Summer weightlifting monitor.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Stephenson  to accept  Michael Lang’s resignation.  Roll Call vote. George aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, Ackerman aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried. 

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board offer a contract to Dianna Stiller as Boy’s/Girls’ JH Track coach.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Riegel, to approve offering a contract to Dianna Stiller as Boy’s/Girls’ JH Track coach at a salary of $2,017.40.  Roll Call vote. George aye, Riegel aye, Stephenson aye, Ackerman aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried. 

Administration discussed with the board the proposed 2011-2012 School  Budget.  Administration informed the board that preparing the proposed budget was a first in school budget history – the allowable growth rate has yet to be approved by the legislature. Administration informed the board that school districts have been instructed to prepare the 2011-2012 budgets as normal with the certification date still scheduled for April 15th, 2011.  

Dick Morrison arrived at 6:55 pm. 

Administration informed the board that the proposed budget was calculated on a 1% allowable growth rate and we will  certify with that figure.  When the allowable growth rate is approved and if there is a difference, the state will make changes to each district’s budget as accordance to law.   The board discussed the preschool program.  

Al Ackerman left the meeting at 7:16 pm. 

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Riegel to set the  public hearing for the 2011-2012 school budget for April 14th, 2011 at 6:30 pm.  Motion carried.

PACE representative Valerie Lee approached the board to request to have a Mechanical Bull at the After Prom Party.  The Prom and After Prom activities are both in the gym.  Mrs. Lee discussed having the parents sign a waiver/permission slip for their child to ride the bull – that way, parents will know at least. The company will set up and operate the bull themselves.   A motion was made by Riegel,  seconded by Stephenson, to approve PACE’s request for a mechanical bull at the After Prom Party.  Motion carried.

Administration updated the board that the project to air condition 4 classrooms in the Lutton wing of the elementary.  Administration discussed the stand alone units that the district is interested in.   The district has not yet received the bids for the units.  Administration also informed the board that this would be a good time to install dropped ceilings and new lighting – these are the only part of the 97 renovation that didn’t get done.   Administration informed the board that this could be an Easter break or weekend project.    A motion was made by George,  seconded by Stephenson, to approve the project.   Motion carried. 

The board received proposals to purchase new folding chairs and racks from School specialty and Bayne Office Equipment.   A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by George, to approve the purchase 200 chairs with appropriate racks for $5,549.76.   Motion carried.

Information & Discussion items:

Terri Riegel complimented the elementary on the new Bear Hugs blog.  

The board received open enrollments as follows: 

Brady Stewart and Holley Dara Stewart to the Williamsburg District for the 2011-2012 school year.

Ashlyn Schultz to the Williamsburg District for the 2011-2012 school year.  

Luke Oehlerich to the Clear Creek Amana District for the 2011-2012 school year.

Titus Neuschwander to the Mid-Prairie Home School Assistance Program for the 2011-2012 school year.  

2011-2012 School Calendar –  Administration went over the proposed calendar with the board. 

The public hearing on the proposed 2011-2012 school calendar will be held April 14th, 2011 at 6:30 pm. 

The board discussed the school newsletter.  Administration discussed with the board that the copying and sending of the newsletter has become pretty costly to the District.  The board discussed possibly dropping 4 newsletter in the school year and putting more information on the website.  The board also discussed sending more home with the kids in the Friday letters.   The board agreed to pursue dropping out 4 months and sending home with kids, and posting more on the website, starting next year.  

Administration informed the board of staffing assignments for next year  – Mrs. Koehn will move back to 2nd grade.  Mrs. O’Neil will be moved to the 5th grade position.   With Mrs. Robison retiring, a 4th grade position will be opened so, one of the 3rd grade teachers will be moved to  4th grade next year. 

Administration board communications:

Secretary Ayers informed the board that the district received the IASB Safety Group Dividend in the amount of $8,839.18.

The next regular meeting is scheduled to be held April 14th, 2011.  

The board held the first Collective Bargaining Session  - EVEA’s Initial Proposal.

The EVEA’s initial proposal included language to try and secure substitute teachers for special classrooms, an increase in extra duty pay from $15 to $30/event, and a 3.4% salary increase for the 2011-2012 school year.  

The board entered exempt session under chapter 20.17 (3) of the Iowa Code for the purpose of conducting a collective bargaining  strategy session at 8:24 pm. 

The board returned to open session at 8:35 pm. 

The Board held the Second Collective Bargaining Session – the Board’s Initial Proposal. 

The Board’s initial proposal included language to procedures when reduction in staff is necessary, change in what line of Aid and Levy to use for TSS funds,  and the proposal included a 0.81% total package increase for 2011-2012 school year.   

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Riegel to adjourn at 8:42 pm.  Motion carried.

Discussed possible legislative stall of an IPERS increase until 2012-2013 school year.  

Discussed the Education association’s proposal of excluding the increase in IPERS and insurance benefits from negotiations proceedings.

The Board entered exempt session Under Chapter 20.17(3) of the Iowa Code for the purpose of conducting a collective bargaining strategy session and chapter 21.9 of the Iowa Code for the Purpose of conducting a strategy session for those employees not covered by Chapter 20 at 8:51 pm. 

Wendy L. Ayers

Board Secretary

Minutes of the  English Valleys School Board of Directors Regular meeting,  February 10, 2011.

Members present:  Dick Morrison, Alan Ackerman, Amy Stephenson, Terri Riegel, Steve Axmear,  Board Secretary Wendy Ayers

Members absent:   John Gent, Angela George

Others present:  Superintendent Alan Jensen,   Amy Andreassen, Angie Nolte, Andrea Furlong, Susan Schaefer, Tami Marsh, Linda Jensen

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm.

A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by Morrison, to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Stephenson, to approve the minutes of the meeting held January 13th, 2011.  Motion carried.

Communications – The board received a thank you for funeral flowers.

Visitors –  The board acknowledged the visitors to the meeting. 

Steve Axmear arrived at 6:31 pm. 

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Riegel, to approve the February 2011 Activity Bills.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Axmear, to approve the February 2011 General Bills.  Motion carried.

The board received the Financial Reports for Month Ending January 31st, 2011.  

The board discussed the recent changes in the posted lunch menu.

The board received a resignation from William Wagner as Junior High Science teacher.  A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by Axmear to accept the resignation from William Wagner as Junior High Science  teacher.  Roll Call vote. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, Morrison aye, Stephenson aye, Ackerman aye.  Motion carried. 

The board received a Voluntary Early Separation application from Verrena Robison.  A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Axmear, to approve Verrena Robison’s application for Early Separation.  Roll Call Vote.  Axmear aye, Riegel aye, Morrison aye, Stephenson aye, Ackerman aye.  Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Morrison, to accept Mrs. Mrs. Robison’s resignation as 4th Grade Teacher and to thank Mrs. Robison for here many years of service at English Valleys.   Roll Call Vote. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, Morrison aye, Stephenson aye, Ackerman aye.  Motion carried. 

Information & Discussion:

Dick Morrison discussed with the board that he attended a meeting Tuesday night for the Keokuk County Conference Board.  They met to discuss the budget for the assessor’s office for the coming year.   The board discussed the new increase in valuation for Keokuk County.  

Terri Riegel informed the board that she will be attending the Iowa County Conference Board meeting next Wednesday.  

Administration discussed with the board the Keokuk County Reduction in Tax Receipts for school districts in Keokuk County.  Administration informed the board that the shortfall is in property tax for the school districts and other entities.  Auditor Christy Bates’ committed the error when she was entering budgets in her software for the schools and erroneously made a duplication of valuation for utilities.  Utilities were therefore doubled.  Administration discussed the basis of the error.  

Administration informed the board of the actual figures  for English Valleys – General Fund  -$24,264; Debt Service - $4,211; Management Fund - $1,469; PPEL Fund - $394.  Administration informed the board that the District is pursuing EMC for a possible claim to errors and emissions.  Administration informed the board that the county didn’t purchase insurance coverage for the property taxes under errors and emissions.   Administration informed the board that no taxpayers were overcharged.  

The board discussed the student enrollment in the 2nd Grade.  Administration discussed with the board that some data had been shared and questioned the board if any more information would the Board like to be seen.  Administration informed the board that there are currently 22 students in 2nd grade.  Administration also informed the board that there are other class sections that have 21 children in the building – one section of 6th grade has 21 students, one section of 4th grade has 21 students.  

Administration informed the board that we have an associate that works some in the afternoon in the 2nd grade room.  One student has an associate with them for part of the day.  The board discussed that there are 26 students, on January 19th,  in the 5th grade.

The board discussed what the District will do next year and administration informed the board that it will come down to a board decision.  Tami Marsh discussed with the board as a parent of a child in the 2nd grade that parents have been concerned about the class size, citing several kids in the class needing social attention, not necessarily academic needs.  Mrs. Marsh informed the board that she also understands the financial aspect of the situation, too, but maybe more teacher associate time could be considered.  

The board also discussed that financially,  things from Des Moines doesn’t look good for schools for next year.  The board wanted to stress their appreciation to the parents who have been volunteering their time in that classroom this year. 

The board asked the question to administration – “Are the dynamics of this class any different than other grades?” Mrs. Andreassen informed the board that, in her opinion,  no.  She went on to explain that every class has bright kids, kids who need help, and the group in the middle.  

The board also discussed if it was better to combine an older class?    Administration discussed with the board that a person could argue either side of this argument, due to the fact that academics get harder as children get older.  

The board also discussed a floating associate next year.    Administration informed the board that all our current teacher associates are specifically assigned to a program  (i.e. Preschool, Special Education, At Risk, Library)  

The board asked if it was safe to say our kids are getting what they need?  Mrs. Andreassen informed the board that since the last board meeting, she had visited the 2nd grade classroom on numerous occasions and it seems to function a lot like other classes. 

Administration informed the board that under current projections, if the legislature approved a 0% Allowable Growth rate for schools for FY12, English Valleys would have a negative $22,000 for the FY12 budget.   If we receive a  1% increase in Allowable Growth, English Valleys would break even.

Administration discussed sharing the information and numbers compiled on current class sizes for English Valleys and area schools with staff members.   

Administration/Board Communications:  

Mr. Jensen informed the board that Mr. Van Roekel is at the Girls BB game.  

Mrs. Andreassen informed the board that  Senator Tom Rielly came and visited the preschools last week.

Mrs. Andreassen also informed the board that on Monday,  February 21st, former English Valleys teacher Trent Reedy will be at the elementary to do an assembly to talk about leaving EV and becoming a writer and following your dreams. 

The board received an open enrollment application from Joelle Render to attend the Williamsburg Community School for the 2011-2012 school year.  

Administration informed the board that they are trying to get bids for possibly air conditioning our preschool classrooms.  

Administration informed the board that the District is interested in units similar to the ones that were installed at DR-M.  The units are individual to the room.  They are not a true window air conditioner but  wall mounted and thermostat controlled.  

The board directed Mr. Jensen to get two bids, possibly from Smith Electric.  

Next regular meeting - March 10th, 2011.  Administration informed the board that the preliminary FY12 budget will be discussed on that date.

A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Stephenson to adjourn at 7:33 pm.  Motion carried.

The board entered Exempt Session Under Chapter 20.17(3) of the Iowa Code for the Purpose of Conducting a Collective Bargaining Strategy Session and Chapter 21.9 of the Iowa Code for the Purpose of Conducting a Strategy Session for those Employees not covered by Chapter 20 at 7: 38 pm.  

Wendy L. Ayers

Board Secretary/Treasurer

Minutes of the  English Valleys School Board of Directors Regular meeting,  January 13th, 2011.

Members present:  John Gent, Dick Morrison, Alan Ackerman,  Amy Stephenson, Terri Riegel, Steve Axmear, Angie George, Board Secretary Wendy Ayers

Others present:  Superintendent Alan Jensen,   Amy Andreassen,  Marty Van Roekel, Angie Nolte, Andrea Furlong, Susan Schaefer

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm.

A motion was made by Ackerman,  seconded by Stephenson, to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Riegel to approve the  minutes of the meeting held December 15th, 2010.  Motion carried.

The board received a thank you for funeral flowers.

The board discussed the Activity Bills and the deficit for the cheerleading fund.

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Riegel to approve the activity bills for January, 2011.  Motion carried.

Angela George arrived at 6:33 pm.

A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by Morrison to approve payment of the General bills for January, 2011.  Motion carried.

The board received the Financial Reports for the Month Ending, December 31st, 2010.  

The board discussed naming an official school newspaper for 2011.  Two area publications expressed interest in being named the official newspaper: The Williamsburg Journal Tribune and the Sigourney News-Review.  Administration informed the board that the Williamsburg Journal Tribune is our current official paper.  Administration informed the board that naming the Williamsburg Journal Tribune as official newspaper for the District would be their recommendation.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Stephenson to approve the Williamsburg Journal Tribune as the District’s official newspaper for 2011.  Motion carried. 

Information & Discussion Items:

The board discussed the warped floor on the Elementary gym floor again.  Administration informed the board that it usually settles down this time of year but hasn’t yet. 

Administration informed the board that the Iowa Poweshiek County School Board Inservice at Carnforth is scheduled for Thursday, January 27th, 201

Administration/Board communications – 

Mrs. Andreassen discussed with the board that House appropriations approved to repeal the state wide preschool program, Iowa core, and other programs for school districts.   The board discussed the previous preschool program for the District before we received the preschool grant.  Administration discussed with the board that a burden will be felt by the school and middle income families if the funding is cut. 

Mr. Van Roekel discussed with the board that the first semester academic award night is January 27th.  Mr. Van Roekel informed the board that rather than have a speaker for the awards ceremony, they will be having a group of people talk about why they are proud of the students and English Valleys.  Mr. Van Roekel also informed the board that they will be recognizing the  Silver Cord program. Mr. Van Roekel invited a board member to speak during the program.  Angie George volunteered to speak.  

A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by George to approve adjourning the meeting at 6:59 pm.  Motion carried.

Enter Exempt Session Under Chapter 20.17(3) of the Iowa Code for the Purpose of conducting a Collective Bargaining Strategy Session and Chapter 21.9 of the Iowa Code for the Purpose of Conducting a Strategy Session for those Employees not covered by Chapter 20 at 7:00 pm. 

Wendy L. Ayers, Secretary 

Minutes of the  English Valleys School Board of Directors Regular meeting,  February 10, 2011.

Members present:  Dick Morrison, Alan Ackerman, Amy Stephenson, Terri Riegel, Steve Axmear,  Board Secretary Wendy Ayers

Members absent:   John Gent, Angela George

Others present:  Superintendent Alan Jensen,   Amy Andreassen, Angie Nolte, Andrea Furlong, Susan Schaefer, Tami Marsh, Linda Jensen

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm.

A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by Morrison, to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Stephenson, to approve the minutes of the meeting held January 13th, 2011.  Motion carried.

Communications – The board received a thank you for funeral flowers.

Visitors –  The board acknowledged the visitors to the meeting. 

Steve Axmear arrived at 6:31 pm. 

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Riegel, to approve the February 2011 Activity Bills.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Axmear, to approve the February 2011 General Bills.  Motion carried.

The board received the Financial Reports for Month Ending January 31st, 2011.  

The board discussed the recent changes in the posted lunch menu.

The board received a resignation from William Wagner as Junior High Science teacher.  A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by Axmear to accept the resignation from William Wagner as Junior High Science  teacher.  Roll Call vote. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, Morrison aye, Stephenson aye, Ackerman aye.  Motion carried. 

The board received a Voluntary Early Separation application from Verrena Robison.  A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Axmear, to approve Verrena Robison’s application for Early Separation.  Roll Call Vote.  Axmear aye, Riegel aye, Morrison aye, Stephenson aye, Ackerman aye.  Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Morrison, to accept Mrs. Mrs. Robison’s resignation as 4th Grade Teacher and to thank Mrs. Robison for here many years of service at English Valleys.   Roll Call Vote. Axmear aye, Riegel aye, Morrison aye, Stephenson aye, Ackerman aye.  Motion carried. 

Information & Discussion:

Dick Morrison discussed with the board that he attended a meeting Tuesday night for the Keokuk County Conference Board.  They met to discuss the budget for the assessor’s office for the coming year.   The board discussed the new increase in valuation for Keokuk County.  

Terri Riegel informed the board that she will be attending the Iowa County Conference Board meeting next Wednesday.  

Administration discussed with the board the Keokuk County Reduction in Tax Receipts for school districts in Keokuk County.  Administration informed the board that the shortfall is in property tax for the school districts and other entities.  Auditor Christy Bates’ committed the error when she was entering budgets in her software for the schools and erroneously made a duplication of valuation for utilities.  Utilities were therefore doubled.  Administration discussed the basis of the error.  

Administration informed the board of the actual figures  for English Valleys – General Fund  -$24,264; Debt Service - $4,211; Management Fund - $1,469; PPEL Fund - $394.  Administration informed the board that the District is pursuing EMC for a possible claim to errors and emissions.  Administration informed the board that the county didn’t purchase insurance coverage for the property taxes under errors and emissions.   Administration informed the board that no taxpayers were overcharged.  

The board discussed the student enrollment in the 2nd Grade.  Administration discussed with the board that some data had been shared and questioned the board if any more information would the Board like to be seen.  Administration informed the board that there are currently 22 students in 2nd grade.  Administration also informed the board that there are other class sections that have 21 children in the building – one section of 6th grade has 21 students, one section of 4th grade has 21 students.  

Administration informed the board that we have an associate that works some in the afternoon in the 2nd grade room.  One student has an associate with them for part of the day.  The board discussed that there are 26 students, on January 19th,  in the 5th grade.

The board discussed what the District will do next year and administration informed the board that it will come down to a board decision.  Tami Marsh discussed with the board as a parent of a child in the 2nd grade that parents have been concerned about the class size, citing several kids in the class needing social attention, not necessarily academic needs.  Mrs. Marsh informed the board that she also understands the financial aspect of the situation, too, but maybe more teacher associate time could be considered.  

The board also discussed that financially,  things from Des Moines doesn’t look good for schools for next year.  The board wanted to stress their appreciation to the parents who have been volunteering their time in that classroom this year. 

The board asked the question to administration – “Are the dynamics of this class any different than other grades?” Mrs. Andreassen informed the board that, in her opinion,  no.  She went on to explain that every class has bright kids, kids who need help, and the group in the middle.  

The board also discussed if it was better to combine an older class?    Administration discussed with the board that a person could argue either side of this argument, due to the fact that academics get harder as children get older.  

The board also discussed a floating associate next year.    Administration informed the board that all our current teacher associates are specifically assigned to a program  (i.e. Preschool, Special Education, At Risk, Library)  

The board asked if it was safe to say our kids are getting what they need?  Mrs. Andreassen informed the board that since the last board meeting, she had visited the 2nd grade classroom on numerous occasions and it seems to function a lot like other classes. 

Administration informed the board that under current projections, if the legislature approved a 0% Allowable Growth rate for schools for FY12, English Valleys would have a negative $22,000 for the FY12 budget.   If we receive a  1% increase in Allowable Growth, English Valleys would break even.

Administration discussed sharing the information and numbers compiled on current class sizes for English Valleys and area schools with staff members.   

Administration/Board Communications:  

Mr. Jensen informed the board that Mr. Van Roekel is at the Girls BB game.  

Mrs. Andreassen informed the board that  Senator Tom Rielly came and visited the preschools last week.

Mrs. Andreassen also informed the board that on Monday,  February 21st, former English Valleys teacher Trent Reedy will be at the elementary to do an assembly to talk about leaving EV and becoming a writer and following your dreams. 

The board received an open enrollment application from Joelle Render to attend the Williamsburg Community School for the 2011-2012 school year.  

Administration informed the board that they are trying to get bids for possibly air conditioning our preschool classrooms.  

Administration informed the board that the District is interested in units similar to the ones that were installed at DR-M.  The units are individual to the room.  They are not a true window air conditioner but  wall mounted and thermostat controlled.  

The board directed Mr. Jensen to get two bids, possibly from Smith Electric.  

Next regular meeting - March 10th, 2011.  Administration informed the board that the preliminary FY12 budget will be discussed on that date.

A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Stephenson to adjourn at 7:33 pm.  Motion carried.

The board entered Exempt Session Under Chapter 20.17(3) of the Iowa Code for the Purpose of Conducting a Collective Bargaining Strategy Session and Chapter 21.9 of the Iowa Code for the Purpose of Conducting a Strategy Session for those Employees not covered by Chapter 20 at 7: 38 pm.  

Wendy L. Ayers

Board Secretary/Treasurer

Minutes of the  English Valleys School Board of Directors Regular meeting,  December 15th, 2010.

Members present:  John Gent, Dick Morrison, Amy Stephenson, Terri Riegel, Steve Axmear, Board Secretary Wendy Ayers

Members absent:  Angela George and Alan Ackerman

Others present:  Superintendent Alan Jensen,   Amy Andreassen,  Marty Van Roekel, Andrea Furlong, Susan Schaefer, Amy Armstrong,  Sherry Nisley,  Nino Turava

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm.

A motion was made by Stephenson,  seconded by Axmear to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Morrison to approve the minutes of the regular meeting, November 11th, 2010. Motion carried.

There were no communications.

Visitors -  Sherry Nisly discussed The World Link foreign exchange student program.  Nino Turava addressed the board and informed them that she is from Georgia.     She is living with her host family in Deep River, the Leigh Armstrong family.  Nino informed the board that she attending the National FFA convention and really enjoyed it.  

The board received the Activity bills.  A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Axmear to approve the December 2010 Activity bills.  Motion carried.  

The board received the General Fund bills.  A motion made by Axmear, seconded by Stephenson to approve the December 2010 General bills.   Motion carried.

The board discussed the request by Montezuma for their share for the DR-M meeting.   Administration discussed that the District’s legal counsel is still working on it.    Administration informed the board that the district will not settle until the DECAT group has secured property insurance for the Millersburg building.  

The board received the Secretary/Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the Month Ending 11/30/10.  

The board discussed the cheerleaders and FFA have fundraisers scheduled to take care of the negative account balances.

Administration discussed with the board possible transfers in the Activity Fund. A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Stephenson, to approve the following transfers:    $278.48 from the Spanish Account to the HS Student activity, $25.52 from the Science Account to HS student activity account, $3.74 from the Family Night account to Lutton Student Activity Account, $20.83 from the Class of 2008 to HS Academic Recognition Night, $.71 from the Class of 2009 to HS Academic Recognition Night, and $216.88 from the Class of 2010 to the HS Academic Recognition Night. Motion carried.

The board received and discussed the 2011-2012 At Risk Application.  Administration informed the board that the application is similar as in the past – it’s for drop out prevention – allows us to budget for money to pay for salaries for certified and non certified positions  to service those students.  A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by Riegel to approve the 2011-2012 At Risk application with the modified allowable growth in the amount of $159,082.  Motion carried. 

The board received the IASB District Director Ballot.  A motion was made by  Morrison, seconded by Axmear, to cast English Valleys’ vote for Patti Fields  from Iowa City for IASB District Director.  Motion carried.

Superintendent Jensen discussed with the board offering the Teacher Associate contract to Victoria Sherman.  A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Morrison, to approve a contract to Victoria Sherman at a wage of $8.73//hour for the 2010-2011 school year, with $100/month benefit package.   Roll call vote.  Morrison aye, Riegel aye,  Axmear aye, Stephenson aye,  Gent aye.  Motion carried.

The board received  Angela Hanchett’s  resignation as School Nurse.  A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by Axmear  to accept Angela Hanchett’s resignation as School Nurse. Roll call vote.  Stephenson aye, Morrison aye, Gent aye, Riegel aye, Axmear aye.  Motion carried.

 Administration informed the board that the District will not hire until after the legislature  departs for the 2011 session, in case the mandate for a school nurse is lifted.

Information & Discussion Items:

A.  The board discussed the bus fleet.  

The board also discussed the snow removal at the schools.

B. School board Inservice – January 27th – 2011 at 6 pm.  RSVP to Wendy by the January board meeting. 

C. Administrative/Board Communications – Mr. Van Roekel informed the board that the HS music concert tomorrow night.  Mr. Van Roekel also informed the board that the high school is losing one foreign exchange student but gaining another one second semester. 

The next regular meeting is scheduled for January 13th, 2011.

A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by Axmear to adjourn at 7:26 pm.  Motion carried.

Entered exempt session under Chapter 20.17(3) of the Iowa Code for the purpose of Conducting a Collective Bargaining Strategy Session and Chapter 21.9 of the Iowa Code for the Purpose of Conducting a Strategy Session for those Employees not covered by Chapter 20 at 7:28 pm.  

Wendy L. Ayers         

Board Secretary/Treasurer

Minutes of the  English Valleys School Board of Directors Regular meeting,  November 11th,  2010.

Members present:  John Gent, Alan Ackerman, Amy Stephenson, Angela George,   Terri Riegel, Steve Axmear, Board Secretary Wendy Ayers

Members absent:  Dick Morrison

Others present:  Superintendent Alan Jensen,   Amy Andreassen,  Marty Van Roekel, Angie Nolte.

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm.

A motion was made by George, seconded by Riegel to approve the agenda.  Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Axmear, seconded by Stephenson, to approve the minutes of the October 12th, 2010 regular meeting.  Motion carried. 

There were no communications.

There were no visitors.

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Stephenson, to approve the November Activity Bills.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Axmear, seconded by Ackerman,  to approve the November General Bills.  Motion carried.

The board received the Secretary/Treasurer’s Financial Report for Month Ending 10/31/10.    

The board discussed the negative cheerleading account in the activity fund.  

Administration discussed the Special Education Allowable Growth Request in the amount of $1,402.27.    A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by George,  to approve the Special education Allowable Growth in the amount of $1,402.27.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the SBRC application for students not on our count last year.  English Valleys’ had a total of  8.3 kids equating to $47,874.  A motion was made George,   seconded by Riegel to approve the SBRC application in the amount of $47,874.  Motion carried.  

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board approve the Assistant Girls’ Basketball  coaching contract to Mike Lang at a salary of  $1,729.20 for the 2010-2011 school year.    A motion was made  by Ackerman,  seconded by George to approve Mike Lang as Assistant Girls’ Basketball coaching contract  at a salary of $1,729.20.  Roll call vote.  Stephenson aye,  George aye,  Gent aye,  Riegel aye,  Axmear aye,  Ackerman aye.  Motion carried.

Administration discussed with the board a proposed computer hardware and software purchase for the elementary and jr./sr. high school.  

Principal Van Roekel  discussed with the board the proposal to purchase licenses for software  e2020.  Mr. Van Roekel informed the board that the software is an online learning software package for students to make up credits as part of Iowa Core.  Currently students who need credit through the EVAP program  cannot retrieve basic credits like US history, but now will be able to.  The cost of the software package is $10,500. 

Administration discussed with the board the proposal for the hardware package at a cost of $54,425.78 and an additional $4,192 for assorted computers and equipment. 

A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Stephenson, to approve the purchase of the E2020 software in the amount of $10,500.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by George, seconded by Ackerman to approve the computer hardware package in the amount of $58,617.78.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the Springbrook trip for this spring.  Administration informed the board that the PTO will contribute money towards the field trip.  A motion was made by Axmear, seconded by Stephenson to approve the Springbrook trip, March 17th & 18th, 2011.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the Voluntary early separation plan for the 2010-2011 school year.  

The board discussed the plan in length.    The board discussed possibly offering the plan one more year and then discontinuing it.    The board discussed continuing the $15,000 extra incentive for this year only and then returning to the  original early retirement plan of the cash settlement of the difference between the employee’s lane and step  and base salary and paid single insurance until Medicare eligible age.  One of the issues the district is facing is if an employee is 65, the early retirement settlements then come out of general fund,  not management fund.  The board also discussed moving the deadline for application to the plan to February 1st, 2011.    

A motion was made by Ackerman,  seconded by Riegel, to approve the Early Retirement Plan for the 2010-2011 school year with the same incentives as the 2009-2010 school year (i.e. - cash settlement of the difference between the employee’s lane and step  and base salary, paid single insurance until Medicare eligible age, and an extra $15,000 extra cash incentive)  with the change of moving the application deadline from March 1st to February 1st.  The board also agreed to include  in the minutes that the intent of the board is that this will be the last year of the $15,000 extra cash incentive.   Motion carried.  

The board discussed the possible purchase of a pickup with a snowplow package, or hiring out the snow removal for the district.   Administration handed out costs for the purchase of a new pick up, costs for the purchase of a snow plow package for that pickup, and costs for snow removal for the district from Larry Cox, North English.   The discussed the proposals.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Riegel,  to hire Larry Cox, North English for the removal of snow from the District parking lots at the cost of $200/snow.  Motion carried.

Board discussion items: 

The board discussed a bent conduit on the panel to the football field lights that needs fixed. 

The board discussed purchasing a new bus again this year.  The board discussed possibly purchasing another transit style bus.

Administration discussed the District Certified Enrollment is down 4.3 students this year to 534.10 students.

The District received an open enrollment application on behalf of Tara Gossen,  to attend school in the Mid Prairie District.  

The district also received an open enrollment application on behalf of Alex Thompson, to attend school at English Valleys  from  the Williamsburg District. 

Mrs. Andreassen informed the board that the Veterans’ Day Program at the elementary had a good turnout. 

Mr. Van Roekel informed the board that the Musical is this weekend.  The girls’ basketball team starts their season with  a  Jamboree in Grinnell this week.

The football and volleyball  teams are attending their state tournaments. 

Mr. Jensen informed the board that the District is trying to reach a settlement with Montezuma, possibly before the next board meeting. 

The board agreed to hold the next meeting on December 15th.   A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Riegel to have the December board meeting on the 15th, starting at 6:30 pm.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by George, seconded by Riegel, to adjourn at 8:30 pm 

Wendy L. Ayers

Board Secretary/Treasurer 

Minutes of the  English Valleys School Board of Directors Regular meeting, October 12th 2010.

Members present:  John Gent, Alan Ackerman, Dick Morrison,  Amy Stephenson, Angela George,  Terri Riegel, Board Secretary Wendy Ayers

Members absent:  Steve Axmear

Others present:  Superintendent Alan Jensen,  Amy Andreassen,  Marty Van Roekel, Susan Schaefer, Angie Nolte, Denise Wade

The meeting was called to order at 7 pm.

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by George, to approve the agenda, with the deletion of agenda items #14, 15, and 16.   Motion carried.

A motion was made by George, seconded by Riegel to approve the minutes of the  September 9th, 2010 regular meeting.  Motion carried. 

Amy Stephenson arrived at 7:01 pm.

Dick Morrison arrived at 7:03 pm.

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Riegel to approve the payment of the Activity Fund Bills.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by George, seconded by Stephenson to approve payment of General Fund bills.  Motion carried.

The board received the Secretary/ Treasurer’s Financial Reports.

The board discussed the roof repair schedule.    

The board discussed the request from the FFA for an out of state trip to Indianapolis.   Administration informed the board that eight students are going.  The board discussed  contributing an amount towards the FFA trip.    The board discussed if they contributed an amount towards the trip, they would be setting precedence towards other trips in the future.   A motion was made to Morrison to contributed   $1,000 towards the cost of the trip.  Stephenson seconded.  Motion carried.  

The board held the second reading on  board policy 507.9 Wellness policy.   A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Riegel to approve board policy #507.9,  Wellness.  Motion carried.    

The board held the second reading on board policy 802.4, Capital Assets Management System.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Morrison to approve board policy #802.4, Capital Assets Management.  Motion carried.

The board heard the second reading of a  request from the Music Department for  their trip to Minneapolis.  Mrs. Wade informed the board that she had no new information to share – the numbers are 47 students, 3 chaperones and 2 directors signed up for the trip.   A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Morrison to approve the Music Department trip scheduled for April 8th – 10th, 2011.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Stephenson to adjourn the Final meeting of the retiring board at 7:31 pm.

Minutes of the  English Valleys School Board of Directors Organizational meeting, October 12th,  2010.

Members present:  John Gent, Alan Ackerman, Dick Morrison,  Amy Stephenson, Angela George,  Terri Riegel, Board Secretary Wendy Ayers

Members absent:  Steve Axmear

Others present:  Superintendent Alan Jensen,  Amy Andreassen,  Marty Van Roekel, Susan Schaefer, Angie Nolte, Denise Wade

The meeting was called to order at 7:31 pm.

A motion was made by George, seconded by Ackerman to elect John Gent as Board President.  Stephenson aye,  Morrison aye, George aye, Ackerman aye, Riegel aye.  Gent abstained.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Morrison,  seconded by Stephenson, to elect Al Ackerman as Board Vice-President. Stephenson aye,  Morrison aye, George aye, Gent aye, Riegel aye. Ackerman abstained. Motion carried.

The board discussed setting monthly board meetings for the year.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Stephenson, to set meetings for the 2nd Thursday of the month at 6:30 pm,  and setting the summer meeting date and times in the spring.  Motion carried.  

Administration discussed with the board that next fall after the board election, the board goes back to a 5 member board and the meetings will move back to the conference room.

The board discussed appointing a board member to the Park/Rec Commission for the 2010-2011 school year.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Riegel to appoint Steve Axmear to the Park/Rec committee.  Motion carried.

The board discussed appointing a board member to the Superintendent’s sharing committee.  A  motion was made by George, seconded by Riegel to appoint Dick Morrison and John Gent to the Superintendent’s sharing committee.  Motion carried. 

The board discussed appointing a board member to the Iowa County Conference Board. A motion was made by George,  seconded by Morrison to appointing Terri Riegel to the Iowa County Conference Board.  Motion carried. 

The board discussed appointing a board member to the Keokuk County Conference Board.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Riegel to appoint Dick Morrison to the Keokuk County Conference Board.  Motion carried.

The board discussed allowing the athletic teams permission to attend their respective  state competitions.  Administration informed the board that the District has provided the driver and fuel in the past.   A motion was made by Morrison seconded by Stephenson to approve allowing the athletic teams permission to attend their respective  state competitions.  Motion carried.

Superintendent Jensen discussed with the board offering the Regular Bus Driver contract to Greg Judy, Deep River.  A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by George, to approve a contract to Greg Judy  as Bus  Driver at an annual salary of $8893 for the 2010-2011 school year, with single health insurance.   Roll call vote.  Ackerman aye, Morrison aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Stephenson aye,  Gent aye.  Motion carried.

Superintendent Jensen discussed with the board offering the Activity Bus Driver contract to Grace Knowles.  A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by Morrison, to approve a contract to Grace Knowles  as Activity Bus  Driver at a wage of $13.50 to Millersburg $18.50 to 1/2 between Millersburg and Deep River, and $23.00 to Deep River for the 2010-2011 school year, with single health insurance.   Roll call vote.  Ackerman aye, Morrison aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Stephenson aye,  Gent aye.  Motion carried.

The board discussed naming the 2010-2011 SIAC Committee.  The board discussed appointing board representatives to the committee.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Morrison to appoint Angie George,  Amy Stephenson, and Alan Ackerman to the 2010-2011 SIAC committee.  Motion carried.

Info & Discussion items:

1. Board Discussion – JH Football had a winning season. 

2. IASB Convention –  November 18th, 2010 

3. IASB District Director –  Meeting 

4. Mrs. Andreassen informed the board of the upcoming elementary events  – 10/22 Grandparent’s Day – The board discussed sending out more detailed information in Friday letters. 

Mr. Van Roekel informed  the board the final volleyball and football games are this week. 

Administration informed the board that the district will be looking into purchasing a new truck/snowplow.  

Administration informed the board that in either the November/December board agenda, the board will be discussing the early retirement incentive – Insurance  is covered until age 65.  Mr. Jensen informed the board that discussion will start early and the district will  offer plenty of fair warning of a possible drop in the future of the early separation  plan.

Administration informed the board that there has been a Bus route change in South English due to a couple incidences. 

A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by George, to adjourn at 8:19 pm.  Motion carried. 

Wendy l. Ayers

Board Secretary/Treasurer 

Minutes of the  English Valleys School Board of Directors regular meeting, September 9th 2010.

Members present:  John Gent, Alan Ackerman, Dick Morrison, Amy Stephenson, Angela George,  Terri Riegel,  Steve Axmear 

Others present:  Superintendent Alan Jensen,  Amy Andreassen,  Marty Van Roekel, Susan Schaefer, Angie Nolte, Andrea Furlong, Denise Wade

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm.

A motion was made by George, seconded by Morrison to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by Ackerman, to approve the minutes of the meetings held August 9th and August 12th, 2010.  Motion carried.

There were no communications.

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Stephenson, to approve the September Activity bills.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Stephenson to approve payment of September General bills.  Motion carried.

The board received the Financial Reports for month ending August 31st,  2010.

The board received the resignation from Alan Husband as route bus driver.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Stephenson, to approve Alan Husband’s resignation as route bus driver.  Motion carried.

The board received the resignation  from Jennifer Hohenshell as Teacher Associate.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Morrison, to approve Jennifer Hohenshell’s resignation as Teacher Associate.  Motion carried.

The board discussed with Denise Wade a request  from the band and chorus for an out of state trip to Minneapolis, MN.

Terri Riegel arrived at  6:42 pm.  

The board discussed with Mrs. Wade an itinerary for the April 8th – 10th trip.  

Mrs. Wade also discussed hiring security for the nights.  This is the first reading.  This item will appear on the October agenda for possible approval. 

Steve Axmear arrived at 6:50 pm 

The board discussed a request from the FFA for an out of state trip to Indianapolis for the annual FFA convention.  The convention is scheduled for October 19th through the 22nd. 

Administration informed the board that more information will be shared next month.

The board discussed appointing an EV representative to the IASB Delegate Assembly.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded  by Axmear to appoint Angela George as English Valleys’ IASB Delegate Assembly representative.   Motion carried.

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board offer the Prom sponsor contract to Janelle Roberts.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Stephenson, to approve to offer the prom sponsor contract to Janelle Roberts for the 2010-2011 school year at a salary of $576.40.  Roll call vote.  Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Stephenson aye, Morrison aye,  Ackerman aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried.  

 Superintendent Jensen recommended the board offer the JH Girls Volleyball coaching contract to Melissa Kingland.  A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by Axmear, to approve to offer the JH Girls volleyball coaching contract to Melissa Kingland for the 2010-2011 school year at a salary of $1,441.  Roll call vote.  Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Stephenson aye, Morrison aye,  Ackerman aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried.  

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board offer the JH Football coaching contract to Ron Van Berkum.  A motion was made by Morrison seconded by Ackerman, to approve to offer the JH Football coaching  contract to Ron Van Berkum for the 2010-2011 school year at a salary of $1,729.20.  Roll call vote.  Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Stephenson aye, Morrison aye,  Ackerman aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried.  

Administration informed the board that Cody Perry is interested in volunteer assisting for the  Wrestling  program.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Axmear, to approve Cody Perry as a volunteer assistant for the wrestling program for the 2010-2011 school year.  Motion carried.  

Administration informed the board that Kristal Terpstra is interested in volunteer assisting for the Girls basketball program.  A motion was made by Riegel,  seconded by George to approve Kristal Terpstra  as a volunteer assistant for the Girls’ Basketball program for the 2010-2011 school year.  Motion carried.

Administration recommended the board issue a new contract to Alan Ling, reflecting hours and credits earned and  completing his masters.  A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Ackerman, to approve a new contract for Alan Ling, reflecting hours and credits earned for  $46,668. .  Roll call vote.  Axmear aye, Riegel aye, George aye, Stephenson aye, Morrison aye,  Ackerman aye, Gent aye.  Motion carried.

The board discussed Board policy #507.9 -Wellness policy.  Administration informed the board that changes are for specific wellness goals for EV.  This is the first reading.  The second reading will be during the October board meeting.  

The board discussed Board policy #802.4 – Fixed Assets Management System.  The changes are due to the inclusion of intangible assets to the District’s inventory.  This is the first reading.  The second reading will be during the October meeting. 

The board received an open enrollment request from  Jenna Cox, from Williamsburg to the English Valleys District.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Riegel, to approve the open enrollment application submitted by Jenna Cox to attend English Valleys Schools for the 2010-2011 school year.  Motion carried.  

Information & Discussion Items:

Steve Axmear expressed his approval of the  Silver Cord program. 

The board also discussed some inappropriate background music being played at a recent home football game.   Administration informed the board that it has been addressed.    

Angela George informed the board that the Booster club is up and running and they are organizing  the  painting of the boys’ locker rooms this weekend at the high school.

b. Open enrollment – The board received an open enrollment application from Felipe and Mariana Stevenson to the Williamsburg School District.  This is an automatic approval.

The board also received an open enrollment application from Ericka Wardenburg  to attend the Williamsburg School District,  beginning with the 2011-2012 school year. 

c.Administration/Communications:  Mrs. Andreassen informed the board that the school year has gotten off to a great start and that  October 22nd is Grandparent’s Day at the elementary. 

Mr. Van Roekel informed the board that the high school has started off very smooth. Mr. Van Roekel also discussed the Silver cord program some more and discussed different volunteer opportunities for the high school students. 

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by  Ackerman to approve to move the Organizational meeting to  October 12th at 7:00 pm.   Motion carried.  

A motion was made by George, seconded by Riegel to adjourn at 7:26 pm.  Motion carried. 

Wendy Ayers

Board Secretary

Minutes of the  English Valleys School Board of Directors regular meeting, August 12, 2010.

Members present:  Board President  John Gent,  Al Ackerman, Angie George, Amy Stephenson, Terri Riegel, Board Secretary Wendy Ayers

Members absent:  Steve Axmear, and Dick Morrison

Others present:  Superintendent Alan Jensen,  Amy Andreassen,  Susan Schaefer, Angie Nolte

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm.

A motion was made by George, seconded by Riegel, to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Riegel, to approve the Minutes of the regular meeting held July 9th, 2010, with corrections.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Ackerman,  seconded by Stephenson to approve the Activity bills.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by George, to approve the General Fund bills.  Motion carried.

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board issue the Assistant Football coaching contract to Matt Snakenberg  for the 2010-2011 school year.  A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Stephenson, to approve to issue the Assistant Football coaching contract to Matt Snakenberg at a salary of $1,729.20 for the 2010-2011 school year.  Roll call vote.   George aye, Stephenson aye, Riegel aye, Gent aye, Ackerman aye.  Motion carried.

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board issue the Hot Lunch server contract to Kelly Polton for the 2010-2011 school year.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Stephenson, to approve to issue the Hot Lunch server contract to Kelly Polton  at a wage of $8.50/hour  for the 2010-2011 school year.  Roll call vote.   George aye, Stephenson aye, Riegel aye, Gent aye, Ackerman aye.  Motion carried.

Superintendent Jensen recommended the board issue the Junior high girls track coaching contract to Dianna Stiller for the 2010-2011 school year.  A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by George, to approve to issue the Junior high girls track coaching contract to Dianna Stiller at a salary of $1,441.00 for the 2010-2011 school year.  Roll call vote.   George aye, Stephenson aye, Riegel aye, Gent aye, Ackerman aye.  Motion carried.

Administration informed the board that Kyle Garringer has expressed interest in volunteering to help with the Varsity football team for the 2010 season.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Stephenson, to approve Kyle Garringer as a volunteer assistant coach for the varsity football team for the 2010 season.  Motion carried.

Superintendent Jensen informed the board that Susan Schaefer has acquired enough credits to move over a lane on the salary schedule.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Riegel, to approve a new contract to Susan Schaefer, reflecting hours and credits earned to move her to the next salary schedule lane.  Mrs. Schaefer’s new contract amount will is $49,413 for the 2010-2011 school year. Roll call vote.    .   George aye, Stephenson aye, Riegel aye, Gent aye, Ackerman aye.  Motion carried.

Superintendent Jensen informed the board that Deana Colbert has acquired enough credits to move over a lane on the salary schedule.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Stephenson, to approve a new contract to Deana Colbert, reflecting hours and credits earned to move her to the next salary schedule lane.  Mrs. Schaefer’s new contract amount will is $34,584 for the 2010-2011 school year. Roll call vote: George aye, Stephenson aye, Riegel aye, Gent aye, Ackerman aye.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the District’s participation in the Federal Hot Lunch program.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Stephenson, to approve the District’s participation in the Federal Hot Lunch program for the 2010-2011 school year, and offer the program “Offer vs. serve”.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the 2010-2011 Title I program.  Administration informed the board that the District will receive $79,881.  A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by George, to approve the district’s 2010-2011 Title I program application.  Motion carried.

Administration discussed with the board the status of the Student built house  project for the 2010-2011 school year.    Administration informed the board that the class will proceed with construction of a home for the Dallas and Lisa Zimmerman family.  

The board held the second reading of board policy series  #700.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Riegel, to approve and adopt the board policy series #700.  Motion carried.   

The board held the second reading of board policy series  #800.  A motion was made by  Stephenson, seconded by Riegel, to approve and adopt the board policy series #800.  Motion carried.

The board held the second reading of board policy series  #900.  A motion was made by Riegel, seconded by Ackerman to approve and adopt the board policy series #900.  Motion carried.  

The board discussed the concrete bid for the retaining wall on the west side of the new surface on the older playground.  A motion was made by George, seconded by Stephenson, to approve the bid from Frazier concrete for $1,000 for  the retaining wall project.  Motion carried.

The board discussed the concrete bid for the floor and foundation for new concessions stand located on the west side of vehicle gate at football field.   A proposal from Frazier Concrete was submitted for $5,068.  Mr. Fritz informed the administration that this was the lowest proposal.  The board discussed the portable shed was moved down hill.  The board also discussed trenching in the area.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by Stephenson to approve Frazier Concrete’s bid of $5,068 for the foundation for the new concession stand.  Motion carried.

The board also discussed the Playground installation and a    proposal to switch from assisted installation to full installation from the company, National Playground for  $3000.  Mrs. Andreassen informed the board that the PTO would pay for half of it.  A motion was made by Ackerman, seconded by George to approve for full installation of the new playground for an additional $3,000.  Motion carried.

Mrs. Andreassen also discussed with the board a proposal from D & N Fence to install fencing around the new playground for $3,975,  as required.   A motion was made by George, seconded by Riegel, to approve the bid from  D & N Fence for the new playground for $3,975.  Motion carried.Administration informed the board that the District advertised the sale of JD Rear Mower deck.  Administration informed the board that the gear box is bad.   Jerry Townsend submitted the only sealed bid for $56.78.  A motion was made by Stephenson, seconded by Ackerman, to approve the sale of the John Deere mower to Jerry Townsend for $56.78.  Motion carried. 

Administration informed the board that an open enrollment  request has been submitted on behalf Cody Adams  to HLV. Administration informed the board that the parent is claiming  pervasive harassment.  Administration informed the board that the  preliminary investigation has not been founded.  HLV has indicated they won’t accept him unless we approve.  Administration recommended the board not  approve the open enrollment application at this time but would allow a late open enrollment if extenuating circumstances  exist.   A motion was made by George, seconded by Stephenson,  to deny the open enrollment application submitted by Cody Adams to attend HLV,  but if extenuating circumstances exist,  to direct the administration to allow the open enrollment.  Motion carried.  

Information & discussion items:Administration informed the board that the FFA is planning on  going to harvest grapes at Fireside Winery  for a fundraiser.  

Mrs. Andreassen informed the board that several teachers are taking classes  at the University of Iowa  as part of the Empower grant.  Mrs. Andreassen also informed the board  that  a couple teachers have taken the Second Chance Reading training.  

Back to School night is scheduled for August 23rd.  

Mrs. Andreassen informed the board that she would like to hold a  ribbon cutting for the  new playground. 

Mrs. Andreassen also informed the board that the class lists will be posted online on Monday.

Mr. Jensen informed the board that he will begin looking at bidding a new truck with a snow plow.  He also informed the board that he will be looking to get a quote to install  matting  under the stage at the elementary.   

The next meeting is scheduled for September 9th,  2010. 

The board discussed setting board meetings for the upcoming school year and discussed the change of family night from Thursday to Friday. 

A motion was made by George, seconded by Ackerman to adjourn at 7:15 pm.  Motion carried.

Wendy Ayers

Board Secretary/Treasurer  

MINUTES OF THE ENGLISH VALLEYS BOARD OF DIRECTORS SPECIAL  MEETING, August, 9th, 2010.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  PRESIDENT JOHN GENT, ALAN ACKERMAN, DICK MORRISON, AMY STEPHENSON, ANGELA GEORGE, TERRI RIEGEL, STEVE AXMEAR, AND BOARD SECRETARY WENDY AYERS

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

OTHERS PRESENT:  SUPERINTENDENT ALAN JENSEN, SUSAN SCHAEFER, AMY O’NEIL, AND CHRIS HESTER

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 6:32 PM.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY ACKERMAN, SECONDED BY RIEGEL, TO APPROVE THE AGENDA.  MOTION CARRIED.

THE BOARD ENTERED EXEMPT SESSION UNDER CHAPTER 20.17(3) OF THE IOWA CODE AT 6:33 PM FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONDUCTING A COLLECTIVE BARGAINING SESSION AND STRATEGY SESSION AND UNDER CHAPTER 21.9 OF THE IOWA CODE FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONDUCTING A STRATEGY SESSION FOR THOSE EMPLOYEES NOT COVERED BY CHAPTER.

ALAN ACKERMAN LEFT DURING THE EXEMPT SESSION.

THE BOARD RETURNED TO OPEN SESSION AT 8:09 PM.

SUPERINTENDENT JENSEN RECOMMENDED THE BOARD RATIFY THE 2010-2011 MASTER CONTRACT WITH THE TEACHERS.  SUPERINTENDENT JENSEN INFORMED THE BOARD THAT THE TOTAL CONTRACT SETTLEMENT WAS   A 2.73% INCREASE.  A MOTION WAS MADE BY MORRISON, SECONDED BY AXMEAR , TO RATIFY THE 2010-2011 MASTER CONTRACT WITH THE TEACHERS.  ROLL CALL VOTE. GEORGE AYE, STEPHENSON AYE, GENT AYE, MORRISON AYE, RIEGEL AYE, AXMEAR AYE.  6-0. MOTION CARRIED.

THE BOARD DISCUSSED THE REQUEST FROM AMY O’NEIL AND CHRIS HESTER TO BE GRANTED THEIR COMPENSATION FOR ADDITIONAL YEARS OF TEACHING EXPERIENCE, SPECIFICALLY THEIR DR-M TEACHING EXPERIENCE.  MRS. HESTER AND MRS. O’NEIL MADE THE REQUEST ON THE GROUNDS THAT FOLLOWING THE MERGER, THE DR-M TEACHERS THAT CAME OVER TO ENGLISH VALLEYS RECEIVED ALL THEIR EXPERIENCE AND STEPS ON THE SALARY SCHEDULE.  A MOTION WAS MADE BY RIEGEL, SECONDED BY GEORGE, TO GRANT MRS. HESTER AND MRS. O’NEIL ONE ADDITIONAL STEP FOR YEARS OF EXPERIENCE PRIOR TO ENGLISH VALLEYS HIRING THEM DURING THE 2010-2011 SCHOOL YEAR AND ONE MORE STEP FOR THE 2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR.  ROLL CALL VOTE.  GEORGE AYE, STEPHENSON AYE, GENT AYE, MORRISON AYE, RIEGEL AYE, AXMEAR AYE.   6-0 MOTION CARRIED.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY GEORGE, SECONDED BY RIEGEL, TO ISSUE THE 2010-2011 TEACHER CONTRACTS.   MOTION CARRIED.

SUPERINTENDENT JENSEN RECOMMENDED THE BOARD APPROVE ISSUANCE OF A CONTRACT TO LOREN COPE AS ACTIVITY BUS DRIVER FOR THE 2010-2011 SCHOOL YEAR.  A MOTION WAS MADE BY GEORGE, SECONDED BY STEPHENSON, TO APPROVE ISSUANCE OF A CONTRACT TO LOREN COPE AS ACTIVITY BUS DRIVER, AT A SALARY OF $13.50 TO MILLERSBURG, $18.50 TO ½ WAY BETWEEN MILLERSBURG AND DEEP RIVER, AND $23.00 TO DEEP RIVER FOR THE 2010-2011 SCHOOL YEAR.  ROLL CALL VOTE. GEORGE AYE, STEPHENSON AYE, GENT AYE, MORRISON AYE, RIEGEL AYE, AXMEAR AYE.   6-0 MOTION CARRIED.

SUPERINTENDENT JENSEN RECOMMENDED THE BOARD APPROVE ISSUANCE OF A CONTRACT TO FRANK WHITTEN AS ASSISTANT FOOTBALL COACH FOR THE 2010-2011 SCHOOL YEAR.  A MOTION WAS MADE BY AXMEAR, SECONDED BY STEPHENSON, TO APPROVE ISSUANCE OF A CONTRACT TO FRANK WHITTEN, AT A SALARY OF $1,729.20 FOR THE 2010-2011 SCHOOL YEAR AND TO APPROVE MR. WHITTEN’S RESIGNATION AS JUNIOR HIGH FOOTBALL COACH.  ROLL CALL VOTE. GEORGE AYE, STEPHENSON AYE, GENT AYE, MORRISON AYE, RIEGEL AYE, AXMEAR AYE.   6-0 MOTION CARRIED.

THE BOARD DISCUSSED THE NON-CERTIFIED EMPLOYMENT CONTRACTS FOR THE 2010-2011 SCHOOL YEAR.  A MOTION WAS MADE BY GEORGE, SECONDED BY AXMEAR, TO APPROVE A 2.73% SALARY INCREASE FOR THE CLASSIFICATIONS OF HOT LUNCH SERVER, HOT LUNCH SECRETARY, SPECIAL EDUCATION BUS DRIVER, INTERPRETER, NURSE, PART TIME CUSTODIANS, MECHANIC, AND TEACHER ASSOCIATES. ROLL CALL VOTE. GEORGE AYE, STEPHENSON AYE, GENT AYE, MORRISON AYE, RIEGEL AYE, AXMEAR AYE.   6-0 MOTION CARRIED.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY GEORGE, SECONDED BY STEPHENSON, TO APPROVE A $100 FLAT INCREASE FOR BUS ROUTE DRIVERS FOR THE 2010-2011 SCHOOL YEAR.  ROLL CALL VOTE. GEORGE AYE, STEPHENSON AYE, GENT AYE, MORRISON AYE, RIEGEL AYE, AXMEAR AYE.   6-0 MOTION CARRIED.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY GEORGE, SECONED BY RIEGEL, TO APPROVE TO LEAVE THE ACTIVITY BUS DRIVER COMPENSATION THE SAME AS 2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR.  ROLL CALL VOTE. GEORGE AYE, STEPHENSON AYE, GENT AYE, MORRISON AYE, RIEGEL AYE, AXMEAR AYE.   6-0 MOTION CARRIED.


A MOTION WAS MADE BY MORRISON, SECONED BY AXMEAR, TO APPROVE A $.05/HOUR RAISE FOR THE CLASSIFICATIONS OF BUILDING SECRETARY, HOT LUNCH COOK, AND CUSTODIAN FOR THE 2010-2011 SCHOOL YEAR.  ROLL CALL VOTE. GEORGE AYE, STEPHENSON AYE, GENT AYE, MORRISON AYE, RIEGEL AYE, AXMEAR AYE.   6-0 MOTION CARRIED.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY GEORGE, SECONED BY RIEGEL, TO APPROVE TO FREEZE THE AMOUNT OF THE ANNUITY THAT THE DISTRICT PAYS FOR ELIGIBLE NON-CERTIFIED STAFF WHO ELECT NOT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE DISTRICT’S GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE.  ROLL CALL VOTE. GEORGE AYE, STEPHENSON AYE, GENT AYE, MORRISON AYE, RIEGEL AYE, AXMEAR AYE.   6-0 MOTION CARRIED.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY STEPHENSON, SECONDED BY MORRISON TO APPROVE TO DECREASE THE AMOUNT OF TEACHER ASSOCIATE CONTRACT DAYS FROM 184 TO 180 DAYS  AND 191 TO 187 DAYS FOR LIBRARY TEACHER ASSOCIATES FOR THE 2010-2011 SCHOOL YEAR.  ROLL CALL VOTE. GEORGE AYE, STEPHENSON AYE, GENT AYE, MORRISON AYE, RIEGEL AYE, AXMEAR AYE.   6-0 MOTION CARRIED.

THE BOARD DISCUSSED OFFERING ANOTHER INSURANCE PLAN IN ADDITION TO THE PROTECTOR 500 PLAN TO NON-CERTIFIED STAFF WHO PAY FOR A PORTION OF THEIR HEALTH INSURANCE.  A MOTION WAS MADE BY GEORGE, SECONED BY MORRISON, TO APPROVE TO OFFER ANOTHER HEALTH INSURANCE PLAN, THE PROTECTOR 1250, IN ADDITION TO THE PROTECTOR 500 PLAN.  THE PROTECTOR 1250 PLAN HAS A SINGLE DEDUCTIBLE OF $377.12 AND A FAMILY DEDUCTIBLE OF $942.81.  MOTION CARRIED.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MORRISON, SECONDED BY AXMEAR TO ADJOURN AT 8:30 PM.  MOTION CARRIED.

WENDY AYERS

BOARD SECRETARY/TREASURER

Proceedings of the July 8th, 2010  Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the English Valleys School District.

Members Present: Board President John Gent,  Dick Morrison, Terri Riegel, Angie George, Amy Stephenson, and Board Secretary Wendy Ayers

Members Absent:  Steve Axmear,  Alan Ackerman

Others present:  Superintendent Alan Jensen, Principal Marty Van Roekel,  Principal Amy Andreassen, Carrie Burdick, Susan Schaefer, Angie Nolte,  Andrea Furlong. 

The meeting was called to order at  6:34 pm.

A motion was made by George, seconded by Stephenson to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

There were no communications

There were no Visitors

The following actions were taken:

--approved the minutes of the June 10th meeting.

--approved the July bills

--received the Financial reports for month ending June 30th, 2010.

--Heard a presentation on Second Chance Reading.  

--approved Jamie Cavey’s contract as Head Girls Basketball coach for the 2010-2011 school year.

--approved Jamie Cavey’s contract as Head Girls Track coach for the 2010-2011 school year.

--approved Dianna Stiller’s contract as Cross Country coach for the 2010-2011 school year.

--approved Al Mews’ resignation as  Assistant Football  Coach.

--approved Wendy Ayers as Board Secretary/Treasurer for the 2010-2011 school year.

--approved the bank depository limits for the 2010-2011 school year.

--approved legal counsel for the 2010-2011 school year.

--approved the truant officers for the 2010-2011 school year.

--approved building a home for the Dallas Zimmerman family through the Student Construction project, contingent upon the finalization of finances.  

--held second reading and approved board policy series #600

--held first reading of #700, 800, 900 board policy series

--approved the  renewal of the  joint Park/Rec agreement between the school and the City of North English.

--approved an out of state trip request by the FFA officers to Illinois for a retreat.

--approved to leave all student fees the same for the 2010-2011 school year.

--approved to increase substitute teacher pay for the 2010-2011 school year to $100/day.

--approved the Elementary, Secondary and Teacher handbooks for the 2010-2011 school year.

--approved the Shared Art Teacher agreement with Tri-County for the 2010-2011 school year.

--approved the Knights of Columbus and PTO using the baseball field for North English celebration activities.

--approved the concrete bid from Frazier Concrete for the elementary playground project and the concession stand project.

Information and Discussion:

B.  Administration informed the board of Open enrollments - Schwartz family to Home Schooling program at Mid-Prairie; Payton Peck to Mid-Prairie; Ryan Ellingson to Williamsburg Schools.  Administration informed the board that there is no action from the EV board, as these are acknowledgements.  

· Mr. Van Roekel informed the board to go out to the high school and see the newly painted parking lines in the parking lot.  Mr. Van Roekel informed the board that the Student Council did the work. 

The next regular board meeting is scheduled for August 12th, 2010.

A motion was made by Morrison, seconded by Riegel to adjourn at 7:45 pm.   Motion carried.

Enter exempt session at 7:45 pm Under Chapter 20.17(3) of the Iowa Code for the Purpose of conducting a Collective Bargaining Strategy Session and Chapter 21.9 of the Iowa Code for the Purpose of conducting a Strategy Session for those Employees not covered by Chapter 20.  

Wendy Ayers

Board Secretary
